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and servicing purposés for the existing stock of tanks . I have
available the exact déscriptions by item, quantity, value and
destination of all the items covered by the totals I have
mentioned . I am reluctant to make these figures public as the
government-there is only•one in this .case because in the case
of Egypt the totals amounts involved,the information might be
prejudicial to her security . I would, however, be happy t o
let any hori . members who may desire, see all these details
in confidence ,

These figures show what has been approved . If there
could be shown a similar table for the dollar value of the
requests for military equipment that have not been approved
the amount would be many times as great . Some requests had to
be refused in toto, such as those for F-86 jet aircraft .
Others covered a legitimate requirement of a type which did not
contravene the principles .we had established but in our opinion
the amount was excessive for such requirements .

I mention these cases of rejection to make it clear
that the procedures I described earlier are not a complicated
method of in fact releasing everything we are asked for .
The proeedures do constitute an effective control system . This"
control-has been applied because in the view of the government
it is important that Canada should not contribute to the
development of an arms race in the Middle East or any place
else ; that is, should not permit exports which would give either
of the conflicting sides-if there is a conflict, a political
conflict-a military advantage which the other would be bound to
try to correct by increasing its military purchases in turn .

---------------------

The Political Situation in the Middle Eas t

I should like to turn now to the political situation
in the area in order to give the background to the questio n
we have been discussing . It is a situation which has been
disturbing and unsettled, as I have already said, since the
very foundation of the State of Israel . It is becoming
increasingly clear that some solution must be found.for the
problem of the relationship between Israel arid her . .Arab
rieighbours if that situation is to improve . If it does not
iaprove it will get worse and the danger of conflict will
increase . This is especially the case because there are
governments which are cynically hoping to obtain political
advantage from keeping the Arab-Israeli dispute burning without
any concern for the damage that this would cause the Israeli
and Arab people, or the danger to peace that might result . I
think there would be no contribution on our part to improving
the chances of peace in that area by cutting off all shipments
of defence equipment to the State of Israel, if that is *the
Policy of my hon . friends opposite .


