1974 marke the 25th anniversary of the signing of the Korth
Atlantic Treety. The Secretary of State for External Affairs, the
Honourable Mitchell Sharp,and the MNinister of State for Science and
Technology, the Nonourable Jecnne Sauvé, announced today that during this
25th anniversary year, Canada will host a rmecting of the NATO Science
Comafttee to take place in Ottawa, September® 24-16

In looking back over the past 25 years, one is struck by the
profound changes that have taken place in the Alliznce and by the
capacity it has demonstrated to respond to new tasks and challenges.
The late Lester B. Pecarson attached considerzble importance to Article
II of the North Atlantic Treatywvhich emphasizes the desirability of co-
operation sxong Alliance members in fields outside the traditional politico-
military ephere. 1In 1956, Mr. Pearson, Yr. Gaetano Martino of Italy and
Mr. Halvsrd Lange of Norway were given the task of exploring the possi-
bilities for non-military co-operation among NATO member countriee.

This three-man study group, later to be known as the *Three
Wise Men', pointed out that "one area of special importance to the
Atlantic Community is that of science and technology". As a result of the
group's recommendations, NATO ‘established a task force which suggested a
permanent NATO Science Coxmittee end the asppointment of a science adviser
to the Secretary General.

The Science Committee is comprised ofnzticnal delegates highly
qualified to speak authoritatively on science policy. The Committee is-
chaired by the Assistant Secretary General for Science and Environmental
Affairs, who, with the aid of a emall scientific staff, is responsible
for implementing the Cozmitteets decisions, adninistering various ecience
programmes and advising the NATO Secretary General on scientific matters.

NATO's science activities consist of two sets of programres;

General and Special Science Prograrmes with a total annual budget of about
$6,000,000.

The General Science Progremies are designed to stimulate the
international exchange of scientific information, the key to effective .
co-operation. They include the awarding of science fellowships and research
grants and the funding of advanced study institutes. Science fellcuships
encourage the exchange of post-graduate and post-doctoral students in both
pure and applied sciences. The research graats cffer finencial supgert
for ongoing research projects reguiring international collaboratio:. The
advanced study institutes, a series of hizh-level sclentific seminzrs zbout
50 of which are held each year, bring scientists from many countries togcther
to study a particular subject.

The Special Science Programmes support a series Oof topic:l
short-term studies in applied gcience on subjects as diverse as ocesnography,
weteorology, the enviromaent and the social sciences.

These progratmes are continually reassessed both in relation to
NATO's other activities and to new developments in international znd nctional
support for scientific work. Although specific activities supported by
the Cormnittee have chanzed cver the yearz, NATO continues to base its
science progremme on tho promdie st erfar e ol vlivs e
scientific and techaolc; i-al intorszla (Ll eon 1o wivrnseld tnr';\:-
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