
47« NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

N O T E LI II. p. 326.

piSO defcribes two of thcfe plants, the Cururuape^ and the Guajana-

Timbo. Ic is remarkabk, that though they have this fatal effed up-

on fillies, they are fo far from being noxious to the human fpecies, they

are ufed in medicine with fuccefs. Pifo, lib. iv. c. 88. Bancroft men-

tions another, the Hiarrec, a Ihiall quantity of which is fulRcient to in-

ebriate all the fifli to a confiderable diftance, fo that in a few minutes

they float motionlefs on tlie furface of the water, and are taken with

cafe. Nat. HilV. of Guiana, p. 106.

R
NOTE LIV. p. 328.

Emarkable inftances occur of the calamities which rude nations

fufFer by famine. Alvar Nugnez Cabeca de Vaca, one of the

moft gallant and virtuous of the Spanidi adventurers, refided almoft

nine years among the lavages of Florida. They were unacquainted

with every fpecies of agriculture. Tlieir fubfiftence was poor and

precarious. *' They live chiefly," fays he, " upon roots of different

plants, which they procure with great difficulty, wandering from

place to place in fearch of them. Sometimes they kill fomc game,

fometimes they catch fifli, but in fuch fmall quantities, that their hun-

ger is fo extreme as compels them to eat fpiders, the eggs of ants,

worms, lizards, ferpents, a kind of unftuous earth, and I am per-

fuaded, that if in this country there were any ttone.% they would

fwallow thefe. They preferve the bones of fiflies and ferpents, which

they grind into powder, and eat. The only feafon when they do not

fufFer much from famine, is when a certain fruit, which lie calls T'unaSt

is ripe. They are fometimes obliged to travel far from their ufual

place of refidence, in order to find them. Naufragias, c. xviii. p. 20,

21,22. In another place, he obferves that they are frequently re-

duced to pafs two or three days without food, c. xxiv. p. 27.

NOTE LV. p. 330. , .

JV/T FiRMiN has given an accurate defcription of the two fpecies

of manioc, with an account of its culture, to which he has

added fome experiments, in order to afcertain the poifonous qualities

of


