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stitution, as to return’'(d). Ard Governor Simecoe, in closing
the first session of the Legislature of Upper Cauada declared
that it was the desire of the Imperial Government to make the
new constitutional system ‘‘an image and transeript of the
British Constitution’’(¢). What Mr. Egerton seems to have
overlooked is the fact that responsible government cannot be
said to have been operative in England under George I1II.
at the time when either of the two eonstitutions we are consider-
ing were instituted.

A great step towards that system was takcn on the aecession
of George I, when the principle was adopted of admitting
only members of a single party into the Cabinet(f). But when
we are dealing with an unwritten constitution in a state of con-
stunt development, it is necessarily «diffieult to fix the precise
moement when a change in form which has been gradual in its
growth, can be said to have become complete; and it is not sur-
prising that there is some diserepancy of opinion among histor-
ians as to when our modern system of Cabinet government can
be first said to have established itself. Sir Henry Maine,
in his work on Popular Government, says of George III. that
Cabinet government was exactly the method to which he re-
frnsed to submit. He carried on the struggle with the colonists
of North America with servants of his own choosing, and when
the Americans were framing their constitution he had estab-
lished his right for the rest of his reign.

Mr. Hecrn, in his Government of England(g), considers the
second Rockingham Ministry, that of 1782, as the first of the
modern ministries, and Mr, Traill(h) appears to agree with him,
but the former adds({) that if it were required to indicate the
period at which our modern system of ministries may be re-
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