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velopment of. the Coast province. With
reference ta the entite Pacifie coast, the
fIrat explorera came fram Spain and Russia.
Those frarn Spain explored' the coast line
of Mexico and 'the Pacifie States and sailed.
-as fat north as the Aleutian Islands, where
the-te are stili ta be found certain geo-
graphical irares of Spanish origin. The
Ruasians, on the other hand, expl.ored the
Alskan oaMt snd eaio-d a f at southi as
California. About 1he sme lime, or a littie
Inater, Captain Coak, Meare làd olliere
from Englanclexplored the coast line from
the mouth of the Columbia river north-
ward, including parts whieh are no-w Brit-
ish Columbia, for example, thc Qucen Char-
lotte isiands, and ail explorers including
thase tram England, claimed the territory
discovered. by simply landing and fooemally
teking ,posseseion in the namne of their mcv-
ereign, ju'st au D'Arcy McGee demcribed
Jacques Cartier:
In -the foreste of the Narth, whle hie towns-

men meixrned hie Ions,"
Re. was .rearing on Mount Roal the. fleur-de-

ie and Cross.

*Alter the American Révolution, Englands
activities vtre greatly 1essewêd on this con-
tinent iby reasan of thc F.renèh -Rvolution,
which continued ta occupy lier tinme and
etrengti down ta and including -the earlier
years of the last century. 'In the meantime
th, f ur traders of the warld had been look-

-in# with longing eyes, ta -the wealth cf the
P>acifie coast. The charter of the Hudson
Bay Company dicl not permit thcm ta ex-
tend their opérations west of the Rockies,
but the oid Xarthweel Comnpany had secured
a bease on wliat is new the rnainland af
-British Columbia. Abouit ane hundred
years ago the Hudsoni Bey Campany and
the Northwest Comnpany joincd farces, which
gave the farmner a footing on the Coast. In
1843 Vancouver Island 'was leased to the
Hudmon Bey Company, aud moon they es-
tablishfed a post an the present site cf the
City, et Vietoria, and ini 1849, Vancouver
im1axi4 wam made a Crn colony.,

What was:then ýcalled, British Columibia,,
narnely, the meinland and Quecu Charlotte
Imlande, was rnndé a Crown colony in 1858,
aid iu 1866 Ahe two colonies were united
affd dive ýyears later Britli Columbia en-
tered'Confeeratlen. ,- i

,Now, itie-impàéu*le fer us to understand
the Biitish Ooýlùrobla -Indian <iuçstion with-
ont sme ides e of ils *develepmient'througli
the successive période I have just outlîûed.
Firet, let us bear in mimd thel when the
discoverers cleimed the territary and
forrnally took possesin, lhe natives were

recoguized, not a owners cf the lend?,.bûùt
as inhabileuts af the country. They, Ihad
absolutely no -conception of owuerahipi,ils
we understand the term. Then,, a lleéî,'
when tho tcrritory carne under -he &*iy-of
the Hudeon Bay Cornpany, thi, me -itU-
tude and relation was recognized and méhi-
tained. .

Il must furtlier be borne in mind. filal if
w, consider the relation of the -Indien
tribea ta the Dominion, there im ne fixed
date whici may ibe regarded as the lime
et whlich the wliole question was definitely
decided or settled. As a matter of taet,-
their present statua ie the reauit cf long
and graduai growth, just as the Engliali
constitution la tic development cf centur-
les snd aur awn present national status le
the outcome of naturel growth subsquent
te Conféderation. Oo, ln a similat mon-
ner, il cen be stated that the present te-
lation, of -the Indian tribes ta this'eonlry
lias been the reàuit of a century or, mare
cf mutual understandlnip and arraune-
meat through, first, thc -Impérial -Goyern-
ment, then, the Calonial Govirnumcnt .azâû
finaily, thc Doinion or Pro vincial Gov-
erunent and, indeed, willi many, -trlbes
treelies are unêde. They,- eadu lnu turn,
dedt. generonsjy willi Uic natives wlio were
always regarded as tic ceuntry's warda.The allied tribes cf British Columbia, as
sel forth i a petition presenled ta thé
House of Comnions, claien tri-bal'owne>-
sIuip -of thc land under aboriginal tile, sud
this, claisi appeara te be based upon thé
proclamation cf King George III in 176e.
T-~his proclamation was iasued aller the con-
quest cf Canada le establiah Hie Majcsty'm
Governxnent in lie newly conquered terri-
tory. 'The proclamation mIels. thaI il is
issued for lie purpose -of' estnblirhing "a
Government iu the extensive aud valuable
acquisitions in America secnrêd by 'thc
Treaty of Paris. i

Il is, perlimps, neediesa bo point eutthat
the Frechl made ne dcaim te what Je nov
the province ai British Columbia.. Thhfty
yes afterward, or in 119,% Captain Van-
couver landed on the Island that nov béar$
has name, and in the following year Me-
Kenzie made him ôvcrland, -jouilney le tic
coa8t.

Regarding tlie preclamation ilseif, 'it v as
repeeiedby subsequent Actso'f the Imperi4l
Parliarent, courts were sel up, and a sye,
tem cf goverument was gradua]ly devel-
c ped. It is a wiell-4evo tact that'the iludm-
son Bay Company always tre ated thc In-
diens generously. Il vs in their Intaresth,


