
I!

did not conform in capacity in any reapect to the tPrma of the Act under
-n'hlch this eximination was directed to be m<ide, and ware of little use
to me la the dutieu assigned."

Mr. Mills then mad© an estimate of his plan, aa well as an
eatimato of tho»plan of Mr, Clowort. Tho plau of Mr. Clowes,
I may mention, was to cut thr^agh Archibald's P«tint about
a mile and a quarter furthur wosl than the prof<ont

entranc) to the canAl, go through Ilooples' (Jreek to a
deep ravine and low ground which runs from tho head of
tho Long Sauli to BrownoU's B:iy, now called Sand Bridge,
and ai Browneli's J3ay, or near tho head of Sheik'H Inland, to

oouetruct a short dam, the river thore being at sninnQor level

only about 150 foot from tho present ounnl bank to ihe head
of tho inland, and never at any time having nK^ro tlur^ two
feot of water. Taut is called a branch of tho river, but it is

really not that. Oftontimos during tho summer ono can
walk almost dry^hod from the main shore to the head of
Shofk'8 Island, lie cont^rnplatod also placing a largo dam at

the foot of the island. This would havo given ns an inland

canal with natural banks that could never break away

;

but Mr. MilLr, in making his report, condemned that plan,

as I shall show jou presently, because he said it would cost

thirty thousand pounds sterling more than tho plan
which he proposed, and which was to build along tho bank
of the river and not to have an inland canal. Further on, I

will show you from the report that Mr. Mills wub obliged

to shift his banks over and over again ; that he was
obliged to «hift his centre lino tifty feet into the bank, and,

finding tkat the bank was constantly slipping into tho
river as fast as constructed, so bad was the founda-

tion, and in order to keep it from further danger,

he was again obliged to shift his centre line twenty
feet further. He then got inio a bank Li' hard pan and
boulders, which cost a largo amount of money, and, although
the bank is to-day within the natural bank, yet the founda-

tion is the same bad, unsubstantial foundation lapped L ^

quicksand and by running water that it was fifty years ago,

and it is not in any better condition to day to build a bank
upon than it was then. The very fact of this bank break-

ing away last fall, as it was always predicted that it would
break away, and as Mr. Mills himself, after two years of

constroction had been gone on with, admitted it would
break away, shows that it is time we should direct tho at-

tention of the Government (who:-e attention was never

directed to it before) and the attention of the Chief Engi-

neer of Canals, to the actual state of the facts. Mr. Mills, in

making his estimate, says this
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