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THE REVISED STATUTES OF CANADA,
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transmit to them all such tables, achedules, anno-
tations, classifications, collections, revisions, and
consolidations as may have bees prepared,

In testimony, ete,

Dated 7th June, 1883.

On the 318t December, 1884, as afore-
said the Ccnmissioners made the follow-
ing repott !

To His Excellency the Mo.f! Honourable the Marquess
of Lansdotonc, Governor-General of Canada, ele.,
ebe., ote,

May 11 PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY-—

The Commissioners appointed to consolidate
and revise the Statutes of Canada, have now the
honour to submit 8 draft of the work entrusted to

them.
In preparing the several chapters, care has been

taken to preserve uniformity of language through- man, and examined and reported by the

out, to remove redundancies, and to arrange the :

provisions of the law in the most natural sequence.
T'o effect this it has, in very many instances, been
necessary to divide chapters, and divide and trans-
pose sections. The Imterpreta’’>n Act provides
that the law shall be considered as always speak-
ing. and for that reason the prescnt tense has been
used in the consolidation,

Among the Statutes of the several Provinces,
passed previous to Confe eration, there aro cer-
tain Acts in respect to ..aich doubts have arisen
as to the authority with which the legiclative
powor rests.  There are also Acts, both among the
Statutes above referred to and the Statutes of
Canada, which it has not been considered advis-
able to consolidate, although their repeal is not
recommended.  These include Acts authorizing
the raising of loans by Government, Acts of in-
demnity, Acts relating to specifie localities less
than a whole Province, and Acts of a temporary
character. These Acts have been collected in a
separate schedule,

Another class of proyisions, which make viola-
tions of Acts within the legislative power of Pro-
vineial Legislatures indictable offences, and pro-
vide for their punishment, have also been collected
in a separate schedule. It is suggested that pro.
vision should be made that these should be re-
pealed in each instance, from the time when the
punishment of the offence, by fine or imprison-
ment, is provided for by the proper Provincial
{.egisiature.

A table is appended to each chapter, showing
what Acts are proposed to be consolidated therein,
the portion consolidated, the portion which it is
proposed to repeal, the portion to be consolidated

|

elsewhers, and a note of the Act with which such
latter portion is to be incorporated, and to each
section is attached a reference, showing the corre.
sponding Act and section of the Statutes now in
force,

When material changes have been found neces-
sary, a note in smaller type has been inserted,
showing the nature of the change, or the new
matter is printed in italics,

Ottawa, 318t December, 1834.

This veport, with the draft of the work
therein mentioned, was laid by order of His
Excellency the Governor-General, before
both Houses of the Parliament of Canada,
and by them referred to a Joint Committee
of the Senate and 1louse of Commons, of
which the Minister of Justice was chair-"

said Comumittee with certain amendments,
These amendments were attended to by
the Commissioners in their final Report
made in the following year. They will
found in the Minutes of Proceedings of th#
Senate of Monday, 6th July, 18835, with the
report of the Committee, They relate
maialy to changes made, not in the sub-
stance, but in the expression of the law,
to render it clearer and to better ensure
the accomplishment of its intent, They ex»
tend to the Schedule A annexed, providing
for the repeal of certain Provincial enact-
ments ; and their most striking effect isto. -

reject the suggested repeal of enactments .~

respecting the observance of the Lord's
Day. The report of the Committee con-
tains the following passages: * The
Committec have carefully examined the
consolidation and revision submitted to
them.” ¢ With sno retracing the whole
labour of the Commissioners in pre-
paring the draft of the proposed con-
solidation aud revision, it was impossible
for the €ommittee {o compare with the
original each of the sections represented

i to be transcripts of sections now in force,

to verify absolutely the completeness of the
consolidation, or to ascertain bsyond doubt
that no statutory provisicns have been




