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vided that ail treaties which are inconsis-
tent with tbe terms of the Covenant must be
modified or terrninated without delay, and
the nations parties to the Covenant agree
that tbey will take such action in order to
bring their international obligations into
harmony with the terme of the Covenant.
It is also provided that ail treaties con-
cluded in future must be filed or registered
witb the Secretary of the League, and such
treaties are open to ail the members of the
League so that their contents may be
known.

Mr. CANNON: Will the hon. minister per-
mit 'me a question? Has this been done as
far as the Anglo-Persian Treaty is con-
cernedP

Mr. ROWELL: The Anglo-Persian Treaty
was concluded before the League went into
effect. But that Treaty muet be broughit
into conformity with the terms of the C'ov-
enant, if it does not now actually conformn to
it. The Covenant provides for ail cases of
treaties concluded prior to its going into
effect.

Mr. D. D. McKENZIE: Do I understand
ti minister to say that the treaty-making
power of Great Britain is now made subject
to tbe approval of the League, of Nations
and, to thât extent, the independence o!
Great Britain taken awayP

"*Mr. ROWELL: I would not -put it in
that way, but rather that Great Britain
binda berseli, as do .all the other nations
parties to the League, not to enter into in-
ternational obligations inconsistent with the
provisions of the Covenant. Ail treaties
wben entered into must, as I said, be ifiled
or registered with the Secretary-General o!
the League, and they do not become valid
until they are so registered.

Mr. I3URFiAU: I understand that past
treaties also mnust be registered with the
Secretary of the League?

Mr. ROWELL: Yes, past treaties must
be eitber rescinded or amended so as to
bring tbem into conformity with the Cov-
enant.

Tben the third method for attaining the
objects o! the League is the establishrnent
of the firm understandings o! international
Iaw, as the rule of conduct among goverfi-
mente. In other words, just as in ai civ-
ilized communities where law is adminis-
tered individuals are governed by tbe rule of
law in tbeir relations one with another, the
,Covenant o! the League provides that the
firn understandings o! international law
shaîl be recognized by the nations parties

to the League as binding upon them and as
governing their conduct in relation to one
another.

Then the fourth is the maintenance of
respect for ail treaty obligations. Mr.
Speaker, bon. members will recali that at
the outbreak of the war Germany laid down
the principle that an international obliga-'
tion should not be considered binding upon
a nation longer than that nation considered
it to be in its own selfish interest to so recog-
nize it; when in the view of the nation it
no longer served its purpose, it might re,-
pudiate, just- as Germany repudiated ber~
obligations under. the treaty with Belgium.
The principle that nations muet respect
their international obligations is embodied
'in this Covenant. The only way they can
escape these obligations is by terminating
the treaty in the manner provided in the
treaty itself, or by a reconsideration of its
terrne under the provisions of the Coven-
ant of tbe League.

Mr. BURNHAM: If it is regular, I wisb
to ask the hon. minister-at a somewhat in-
opportune juncture I admit-if the vote of
Canada in the League of Nations is as part
of the British Empire?

Mr. ROWELL: If my hion. friend bas no
objection I will corne to that in due course
and discuss it. I wi* to deal with this in
logical order.

Mr. CANNON: I would like to asic the
minister if.the reservations adopted by
Switzerland wben sbe decided to enter the
League of Nations are not conflicting with
the general principles just laid down and
explained by himP

Mr. ROWELL: We bave flot yet received
any officiai information as to the reserva-
tions adopted by 8witzerland. I arn there-
f ore not in a position to give my hion. friend
an answer to that question.

The organization of the League-and now
1 corne to the question of the- Council and
the Assembly-consists of a Council, an As-
sembly, and a Secretariat. The Council, as
hion. members will recaîl, is a body of nine,
composed of tbe representatives of the five
Great Powers, and four others representing
the smaller powers, to be cbosen by the As-
sembly when it meets. Pending the meet-
ing of the Assembly the names aie speci-
fied in the Treaty. As I now recail them they
are Belgium, Brazil, Greece and Spain.
When the Assembly meets it will be in a
position to cboose tbe four members who are
to represent the members other than the five
Great Powers.


