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Mr. Sinnoti: I asked for a ruling. Are you
going to continue to allow the hon. member
to read his speech?

The Chairman: I understand the hion. rnem-
ber is only using notes.

Mr. Macdonnell <Greenwood): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

The Chairmnan: I would ask the hion. rnem-
ber to make bis statement brief and to the
point.

Mr. Macdonnell <Greenwood>: I want to do
that, but I arn being interrupted. The leader
,of the opposition used a strong word in
characterizing this; lie used the word "1black-
mail." I thought lie was entitled to do so.
Perhaps the member for Springfield would be
interested in this. The dictionary says-

SMr. Abboit: He is reading one of Drew's
speeches.

Mr. Sinnot: I don't read bis speeches.

Mr. Macdonnell (Greenwood): I arn reading
a definition frorn the dictionary, and I want
to be sure I have it right. The dictionary
says that blackmail means "any payrnent
extorted by intimidation." If the minister's
threat does not corne within that definition,
then I do not know the meaning of plain
English.

It is, of course, quite dlean that the respon-
slbility for any delay and inconvenlence Is
the responsibility of the governrnent and not
of the opposition. By bringing down these
items on the last day, the governrnent added
another to the long series of acts in dis-
regard of the rights of parliament. There Is
no neason why the supplernentary estimates
should not have been brouglit down several
days pneviously or even rnany days pre-
viously-

Mr. Abboit: They were.

Mr. Macdonnell <Greenwood): -so that
there wouid have been no last-minute urgency.
No one, of course, doubts the reason for this
procedure, which is that governments do not
like mucli discussion; and on this occasion
the indications are inescapable that they were
anxious to avoid embarrassing discussion of
the foot-and-mouth disease.

Sorne hon. Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Macdonnll <Gieenwood>: I shahl refer
to this matter a little later.

An hon. Member: What item are we on,
Mn. Chairman?

Mr. Howe: I suggest that this Is intolerable.
The hion. member is completely out of onder.
He is making a political speech.

Supply-Veterans Aiffairs
Mr. Macdonnell (Greenwood>: Mr. Chair-

man, I arn proceedîng with your authority
and with the consent of the house.

Some lion. Memboîs: Oh, oh.

Mr. Howe: He has not the consent of the
house.

Mr. Macdonnell <Greenwood>: Mr. Chair-
man, hon. members opposite are making this
statement exceedingly difficuit for me. I may
say that it will be much shorter if they let
me go through with it. There is flot much
more.

The Chairman: I understand that it is dif-
ficuit for the hion. member to make his
statement. I would -point out to him that we
are now on item 649. 1 would ask hlm to
make bis statement and to make it short and
to the point.

Mr. Sinclair: And not read it.

Mr. Macdonnell <Greenwood): I arn trying
to make it short and to the point.

Mr. Sinclair: And not read it.

Mr. Sinnoi: Put your catalogue away.

The Chairman: Order.

Mr. Macdonnell <Greenwood): Notwith-
standing the unwarranted delay of the govern-
ment, we indicated that we wished to co-
operate, and on behalf of the opposition I
suggested that the pressing items învolving
salaries niight 'be deait with first; but the
government preferred flot to accept that sug-
gestion. Everything we did indicates our
intereat in the welf are of the civil servants.

Sorne hon. Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Abboit: Especially in Carleton county.
Mr. Macdonnell <Greenwood): We have a

duty to our civil servants and we have sought
to discharge that duty. I believe, however,
that our civil servants will be the first to
agree that we also have a duty to the heavily-
burdened taxpayers of Canada.

1 corne now to the item affectlng foot-and-
moulih disease, which-

The Chairman: Order. I must ask the hon.
member to deal with that item when it cornes
before the committee.

Mr. Macdonn.1l (Gre.nwood): Mr. Chair-
man, I go back to what 1 said at the outset.
We are here today by unanimous consent.
You have allowed me to go through more
than hait of what I wanted to say, and I do
flot think it would, If I may say this with
deference, do any harm to aflorw me to cors-
plete it. I think it would be convenient for ahl
concerned if I finished this statement now.

Mr. Abboit: I do not agree.


