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in Ottawa, a large portion of my constituents
being of that nationaiity. So, for over fiftY
years, the French Catheics have enjoyed the
1right or privilege", of educating their child-

ren through the mnediumn of their own language.
Before Cent ederation the ochools of Upper

Canada were under the juriadiction of a Super-
intendent of Education. The Rev. Dr. Ryereon,
a Metbodist clergyman, was the head of the
departrnent,- and ft was he wbo estabished the
public school sys.tem, copying Its principles
froyn those prevaliing In the United States.
Ilaving Inaungurated that aystemt, he was na-
turaily desirous of preeerving it Intact, and
when In 1860 mny Bill was first introduced It
hui hi. opposition; but ai years passed on
and the eubject waa freely dlscussed by the
press and at political meetings public opinion
favoured the concession- te the rnionrity, ana
Dr. Ryerson w1tiidrew hlm. objection and ui-
ported the passingr of the Act of 1863. Lent,
however. any superintendent of éducation mlght
inaie objectionabie regulations affecting sepa-
rate schoeis the Act contained an appeai by the
trustees te the Governor General In Council.
whose award " shall be final In ail cases."

At this point in his letter Sir Richard
Scott quoted section 93 of the Brqitish Nortih
Arnerica Act.

Taking a practical view of present conditions,
a rnajorlty of the boys and girls do acquire a
knewledge of Engiish before ieaving scheoi. In
Ottawa I arn confident that 95 per cent of the
pupils In bi-linguai acheels upeak Engiish per-
fectly before reaching fourteen years of age,
and they realize that a icnowledgc of the two
languages la a great s.dvantage. But. te force
French children te learn Engiish In their firat
year at school. wounds their naturai pride, ana
they naturaily resent the attempt.

The sme feeling prevails In ether countries.
For over a hundred years Poiand han bad the
sympatby of the world in its refusai to adopt
the Russian language, Germany cannet force
'ite language on Alsace and Lorraine. Surely
Ontario is net going te f 0110w the exampie of
Russia in Its treatment of citizens who do flot
conferm te the language of the majority.

The Parental Rights.
The chiid belongs te the parent, net te the

state, and the parent sheuid certainiy have a
veice in the education of his own child. But
under the recent edicts the French parent In
Ontario has ne veice ever the education of hi.
children. Any one deubting that staternent
shouid read the officiai circular of instructions
for the .year 1912-1913. It enibraces twenty-
five 'sections and subsections, ail cf'ippling the
possible educatior. cf the French chiid throughi
the mediumn of his native language. The cir-
cular entireiy ignores the board of separate
srhooi trustees and places arbitrary power In
supervising Inspectera who, In the three rases
quoted in the press, are admittcd te be Pro-
testants. thus necessariiy creating friction be-
tween parents and trustees. (cf. Rule 17.)

Keeping In view the adrnitted fact that the
present appointees are Protestants, it in clear
that mrembers of the Orange Order are eligible
ter the position of supervising Inspecter, ana
rnay be selected te dictate the course of etudies
te be foliowed by French Catholie cilîdren. Is
the Cathoiic parent te have no voice In the
education of hi. chiid?

The teachers In French acheols. unies. quali-
lied te teach the public scheoi course In the
Engish language, can-ne longer be grantedl a
certiificate. (Section 13, Rule 17.)

Now comp~are these arbitrary and barsh
ruies wlth the sympathetic and Chrietian poiicy
meted eut te English Protestant children In
Quebec. Tbey are placed under the paternal
centrol of the Protestant ceimnittce ef the
Board et ldducation. The Quebec Goverinent
dees nlot interfere with the administration of
th~e schools. In addition te a pro rata share in
the general education fund, Protestant high
achoois in Montréal and Quebec receive annual
subsidies. F'iity acadcsniee a.nd medel achools
In cities*and towns receive grants. MoGiIl re-
ceives $3,000 fer the education of Protestant
teachers. The Protestant committee, In addi-
tion te other grants, receives $3,000 te educate
bi-lingual teachers Lait session thc Legisia-
turc voted $15,000 te aid education In poor
Protestant diatricti. AJi tbat and much more
ln granted in aId of Pretestant education; whlle
the Cathoic rnlnority of Ontario receives ne
such contribution and get ne sbire of the
taxes of corperate bodies, though they contri-
bute te thc weaith of these corporations.

If Sir Lorner Guin were te feilow the ex-
ample ef the Ontario Premier andi appoint
French Cathelic supervisery Inspectera te
supersede the Protestant Board of Educatien,
giving thern the powers conferred on the On-
tarie Inspectera, would net 'such action be de-
neunced over Ontario as intolerable tyranny?
Yet that ie the Valley meted eut te the French
Cathoiic parent and chiid who bave crossed
the border and .eught a home in-a abuter prov-
Ince. If the language no bittcrly proecribed
werc a fereign tangue, one ceuld undcritand
thc reason for crusing It out But consider-
ing that French le one of the officiai ianguages
of Canada, spoken b>' 2,000,000 of ou.' feiiow-
subjects and by over 100,000.000 outalde Uic
Dorninion, that it ia the ambition of cultured
men and wornen in ail countries, next s.tter'
Uicir native dialect, te be able te ipeak Prench;
and considcring thit the literature of France is
of the highcst and miost refined standard, the
study ef the language should flot be discour-
aged. In ahi international conventions French
la thc usual mediumn of commnunication. Even
whcn about forty delegates from ferty countries
rnet In June lait In London te diseuse the
wireless telegraphy and frarne regulations for
its use, French was the language for the in-
terchange of ideas, and Canada was fertunate
In having a representat-ive who was net onl>' a
fluent speaker In French, but wa aise an ex-
pert in the subject under discussion. Yet that
language ia te be interdicted In the French
schoo's of Ontario! Fortunateiy the constitu-
tion provîdes for an appeai te a higher power.

(Sgd.) R W. Scott,
Ottawa, Oct. S, 1912.

The letter was that cf a man of great
experience and a true patriot. Every word
of it rnay be comrnended to the sound judg-
ment of every member of this Heuse.

We de net ask tlhat ail children in
Ontario be net cornpelled te learn English,
or even te become preficient in that ian-
guage. We are ail anxious, whether in


