
APRIL 18, 1916 3M0

in a non-partisan way, but in a manner
which showed that he bas given the prob-
lem the deepest consideration from a
national and economic standroint. In
terins entirely free from partisanship he in-
vited the co-operation of theHouse, and par-
ticularly of the leading members of the
Opposition, whose experience hias made
their advice valuable, to co-operate with
hum and with the Governinent and the
House generally, in an attempt to solve
these enormous problems. My hon. friend
from St. John (Mr. Pugsley) a few mo-
ments ago took to tas'k hon, gentlemen on
this &ide of the House, because we did flot
rise in support of the Minister of Trade
and, Commerce. But, Sir, the hon. member
himself was actually wiggling in his seat
for three or four minutes beforemy bon.
friend concluded bis remarks, and was on
bis feet before the hon. minister had
ac'tu.ally taken hie seat. I hasten to, take
this opportunity of expressing not only my
approval, -but my gratitude to the minister
for introducing the subject in the mamner
he has. In my estimation there is no.
greater problem facing the Dominion of
Canada to-day than the problem of wbat
we are going to do to reorganize the na-
tioni's industrial and commercial ie alter
the conclusion of this war. My -bon. friend
froin St. John says that when these young
men come back froin the front, with the
training and discipline wbich resuits
naturally from a military 111e, they wiil
again faîl back into their places in the in-
dustrial ie of Canada. Thia is, the first
time I have heard, in recent times, froin
the lips of an hon, gentleman claiming the
experience, and at the saine time having
to a large extent the res.pect, shaîl I say, of
the people of Canada, for bis, ability at
least, such a sentiment as that. The hon.
gentleman knows, if he knows anything at
all, that when there, is a disruption of trade
caused by a great war 1asting for a period
of years, men do not fail back into
their places again. If he wants a
few examples I shall give huim some
that occurred during the few months
prior to the opening of the session.
I3etween September and January, there re-
turned to my city a large number of- men
woilnded and incapacitated for f urther mili-
tary ..erwce. Thiree particular cases which
came to my notice impressed on my niind
the gravity of this problein, which the hon.
member laughs at and brushes to one Bide
as a é3impie proposition. e The firet was a
young bank clerk who returned from the

front to Vancouver. Hie came to mny office
and asked what 'would be done for him.
I asked hlm What he did before the war.
He said he was a clerk in such and such
a bank. I said: There should be very little
difficulty in ynour going back to your old
position. He said that he did not want
to go back to the bank, that he was out
of the .bank now and never wanted to go
banking or clerking again; he wanted an
outside job. Would 'my hon. friend thrust
that man back into his former position?
My hon. friend knows that the mere fact
of thie man having served the Empire
would arouse sympathy for hum if any sncbh
attempt were made. Then a young man
came to my office and I asýked him the saine
question. Hie said he was a fariner. I
said: Tfiat is splendid. ýbecause I, kniow
wbere there is a demand for young men
on larmea. He said: Not 'much, I have
had all the farming I want, I want a city
job.

Mr. PUGSLEY: He must have been after
a -Government job.

Mr. STEVENS: He was alter a Govern-
muent job; and I may tell my 'hon. friend
that I recommended hlm and about 30
otheris for Governinent jobs. And further
te gratify my.hon. friend -in his little gibe,
I have adopted the policy ini Vancouver
that no one but a retu-rned. sokiier gets a
Governinent job, and, if my hon. friend
dees not agree with that pdlicy, be may
as well say so. Sc f ar as patronage is con-
cemned, if that is what the hon, gentleman
wants to introduce at this time, I would
not give a enap of my fingers if ail the
patronage in my riding were undertaken to-
morrow by a commission. Patronage haé
no attraction for me; it is the curse of
public life., But that is the situation and
the facts, that these men corne 'back to
Canada -with their former ideas disrupted
and changed; they have been taken out ôf
the ruts they were iu before, and they are
going to demand a different outlook in if e.
The return of 250,000 or 3M0.000 -of. these
men will have a very serious effect upon
the affairs of the country, and. s0 I say
that, in my estimation, lhe greatest prob-
lem facing Canada to-day is the problein
of re-adjustinent at the conclusion of the
war. The hon. member for St. John says:
Oh, Jet us wait, there is lots -of time tg
deal with this, let us first 'win the war.
Oh, he says: i would sooner sit in this
lieuse and expose graf t than iîîdulge in tbe
corisideration of such profoiind economic


