
2785March 25,1994 COMMONS DEBATES

S. O. 31

strations were held in Shippagan, in Bathurst and, just yester
day, in Sydney where over 1,500 protesters burned the Prime 
Minister, the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Transport 
in effigy.

Meanwhile, none of the 31 Liberal members from the Mari
times had the courage to denounce this situation. Did they forget 
those who elected them? Did they forget their first duty is to be 
loyal to their constituents? This new version of the Silence of 
the Lambs must be denounced.

In that sense of co-operation, with a name like mine, I want to 
wish everyone in the House and everyone associated with it a 
very happy Easter.

* * *

FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME

Mrs. Anna Terrana (Vancouver East): Mr. Speaker, Ms. 
Dawn Gardner is a Saskatchewan health journalist who is 
concerned about alcohol abuse on the part of pregnant women.

Fetal alcohol syndrome is defined as a random pattern of 
mental, physical and behavioural defects which may develop in 
the unborn child when the mother consumes alcohol during the 
course of her pregnancy. A pregnant woman never drinks alone.

Canadian estimates of children affected by fetal alcohol 
syndrome are over 36,000 yearly. These statistics tell us that 
over 50 per cent of these children become wards of the state. The 
same percentage will need corrective surgeries while many will 
suffer from blindness, deafness, epilepsy and most frequently 
mental retardation.

[English]

ELVIS STOJKO

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre): Mr. Speaker, I rise in the 
House today to pay tribute to Elvis Stojko for his tremendous 
performance last night in winning a gold medal for Canada.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

Mr. Harper (Simcoe Centre): This native of Richmond Hill, 
Ontario is a perfect example of what can be achieved through 
hard work and dedication.

There is a special feeling of pride in my riding since Elvis 
trains in Barrie at the Mariposa Figure Skating School under 
coach Doug Lee. No one attains a world championship without 
years of dedication and the support of family and friends.

I am sure all members will join me in paying tribute to this 
outstanding young Canadian.

The government must take some responsibility for this situa
tion and make sure that measures are taken to educate people by 
labelling all bottles of alcohol, posting signs, introducing health 
programs in the schools, et cetera.

Our youth is our future. Our children are the leaders of 
tomorrow. Let us spare them.

A happy Easter to you, Mr. Speaker.

PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATIONSAGRICULTURE
Mr. John Bryden (Hamilton—Wentworth): Mr. Speaker, I 

would like to draw your attention to an overseas exchange 
program that has proved to be of immense value to the country. I 
speak of the House of Commons parliamentary associations 
which enable parliamentarians from other countries to visit 
Canada and Canadian MPs to visit them. It is thus that we 
cement the ties of democracy while building lines of commu
nication for international trade.

Mr. Wayne Easter (Malpeque): Mr. Speaker, the standing 
committee on agriculture has just completed hearings on wheth
er to allow the use of BST in Canada. The entire committee 
process was conducted in public and open session, including the 
work on the recommendations and final report.

The work of the committee has confirmed the new role of 
parliamentary committees promised by our party during the last 
election. The decision to examine the BST issue, which one 
witness described as unprecedented attention to a veterinarian 
drug, was taken collectively by the committee.

Throughout the process members of the committee worked in 
a spirit of co-operation and commitment toward achieving a 
consensus report which will soon be tabled in the House.

Once the committee report is tabled it will be up to the 
government to respond with the appropriate legislation to 
implement the moratorium called for by that committee. I would 
hope that same spirit continues.

Therefore, I would hope that the House would acknowledge 
those MPs who are taking part in these very important organiza
tions, especially the anglophone members who have joined the 
French speaking associations and the francophone members 
who have joined the English speaking associations.
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It is when these members go abroad to France, to Europe, the 
Commonwealth that we show the world we are indeed a united 
Canada.


