
ethnic groups, The challenge is to restore confidence in the Macedonian authonities and
to create social cohesion.

According to Mr. Kickert, the concept of a "Greater Aibania» is a myth, created mainly for
propagandistic reasons; it has no sigrilficant backing among ethnic Aibanian areas of the
region. Stili, a decision on Kosovo's final status cannot be postponed etemally.

The issue of organized crime and corruption, Mr. Kickert argued, is a significant problem
in the Balkans: the region is a centre for illicit trafficking of cigarettes, arms, drugs and
human beings, and corruption is intimately linked to organized crime. StilI, the way
forward is the integration into Euro-Atlantic structures, therefore values of transparency,
public accountability and fight against the climate of legal impunity for organized crime
should be promoted in the region.

Albania's post-Communist political and economic transition has been fraught wvith
setbacks, according ta, Dr. Robert Austin, Project Coordinator of tihe Centre for
Russian and East Europ.an Studies at the University of Toronto. He emphasized
that Albania stili lacks a leadership that understands democracy; and the country's
political life, which 1$ increasingly insignificant to a largely apathetic population, is still
dominated by just a few politîcians, formed cluring the Communist regime.

A weak economy and a weak infrastructure, which have led to widespread poverty, are
Albania's biggest problems. In addition to this, although not being involved in inter-ethnic
rivalry, Aibania has needed the international community ta corne ta its aid to mediate
disputes between Aibanians; in Dr. Austin's opinion, this indicates a low level of political
maturity. However, a new generation of politicians could change this situation and could


