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eall the attention of the hon. niember for
South York te it, that long atter he and
I have disappeared, should the question of
mnaintaining the rights guaranteed te us
under the British North America Act arise,
should the question arise of upholding the
dignity ef this country's institutions
aniongat the foregiost provinces to uphold
that dig-nity and those rights will ho the
province of Quebec. We have heard a
great deal about the question ef annexa-
tien. I would like te quote a page et
Canadian history te my hion. friend, and te
a few ether hon, gentlemen te whom it may
do some good I had the curiosity, Nvhile
listening te what lias been said on the
subject of annexation by certain lion. ,gen-
tlemen opposite, te try to find eut wlîere
the question of annexation rcally aroso, aîîd
in whose mind the idea first took root. I
find that it originated in the rninds ef gen-
tlemnen allied with menibeprs sitting on
the opposite aide of the House. I find fliat
se eminent an authority in the Conserva-
tive party as Sir John Rose spoke very
strongly upon the question of annexatien,
and, thougli many peole lu this country
inay not be aware of it, Sir John Rose was
Mînîster of Finance in a Conservative ad-
mninistration. Speaking at the time of the
famous annexationist manifeste, he said
this:

To protract is cruelty; and are we unmanly
enougli te -leave as a legacy te our children
a task from the performance of which we
shriak, ourselves?

The lion. meniher (Mr. Maclean, York)
nmust know that thie talk et annexation did
îiot arise withi the Liberals et tlîe provinîce
of Qucbec, but clîiefly witli the inenîbers
of thie Coîîservative party. Tlîe Liberal
party lias always been true te this coun4
try, the province ot Quebec lias always
been true te this country, and te our in-
stitutionîs. It w-ould be more lionourable,
in discussing a commercial bargain ho-
tween the United States and Canada, te
appeal te Canada as a niiole and net te
sections of the country.

Anienduient (Mr. Monk) agreed te.

Motion as amcîîded agreed te, and House
went iîîto Cominittoe ef Ways and Means.

Mr. H. B. A'MES (St. Antoinîe, Mont-
roal>. 1 suppose tleîo use is now pro-
pared te settie down te a businesslike dis-
cussion, and te deal *witlî the question be-
fore us withîout lieat and without partisan-
.ship. I hope that we miay be able te weigh
dispassionately the pros and cens of this
proposition. I tlîink the pîeople of tlîis
country have beon waitiîîg witlî a little
disappointîneunt for a miore businesalike
discussion of tlîe resolutieiî now hefore the
House. I realize tiat wlîat I amn about
te say, is capable et being rejected or
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accepted by men of good faith on bothi
sides of the House.

The year 1910 bias been a record vear fui
Canada. Neyer lias prosperitv been greater
or more widespread. Our 'farrnurs have
hiad good harvests and highi prices, our
manufacturera have enlarged their output
and have increased their plant. There
have been great works of publie utility
and transportation underthken and carried
on to a succesaful conclusion. Our acgre-
.ate trade in 1910 has been greater tban in
aîiy previeus year in the history of Can-
ada. Our banks are increasing their cap-
ital, and enlarg-ing thieir business. During
last year credit has heen good and payments
have been sound, and tliere has been
thîroughout the country a feeling of optim-
i-ni, and a feeling ef confidence iii our
Sulves and in one aniother. Canada lias
admittedly been doing well, she has been
treading along safe and conservative lines,
along linos that should be, aiîd are I bo-
;ievo, satisfactorv to tlîe sound judgment
of the country as a whole. W\e can find
(}jtimisnl everywhere, and confidence is
general. Now, suddenly, without the sliglît-
est warning, and like a hoît out of the clear

~kthis government cornes into the House
and flinga upon tlie table a proposition
whicli alters ýour fiscal poliev that for the
last forty years has been profitably pursued
on the saine lines. This agreement, we are
told, must be accepted in its entirety, witb-
out, an', amendment in even a word or a
syllablo. The %vhole proposition stands or
the- whole proposition falls.

Now, we have ha(l tariff revisions be-
fore. l can renieiiiber them ever since
1893, but 1 neyer reiniber au occasion
before wlîen a tariff was takun into con-
sideration with a view of arnending it that
there has not been ample opportunity afford-
ed to ail persons interested te be heard, to
state their wishes, and to talk ovor their
nieeds with the ministers, and only after
.such consideration, lias the tariff been
amended. The hion. the Ministor of Finance
(Mr. Fi.elding) remembers that in 1907 he
brought in a Bill to amend our tariff
and that Bill was altcred if I remember
righitly in a score of itemis bofore it finally
îîassedl the House. That is the w'ay to make
a tariff. In that wa 'y i t is possible for in-
teroats to ho heard, it is possible for in-
justices te be romediod bofore it la too
late; and Canada, maintaining her own
fiscal independenco, is able to niake a
tariff under which ail lier people rnay
presper.

Now, -we are just beginning te -wake
un te the, consequences of this far-
reaching proposition. Every day senie iiew
group et people lu the country are boin-
ning te realize that this is affocting them,
that it is affecting the country whereas a
fcw weeks ago, or a feýw dayz aro. they


