
1328 Independence of LOCOMNONS.)
Local Government and the Federal
Government should be as independent
of each other as possible.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: So
they are.

MR. LAFLAMME-: No, they have
not been in the past, unfortunately.
The Local Government of Quebec had
excluded all the Federal officers from
participating in the affairs of their
House, and ho wished that the Federal
Government should take the same
course with officers connected with the
Local Government, in order to produce
the result they were all anxious for-
the separation of the Local and
Federal Parliaments.

MR. SMITiII (Westmoreland) said
he had no doubt his friend the Minister
of Justice would be glad to receive the
assistance of gentlemen on the oppo-
site side, because the question was in
no sense a party one, and in view of
the coming election it was desirable
that everything %vhich stood in the
way of the independence of Parliament
should be removed. It was necessary
that ail ambiguity as to the law should
be removed because it had been ad-
mitted by lawyers that, under the pro-
sent Act, there was no security. Be-
sides, the Legislature of Quebec and
that of New Brunswick denied that
they should be quite distinct from the
Federal Parliament. In deference to
the wishes of hon. gentlemen opposite,
however, his hon. friend the Minister of
Justice, believing that gentlemen who
conducted criminal prosecutions on be-
half of Local Governments did so
merely as lawyers who received a fee
for their services, and would not bo
influenced by other considerations if
returnod to the Federal Parliament,
had agreed to amend the Bill.
The question was one of great diffi-
culty, but the line must be drawn some-
where because it would not do to dis-
qualify a man for a trifiing matter.
The measure was brought forward, not
in the interests of the Government, but
in the interests of the people. If,
therefore, the phraseology made use of
by his hon. friend was not sufficiently
clear, no doubt he would be quite pre-
pared to modify it.

MR. LAFL AME.

MR. MASSON: Would it not be bet-
ter to adopt the law of Quebec alto-
gether ?

Mi. CARTWRIGHT: Willyou read
the phrase used in the Quebec Statute ?

MR. MASSON said there were two
Acts. One was passed in 1869, and
the first clause of it was amended in
1872. But there was a special clause
which was not repealed by the Act of
1872.

MR. MACKENZIE said it was desir-
able to make the words as distinct as
possible, because theîe were certain
classes of officials whom it would not
do to admit as members of the
House. In Ontario, for example,
the Clerks of the Peace and
Registrars had the surveillance
of the rolls; also to a certain extent,
the Sheriffs, who were ex officio Return-
ing Officers. Of course they were not
bound to act as Returning Officers,
but if they did, they ought certainly to
be disqualified.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess

MR. OUIMET said that the argu-
ment of the Minister of Justice
was that no member of this House
should be under the influence of this
Government or the Provincial Govern-
ments. If this argument was sound, the
consequence would be that not only the
permanent employés of the Provincial
Government but also the temporary
employés of this Government should be
excluded fron this Parliament. The
same principle applied in both cases.
The hon. gentleman had laid down a
general principle that no member must
be influenced by this Government, or
by any party outside of this louse. That
being so, thero was no more reason to
exclude from this Parliament mem bers
who might be influenced by the Lcal
Governments than there was to exc lule
members who might bo influenced by
powerful corporations, It was well
known that for years the attorneY to
the corporation of Montreal had sat in
this House, as well as members of the
council of Montreal. This corporation
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