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and flshery concessions are clearly in the nature of indernnity; ~
andj in view of the Russian vaporing about naRtional dignity

beingç involved in the cession of territory, what about SakhRlin?e.

Undoubtedly this is a day of great doings in the famnily of
nations. Following upori the 'Peace of Portsmiouth'' cornes the
news of the negotiation of a riew treaty between (i'reat l3ritain
and Japani whieh is rnogt remarkable lu its ternis. Outwardly
it i'oukil appear to bc a. comipaet betweeni the powers sigcnatory
for the very human purpose of donîinatiiîg the Orient fromn Per-
sia Io the PaLifie; but its real value and pîîrpo,30 is on a higher
ethival plane than that, for a careful examination shews that it
is ifflended as a guarantee of world-wide pt.aee. VUnder the for-
nir treaty between theme two niations it was provided that cither
nation inaust coi to the assistanve (if the other anly in the event
of flhat other beiug ,ïinitiltaiieotily ktttaekKd by twvo powers.
Tli'ht ti stipul]ation prevented a general eonfliet between the
powors during the war just ended is, well-known: but it was
oudly beeairie Germiany feared Britaii's seat-strength. If the
uniiteti naval strength of Ruissia and Geiiany 1usd approxiniated
thot of' England andi Japii the greaiteFi %var iiini history
wauuld have resulted. lTn<er the ternis of the uiew tr-etity eachi of
the powers signatory is bound to 8ssist the otiier wheni sttaeked
by any third povcr or powers; lu ather ivords. the new treaty
is imiply ani offensive and defensive allianee. This, at irst blush,
woiild seemi to be proinotive of a general war rather than deter-
rent; but it nist be remienihered that Japan 's ambition is ta de-
velop lier native rcsoiurees as ia commercial n~ation rather than to .. v
enlarge lier boundfaries by the subjugation of alien races; that
the sea-strength of the twa nations is equtal ta that of the other
powers eonbinedI-leaviing, out the United Statessnd s0 not
lightly to be rneddied with; and, further, that Great Britain 's
interest lies in rnaintaining the statiis qiuo in the far East. Hence
this treaty affords an instance of the truth of the old saying,
"Qui desiderat paceun, piraeparet bellumi.''


