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a (hip, u hidi had been built at Calcutta, and called her

The Argonaut.

That (he Prince of Wales having been chartered to

load teas for the Eaft- India Company, foon after re-

turned to Englind, and tlie Princels Royal and .^rgo-

naut were ordered by your Memoriulill to fail for the

coaft of America, und'jr the command of Mr. James
Colnett, to whom the charge of all the concerns of the

Company on that coart hatl been committed.

Mr. Cv.lnett was directed to tix his ref.dencc at

Nootka Sound, and, with that view, t.^ ercd a fubftan-

tial houfe on the fpot which your Memoriahft had pur*

chafed in the preceding year, as will appear by a copy
of his inftrudions hereunto annexed.

That the Princefs Royal and Argonaut, loaded with

flores and provifions of all dcfcriptions, with articles

cftimated to be fufficicnt for the trade for three years,

and a veflel on board in frame, of about 30 tons bur-

then, left China accordingly in the months of April

and May 1789. They had alfo on board, in addition

to their crews, feveral artificers of different profeffions,

and near 70 Chincfe, wljo intended to become fettlers

on the American coll:, in tl>c fervice, and under the

protedion of the aUbciated Company.
That on the 24th of April 1789, the Iphigenia re-

turned to Nootka Sound, and that the North-Weft
America reached that place a few days after ; that they

found, on their arrival in that Port, two American
velfels, which had wintered there, one of them was
called the Columbia, the other the Wafhington ; that

on the 2qf]\ of the fame month, the North-Weft Ame-
rica was difpatchcd to ihc Nordiward to trade, and alfo

to explore the Arrliipelago of Sr. Lazarus.

That on the 6th of May, the Iphigenia being then

at anchor in Nootka Sound, a Spanilh fliip of war,

called the Princeifa, commanded by Don Eftwan Jo-
feph Martinez, mounting 26 guns, which had failed

from the port of San Bias, in the Province of Mexico,
anchored in Kootka Sound, and was joined on the 13th

by a Spanilh Snow of 1 6 guns, called the San Carlos,

which veflel had alfo failed from the Port of San Bias,

loaded with cannon and other warlike ftores.

That


