PREF
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Several vears ago, \\;1,|| esped ial reference to the }mhl-
ical subjects of discussion then as now before the Ameri-
can -people, I prepared a work giving the views and
opinions of my brother-in law, Senator Stephen A. Doug-
las, of Illinois, on all those questions, with the addition
of his most important writings and speeches

\though my work met with their cordial approbation,
and was epdorsed and commended in writing by my
friends, and the friends of Douglas, in_both Houses of
Congress, I decided to delay publication until I could,

with diligent care, well spent leisure, greater experience,

maturer and ripenwd judgment, revise it, make 1t more
‘!iwl"vllg_'ll and /:;r:«M; and worthier his great and
patriotic 1:'1/

'he voMimes then prepared included a paper hitherto

unpublished, written by Mr. Douglas, proposing, explain-
QY

g, and advocating 1 American Continental Com-
mercial Union or AlliancdR__
'he meeting of the “Three Americas, or International

American Congress,” makes it of

‘eat national import-
ance that M I"»H-_“,,\ s advice on many of the \lll;viml\
which the Congress will consider be now ‘'made public
\s 1s well known to the country, Mr. Douglas, in 1860
and 1861, favored such an amendment of the Constitus
tion as would “allay apprehensions and impart confi-
dence and insure domestic tranquility, ;H:\L‘;\hlw't\ side
with Mr. Crittenden, of Kentuckyv, and many of the most
distinguished patriots and stagesmen of all parties, de-
voted his last days in the Senate, with “grave and bold
counsel of moderation,” to the great work of P ification
LA COMmMpromise
His efforts to stay

tide of secession were as cease-

the




