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ON COMMERCE. 77

In terms? Commerce nourifhes, but war dedroy]— it is a mu-
tual lofs ; for plunder fire and fword neither improve lands oor
enrich mankind .— The three lad wars have diftreOed and depo-
pulated the world —But commerce did not, in the mean time,
repair the lofs. Even the powers that were viAorious funic under
the weight of their conqoeftt, and feizing upon a greater extent of

I land than they could either keep or cultivate, involved themfclvet
in the ruin of their enemies: and the ocuiral powers, who were
defirous of enriching themfelves in peace, in the midft of thofs
broils, received and put up with iufulis more difgraceful than the
defeats of an open war.
What a fonrce of abufes are thofe treaties of commerce which

become fo many feeds of war, by one nation claiming exclufive
privileges over another. A general liberty granted to induftry
and commerce, is the only treaty which a maritime power Oiould
edablifl) at home, or negociate abroad. A nation that would
take this flep, would be the benefaftor of the human race.
The more labour is encouraged upon land, the more (hips will

there be at fea, and the more will fuch a people enjoy the advan-
lages aimed at by negociaiions and by war. There will be no in-
creafe of riches in any country, if there be no indaftry amongite
neighbours. Without commerce and induftry there can no vaTua*
ble metals be produced, or manufaftures worth mentioning : not
can either of tbefe fprings of riches exift without liberty. Th«
inaaivity of one nation is prejudicial to ail the reft, either by in-
creafing their labour, or by depriving them of what it ought to
produce. The effeft of the prefentjlavijb fyftem of commerce and
induflry, is the total fubverfion of order.
An unlimited freedom of trade is all that is now

wanting, to produce a lading peace, and make the world
happy. Were this once grafted, by a general confent, all
abufes and murmurings would ceafe: we fhould nut then
fee all the rich produce of commerce confined to certain particular
cities of a large kingdom, as the privileges audj^ortunes of the
whole people are to fome individual families. Circulation would
be quicker, and the confumption incrcafed. Each proviucp, or
flate, would cultivate its favourite produftion, and each family
Its own little held ; and under every roof there would be one
child to fpare for the purpofes of navigation, and the imprcvemeot
pf the arts. Europe, like China, would fwarm with multitudes of
indudrious people } —in fliort, freedom of trade would infenBbly
produce that oniverfal peace and harmony, which it is not to be
foppofed, is merely chimerical. While each man calculated bfe
own advantage, the national fydem of happioeft would be found-
ed on t\ic imprtvtmtnt o/na/en, which would prove a more effcft.
toal fecurity to morals, than the phantoms of fuperftition. Theft
prefeutly difappear, as foon as thepaffions exert themfelves, whilft
teafon gams ttrcngth, and advances to maturity along with them.

THE END.
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