
An important dimension of NGO involvement in peacebuilding is that they are capable of
filling gaps that neither international organizations, nation states or local institutions can address.
In this regard, it is important to differentiate the spheres of humanitarianism and politics. While
both are vital to the fulfilîment and sustainability of peac,,ý, their role in peacebuilding is quite
distinct, Dr. James Orbinski of Médecins Sans Frontières recently stated:

Humanitarian action takes place in the short terni, for limited
groups and for limnited objectives. This is at the saine time both its
strength and its limitation. The political can only be conceived in
the long term, which itself is the movement of societies.
Humanitarian action is by definition universal. Humanitarian
responsibility has no frontiers. Wherever in the world there is
manifest distress, the huxuanitarian by vocation, must respond. By
contrast, the political knows borders, and where crisis occurs,
political response will vary because historical relations, balance of
power, and the interests of one or the other must be measured. The
turne and space of the huma:nitarian are flot those of the political.'

However, as one distinguishes humanitarianism and militarism ini peacebuilding, one
must also discover how they can work together. Clearly, both have limitations and their
respective strengths must be niaximîzed ini harmonv to advance the i)eace aizenda. Althoueh

action.


