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2. That the label should be made to con-
stitute a warranty, and that false descrip-
tion, whether on the label or main adver-
tisement, should be made an offence.

3. That the provisions of the Sale of
Food and Drugs Aects should be applied
to proprietary medicines. It was further
recommended that a copy of the resolu-
tion should be sent to the Prime Minister,
the Secretary for Scotland, the Board of
Agriculture and Fisheries, and the Local
Government Board for Scotland.

It was pointed out that a gigantic trade
was done in seecret remedies, commonly
known as quack medicines, which the Act
did not touch; that the stamp duty on
packets of medicine in 1889 was £266,000,
and in 1908 £334,000, and the cost to the
public over three and a quarter millions.
The most exorbitant prices were charged.
The British Medical Association had had
exhaustive analyses made of these medi-
cines, as the result of which it was revealed
what was charged to the public at 1s. 114d.
cost the thirtieth part of a farthing. Not
only were the public being swindled, but
many of the component parts of these
medicines were deleterious, and often dis-
eases which could easily have been tackled
by medical science in their earlier stages
became chronic and incurable owing to the
use of quack remedies. Great Britain was
very far behind other countries. There was
complete prohibition in some countries on
the Continent of Europe, and restriction in
others; and outlying countries of the Bri-
tish Empire were following that example.
Farmers were prosecuted for having a lit-
tle additional water in their milk, yet un-
der the present legislation the swindling
patent medicine vendor, who was living in
luxurious style upon his ill-gotten thou-
sands, was allowed to go free. A county
council had to prosecute the grocer who
had a little margarine in his butter, but
could not touch the medicine vendor who
used margarine as a component of the
most deleterious compounds sometimes. It
was high time the Legislature were taking
action in the matter, but it was evident
the Central Government would not do so
without considerable pressure.

Dried Fish in London, England, as a
Cause of Typhoid Fever.
In submitting to the Public Health Com-
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mittee of the London County Couneci
report by Dr. W. H. Hamer ozx cerba.i‘::l lo‘-
calized prevalences of typhoid fever im
Lon(jon in 1910, Dr. Murphy, the couneil’s
medical officer, states that during the

25 years typhoid fever has markedly de-
clined in prevalence in London. A r
of the cases in recent years shows that they
display a marked tendency to oeceur in
groups, and that, for the most part, lo-
calities occupied by the very poor are

cially affected. Moreover, the same loeali-
ties have been in some instances repeatedly
attacked year after year. Thus the preva-
lence of 1910 affected an area in Bethnal-
green almost identical in extent with that
imiolvleéi ngo years before.

n , in 1903, and again in 1
cgnsumption of infected agx«xh was -,
ed as the cause of the prevalence
Bethnal-green outbreak was mﬁc?e!:g tl:
enable the question of shellfish, which
complicated the problem in 1908, to be
eliminated. An examination of the
of supply of dried fish to the 49
from typhoid fever in the affected I i
showed that they had, in all pro =
obtained their fish from one or other of
three shops, two of which had a common
source of fish supply. Coincidently with
the outbreak in the specially affected area
in Bethnal-green, a number of other loeal-
ized prevalences of typhoid fever d
ed in other parts of London gene
was found that all sufferers eontribufiw
to the excessive prevalences had partaken
of fish (usually dried fish), and that in
all the instances in which information
this head could be obtained small p].iu
belonging to the category deseribed e
dried fish vendors as ‘‘late steamer fish**
wa]s) in l%uestion.

r. Hamer in his report poin that
the kind of fish implicated Evoas t;l::;: (i
cluding in this term flounders and ol
that small plaice were specially open )i
suspiciont; that the question of im -
cleansing of the fish was important in con
nection with the communication of infee.
tion; and that the fish were already infeet.
ed before reaching the retail vendor
draws attention to the fact, establisheq o
the inquiries and reports of officers of by
Board of Trade, that much of the -hthl
plaice sold at Billingsgate comes from

area in which are situated certain “n;-



