
Cife ai)d l/oya^es of Columbus
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upon such presumption, and to endeavor to gain time. If

the monarchs had really taken any harHh measures with re-

spect to him, it must have been in consequence of niisropre-

sentations. The least delay might give them an opportunity

of ascertaining their error and making the necessary amends.

He wrote to Bobadilla, therefore, in guarded terms, wel-

coming him to the island ; cautioning him against precipitate

measures, especially in granting licenses to collect gold ; in-

forming him that he was on the point of going to Spain, and

in a little time would leave him in command, with everything

fully and clearly explained. He wrote at the same time to

the like purport to certain monks who had come out with

Bobadilla, though he observes that these letters were only

written to gain time. * He received no replies ; but while an
insulting silence was observed toward him, Bobadilla filled

up several of the blank letters, of which he had a number
signed by the sovereigns, and sent them to Roldan, and other

of the admiral's enemies, the very men whom he had been

sent out to judge. These letters were full of civilities and
promises of favor, f

To prevent any mischief which might arise from the

licenses and indulgences so prodigally granted by Bobadilla,

Columbus published by word and letter that the powers as-

smr ed by him could not be valid, nor his licenses availing,

as he himself held superior powers granted to him in per-

petuity by the crown, which could no more be superseded in

this instance than they had been in that of Aguado.
For some time Columbus remained in this anxious and

perplexed state of mind, uncertain what line of conduct to

pursue in so singular and unlooked-for a conjuncture. He
was soon brought to a decision. Francisco Velasquez, deputy

treasurer, and Juan de Trasierra, a Franciscan friar, arrived

at Bonao, and delivered to him the royal letter of credence,

signed by the sovereigns on the 26th of May, 1499, command-
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* Letter of Columbus to the Nurse of Pi'ince Juan,

t Ibid. Herrera, decad. i., lib. iv.


