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his opinion, upon the amount of energy
devoted to the carrying out of that
great project, would in a great meus-
ure depend the future prospority of
the Dominion. le considered it to be
the duty of the Government to use
every means in its power to have every
railway throughout the Dominion built
by private enterprise. With reference
to the construction of the Georgian and
Lake Nipissing railways, he should
like hon. gentlemen to shew him the
necessity for the construction of rail-
roads through any portion of country
where civilization did not exist, and
where no inhabitants were to bo found,
except Indians. le saw no necessity
for frittering away the resources of
the country with fmancial responsi-
bilities involving $7,>000,000-with our
North-West resoiirces to be develope(d.
Where lie would ask, was the hope of
being prepared fir the responsibilities
referrod to, if this expenditure for
what appeared to be unnecessary ant
inexpedient was to take place? lis
remarks might be considered tiresome
to the liouse, and if such were the
case lie would most sincerelv apolo-
gize.

HOM. M. READdid lot expect mu11ch
'rom the Speech frion the Throne, eon-

sequenltly he was not, like his hon.
friend from Kingston, disappointe l
but he feli fir His Excelleic!y when
such au apology f<nr a speech was put
into his mouL. After referring to
several paragraphs as of minor iiport-
ance, he denounceed the proposition to
build the Georgian Bay Branch of the
Pacifie Railway as useless. Alreadv
there wero two railways running into
Georgian Bay, and three other roads ter-
minating on Lake liuron ; and the
Branch proposed to b huilt, would
form ne portion of the Pacific Railway
proper, and should not therefore b)c
built. Parliaient wouIld do very wrong
in sanctioning the constructian of so
useless a piece of road where no one
lived, and through a part of the country
not likely to be inhabited for years to
eome. If the construction of that 85
miles of useless roal front Georgian
Bay to Lake Nipissing was all, that of
itself was ionstrous, but when we are
called upon to build or materially assist
i1 the eonstrî'uctioni of hundreds of
miles of roai leadiIng, from this cit'y to

Nipissing, through a comparative wil-
derness, ho hoped sucli a seheme would
meet its deserved fate and bedefeated;
while he fully concurred in building
the Pacifie road proper, and would do
ail in bis power to further it at the
very earliest moment. A vast con-
tinent had been almost given to us, and
it is our duty to improve it, and not
keep it a closed preservc as in years
gone by, which can only be done. by
building a railroad its entire length as
soon as our circumstances will admit.
On referring to the financial state of
the country, he clained that the state-
ments he made last session, that there
was no occasion for inereased taxation,
had turnel out correct, as the Public
Aceounts would prove. Not only was
there a surplus instead of a large de-
ficienîcy, as the Finance Minister had
state(l, but lie claiumed that the steady
progress of the eountiry would have
given the Finance Minister what he
demanded, $24,500,000, nearly two mil-
lions more than the last Government
estimates. To prove his figures, he
quoted from the returns as furnished
by the Gazette, that not only was there
a surplus last ycar, but that for the first
half of the year the revenue had reach-
ed to over $13,000,000, out of $24,500,-
000 appropriated by Parliament. He
thcn went on to say that the Senate
had taied in its duty to the country,
in not resisting the tariff of last year,
as it was not only vicious but unneces-
sary and unpatriotic, framed with a
view to make it apear that the late
Government had been extravagant and
running the vcuntry into debt, whichl
the faets proved not to be correct. lie
considered the Finance Minister great-
ly to blame in making sueh an untrue
statement. thereby injuring the finai
cial position of the countrv at a time
when we had an ambtîssador at Wash-
iigton lgtiating a lieciprocity
Treaty, and when to carry on our
great public works we were making a
loan in England. lad his statement
been allowed to go uncontradicted, the
eonsequences might have been disas-
trous, but thanks to a patriotic Cana-
itan in England bis stuteient of the
finanees of tis country were not only
disputed but proved to be 'incorrect.
le tlen went on to criticise the action
of the GoIever'înîmnt last Session iii iii-
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