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yes we have changed in this House? I feel the operation of the
other place is likely going to change as well.

1 would like to know fromn him what bis feelings are witb
regard to this whole implementation of the 35th Parliament and
the voting procedure and free votes that will corne forward.

Mr. Kerpan: Mr. Speaker, I tbank the hon. membe.r for bis
comments and bis questions. 1 think they are valid comnients.
Certainly there bas been significant change in this House. 1
believe there could ini fact be significant change in the other
place.

1 have to agree bowever with some of my colleagues from the
opposition party when tbey talk about a policy and the Senate. 1
believe and we believe that we bave to abolish some aspects of
the Senate sucb as the appointrnents, the perks, the pay and
pensions and those types of things.

Yes I was i attendance for the free vote the member speaks
of. 1 congratulate the govemment for those types of initiatives. I
think that is long overdue in this country. I do applaud that.

I look forward ta more of those saine types of things. If we
openly look at the Senate, how it is created, wbat the process is
and bow it worlcs I really do not sec any other answer other than
ta make the tbing effective. That is the only hope I sec for tbinly
populate arcas of this country.

[Translation]

Mr. Jean-Guy Chrétien (Frontenac): Mr. Speaker, the
Reform Party member who just spoke about the Senate cx-
pressed very interesting views. His determination ta stand up for
the regions was one aspect of bis speec~h that 1 found particularly
striking.

1 have here the list of Qucbec senators with their mailing
addrcss. At the moment, Quebcc is lucky enough to have
21 senators. Being myself a representative of a large riding far
froni the big tîrban centres, 1 lnsist on the rights of regions. If
really the Senate is that importmnit, aur regions-Abitibi-Témfis-
camingue, the Northt Shore, the Gaspe I>onnsila-should also
have a sonator to represent them adeqlAately. According to this
list, of these 21 sntr, 13are fro theMotreal area. There i
onc wbose adesis Lavl-sr.4-leL. 1 wptnder if he would
noté also bc froin the Montrea r.

An hon. .enbr That is in the Mo>ntreal area.

[English]

Mr. Kerpan: Mr. Speaker, I really do appreciate this que s
and comment from. the hon. member. I fact he makes mny
exactly. I would rest my case saying that bas been the prob
with the Senate. There is very unequal representation.

Fortunately for the member there are 21 senators frorn
bec. We do not bave that luxury in Saskatchewan simply bc
we are a thinly populated area.
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Havlng said that, I also believe that an equal numbe
senators for each province will rectify that problem. Certa
the member will know that if there were to be two ta
senators from bis province that be should bave equal or j
representation, the saine number as Ontario, Saskatcbewa
any other province would bave.

I understand the prableni witb the regional unfairness an(

regional representatian that is currently flot happening.

[Translation]

Mr. Maurice Bernier (Mégantic-ComlptQf-Stanste
Mr. Speaker, first of all. I want to advise the House that
now, the official opposition will be splitting its timne
ten-minute, rather than twenty-nxinute periods.

I would like ta begin my presentation by recountili
anecdote wbich, to my mind, clearly reflects Quebecers'
îngs about the Senate, because it is a fact that virtually the e
population favours and indeed bas long been advocatifll
abolition of the Senate.

This anecdote invalves the one-time Quebec legislative c
cil wbich my c<olleague from Frontenac referrcd ta momenlt!
and which was abolished i the late 1960s. However, wbjl
council stili existed, more specifically during thc 1950s, 1
rice Duplessis who was thon premier appointed Mr. Pý
Tardif, a member of the legisiative council, to the Sente

Mr. Chrétien (Frontenac): Froin Saint-Méthode-de-1
tenac.

Mr. B5ernier (Mégantc-Comn -Saseai r
dif, wha reprcscnted the riding of Frontenac at the tirne i

National Assembly, or as it was known, thc legisiative assel
bad a rather unusual way of talklng in that ho pronoulQe
letter s like a z. One day, severaI montha aftcr bis appint]l
be encounterod Premier Duplessis in the halls of the (2
parliamnt.


