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(X)MMERCE OF CANADA" CONSIDERED,
tVt.'., tVc, iV:c.

Till* iilirooatioii ol' llic Treaty of Jfcciprocity between tlie

British I'roviiices and tlu- riiiUul States, it was supposed l)y

many of the shrewdest ]){jliti<al eeononiists of the day, l)utli

Canadian and American, woidd pi'ove disastrous to Canadian

interests, by virtually suhjeetini; th(! trade; ol" the Province io

the over-ruling' inlhieucc of the American taiilf, and ther('l)y

reducing' the value of tlic \vh(»K' volume of our chiel' pi'oduct^

proportionately to the duty imposed u[)()U their admissitjn

into American markets, which il was supposed had ijecouie,

undei' the eflect t»f the Treaty, indispensahle to our trade, x:

the most available outlet ibr our surplus production.

This opinion, however, has not thus lar been veriUed by

the result, inasmuch as the tiscal system adopted by the

Americans, instead of subjecting; oui- producers to an arbitrary

contribution to the liuances of the FederaU government under

an enforced imjjost on necessary sliii)ments from a quaiii

tributary Trovince, has simply diverted a Uirue portion of liic-

trade ol" a free i'roviuc-e into IVetT channels; arid in (.'Xcludin;^

from tlieir markets, for purposes of eonsumption, our cliiei

cereals and their manufactuied pimbicts, and eoniining them
to the nair(.)\v limits of ttansporl;ition in bond fur LlnpiueiiL

elsewhere, tile Americans liu\c simjdy Ibreed u.; to adopt a

new and iiidepeiuleiit t'oinniercial System, which has already

been attended with most fusoruble n Its, in accelerating the

direct commercial intercourse betsveeii the I'lovinces, as con-

templated by Cunfederation, and which, had the treaty

continued in effect, might have been indefinitely postponed,


