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sometimes hides Himself from us ; hvXfaith alone, which

will not fail us in time of need, ought to be our sup-

port, and the foimdation of our confidence, which must

be all in God.

I know not how God will dispose of me. I am al-

ways happy. All the world suffer ; and I, who deserve

the severest discipline, feel joys so continual and so

great that I can scarce contain them.

I would willingly ask of God a part of your suffer-

ings, but that I know my weakness, which is so great

that if He left me one moment to myself I should be

the most wretched man alive. And yet I know not

how He can leave me alone, because faith gives me as

strong a conviction as sense can do that He never for-

sakes us until we have first forsaken Him. Let us fear

to leave Him. Let us be always with Him. Let us

live and die in His presence. Do you pray for me as

I for you.

I am.
Yours, etc.

THIRTEENTH LETTER

[To the Same)

I am in pain to see you suffer so long. What gives

me some ease and sweetens the feelings I have for your

griefs is that they are proofs of God's love toward

you. See them in that view and you will bear them

more e^jily. As your case is, it is my opinion that you

should leave off human remedies, and resign yourself

entirely to the piovidence of God. Perhaps He stays

only for that resignation and a perfect trust in Him to

cure you. Since, notwithstanding all your cares, physic


