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ly. Among the public institutions are a Jesuit

college; a convent lor " the Ladies of the bar
cred Heart ;" and a large chapel attached to the

college, which was in course of erection at the

time ofmy visit, and was intended to be conse-

crated on the second of December in the present

year. The architect of this building is one of

the reverend fathers of the school, and the works
proceed under his sole direction. The organ
will be sent from Belgium,

In addition to these establishments, there is a
Roman Catholic cathedral, dedicated to Saint

Francis Xavier; and an hospital, founded by the

munificence of a deceased resident, who was a
member of that church. It also sends mission-
aries from hence among the Indian tribes.

The Unitarian church is represented in this

remote place, as in most other parts of America,
by a gentleman of great worth and excellence.

The poor have good reason to remember and
bless it ; for it belriends them, and aids the cause
of rational education, without any sectarian or
selfish views. It is liberal in all its actions ; of
kind construction ; and of wide benevolence.
There are three free-schools already erected,

and in full operation in this city. A fourth is

building, and will soon be opened.

No man ever admits the unhealthiness of the

place he dwells in (unless he is going away from
It), and I shall therefore, I have no doubt, be at

issue with the inhabitants of Saint Louis, in

questioning the perfect salubrity of its climate,

and in hinting that I think it must rather dispose
to fever in the summer and autumnal seasons.

Just adding, that it is veiy hot, lies among great
rivers, and has vast tracts of undrained swampy
land around it, I leave the reader to form his

own opinion.

As 1 had a great desire to see a Prairie before
turning back from the farthest point of my wan-
derings; and, as some gentlemen of the town
had, m their hospitable consideration, an equal
desire to gratify me ; a day was fixed before my
departure, for an expedition to the Looking-
Glass Prairie, which is within thirty miles ofthe
town. Deeming it possible that my readers may
not object to know what kind of thing such a
gipsy party may be at that distance from home,
and among what sort of objects it moves, I will

describe the jaunt in another chapter.

CHAPTER XIIL

AJACNTTOTHE LOOKINO-OLASB PRAIRIE AND BACK.

I MAY premise that the word Prairie is vari-

ously pronounced paraa(r,parearer, and paroarer.

The latter mode of pronunciation is perhaps the

most in favour.

We were fourteen in all, and all young men

:

indeed it is a singular though very natural fea-

ture in the society of these distant settlements,

that it is mainly composed of adventurous per-

sons in the prime of life, and has very few gray
heads among it. There were no ladies : the trip

being a fatiguing one; and we were to start at

five o'clock in the moming, punctually.

I was called at four, that I might be certain of
keeping nobody waiting; and having got some
bread and milk for brealcfast, threw up the win-
dow and looked down into the street, expecting to
see tlie wiiole party busily astir, and pirat piep-
arations going on below. But as eveiyihing was
very quiet, and the street presented that hopeless

aspect with which five o'ck>ck in the morning i»
familiar elsewhere, I deemed it as well io go t»
bed again, and went accordingly.

I awoke again at seven o'clock, and by that
time the party had assembled, and were gather-
ed round, one light carriage, with a very stout
axletree; one something on wheels like an am-
ateur carrier's cart ; one double phaeton of great
antiquity and unearthly construction; one gig
with a great hole in its back and a broken head;,
and one rider on horseback who was to go on
before. I got into the first coach with three com-
panions; the rest bestowed themselves in the
other vehicles ; two large baskets were made fast

to the lightest ; two large stone jars in wicker ca-
ses, technically known as demi-johns, were con-
signed to the " least rowdy" of the parly for safe
keeping; and the procession moved otf to the
ferry-boat, in which it was to cross the river
bodily, men, horses, carriages, and all, as ths
manner in these parts is.

We got over the river in due course, and naur
tered again before a little wooden box on wheels,
hove down, ail-aslant, in a morass, with " meb-
CHANT tailor" painted in very large letters orer
the door. Having settled the order of proceed-
ing, and the road to be taken, we started offonc«
more, and b^an to make our way throngh an
ill-favotued Black Follow, called, less express-
ively, the American Bottom.

"The previous day had been—not to say hot,

for the term is weak and lukewarm in its power
of conveying an idea of the temperature. The
town had been on fire ; in a blaze. But at night
it had come on to rain in torrents, and all night
long it had rained without cessation. We had
a pair of very strong horses, but travelled at the
rate of little more than a couple of miles an hour.
through one unbroken slough of black mud ana
water. It had no variety but in depth. Now it

was only half over the wheels, now it hid the

axletree, and now die coach sank down in it al-

most to the windows. The air resounded in all di-

rections with the loud chirping of the frogs, who,
with the nigs (a coarse, ugly breed, as unwhole-
some looking as though they were the spontane-
ous growth of the country), had the whole scene-

to themselves. Here and there we passed a log-

hut; but the wretched cabins were wide apart

and thinly scattered, for, t.'iough the soil is very
rich in this place, few people can exist in such a
deadly atmosphere. On either side of the track,

if it deserved the name, was the thick " bush ;"

and everywhere was stagnant, slimy, rotten, fil-

thy water.

As it is the custom in these parts to give a
horse a gallon or so of cold water whenever he is

in a foam with heat, we halted for that purpose,

at a log-inn in the wood, far removed from any
other residence. It consisted of one room, bare-

roofed and bare-walled, of course, with a lofl

above. The ministering priest was a swarthy
young savage, in a shirt ofcotton print like bca-

fumiture, and a pair of ragged trousers. There
were a couple of^young boys, too, nearly naked,
lying idly by the well ; and they, and he, and Ike

traveller at the inn, turned out to look at us.

The traveller was an old man with a gray,

grizzly beard 1 wo inches long, a shaggy mustache
of the same h le, and enormous eyebrows, which
almost obscured his lazy, semi-dmnken glance,

as he stood rejjarding us with folded arms, pois

ing himself alterantcly upon his toes and heels.

On being addressed by one of the party, he drew
neaier, and said, rubbing his chin ''which scraped


