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I*t ter known or more inr-luential in Nlontreal, and tirer
.journal enjoved in this way anr unusual advantage. MNr
Brierly bringCs to the new management tire reputation of ï
tboroughly successful Jouriralist. Hie lias carried on for i
number of years the St. Thomnas Journal, one of the best
daily papers in Canada, outsile of the large cities, and as h-
Ës stili in tire full vigour of life lie is admirably qualified to
make the nlew venture a success. Mr. Atkinsan bas been
for sorne years a inemnher of tbe stafr of tire Toronto Globe,
and1 during tbat tinie lie bas acquired a good reputation for
work with which bis name has been openly associated. Both
tbe manager and tire editor are keen politicians, who will do
their best con amore to, makre the,1Herald an infiuential propa-
gandist of ILiberal opinions and policy.

An interesting event took place recently
Retiring in tire University of Aberdeen. Tire stu-

a Professor

dents wbo lmad to attoend tire lectures of a
certain professor, and found them unsatisfactory, prefcrred
a for-mai complaint of inefficiency against hini, and after an
investigation by the UJniversity Court tbe charge was (le-
clared to bie well founided, and the professor was asked to
vacate bis chiair on a retiring allowance. This may look
like harsh treatment, but tire interests of tire students and
the University should, in sucli a case, be regarded as para-
mount. In the last resort only the students can sav whetber
the lectures of a professor are worth attending or not, and
if by regulation or in any other way they are compelled to
spend time on what is of no value to them they nîay reason-
ably demand an inquiry. A very similar incident happened
in the University of Toronto, wben the chair of Pliilosophy
was made vacant twenty-five years ago, the then new ap-
pointee being the late Prof. Young.

Quite a commotion appears to have been
M rbb'tsn] caused in certain circles by the announce-

ment that Mr. Grubb, the Anglican
evangelîst, bas joined the Baptists since bis return to Eng-
land. Wbiat lie said by wvay of explanration. of his action bias
been more disturbîng tban tire ceremony itself, for lie ap-
parently admits that lie was neyer truly a Christian till now.
The admission throws some doubt, if not discredit, on the
business of revivalism, for tbe public cannot lie sure that
seime other prominent and successful evangelist will not follow
bis example in cbanging his ecclesiastical afflnity and giving
the samne kind of reason. for doing so. The tendency of such
a course as Mr. Grubli las taken must lie to make bis con-
verts feel uncertain if not uncomnfortable. A mere change
of denomination would flot bave mattered mucli, but it is

(mite different with what amnounts to a confession that wbile
lie was converting sinners by his preacbing lie îad, not him-
self been really converted.

That the miilitary system of Germanv bias
Mm1tarist a brutalizing effect on the national cbarac-

Tendencies.

ter seems to lie beyond ail controversy. Ail1
youug (Jermans are subje.cted to service for tliree yearS, and
during tbat perio(i tlmey are drawn away fromn civil pursuits
and idealis, and demoralized by persistent cultivation of thme
iiitary spirit, and constant 4ubjection to iiiilitary discipline.

The other day anr otficer rau down and stabbed to death a
civilian who lad accidentally knocked up against him, and it
seems likely that the inurderer will escape with a nominal
penalty on the grourid tbat le acted in defence of lie per
sonal honour. Sucli occurrences are frequent enough te
menit tire careful consideration of aIl who are interested in
Germany's real welfare. It is notorious that tire Goverrnnent
bas found it extremnely diflicult to suppress the barbarous
practice of duelling ini the ariny, and that tire procesis of evo-
lution tbroughi which Ginlan inilitary ofilcers pass tends to
unfit them for dealiîîg in anry deýcent way witm barbarous
races in the colonies.

4~ T0ichR 23rd, lS96-

r PrisoniItimî~

ý1 OLIVER NIOWAT, as Alinister of Justice, bas
L - adx'ised tire appointnment of a commission to inquire

into tire working of Kingston Peniitentiar-y, and tire ;oV»
ernor ii Couneil lias acted on the advice. This is, of course,
no rellection on tire presenit warden, who wvas appoiuted onlY1

few ionths a«o. Whether there is any reflection on the

managemrent of tbe past will appear when tire commissionl
reports. As we bave flot seen a copy of the instructions issued

to the commissioners, we are leit to conjecture the nature
of the proposed inquiry, but it may safely be assumred that 't
wilJ deal with the vexed q1uestion of prison labour. For
procuring information on it the selected comînissioners, Pr-
E. A. Meredith and Mr. James Noxon, are exceptionally Weff

qualified, since they are already very thorougmly acquainted
not mnerely witl the nature of the problem to lie solved, but
also with the results of past attemnpts at its solutiol'
Sir Oliver Mowat himself, in lis, capacity of Prenmier
and At torney-General of Ointario, v;as forced to familiarile

limself with prison management in connection with the
Central Prison, the Mercer Reformatory, and the Penlet'n'
guisbiene Reformatory.

Tire question of prison labour is viewed differeîltlY
by different classes, who take voluntarily, or are f0trced

to take, a deep interest iii it. One class is miade Ue

of "prison reformers; " wlo think tire ideal of prison af
agemnent should lie to improve the convict and to do ail thst,

is possible to restore him to good citizenship. In tleiL' vieWl

the work should lie reformiative, and should lie caîculated tO

enable the prisoner to make a decent living when bis terff

expires The prison officiais constitute a second class. -'th
tbem work is disciplinary. They prescribe physical la1bourf
because convicts are more easily 'managed when theY gres

kept at work than tley are when allowed to go idle, ofd
their chief desire iii the mnatter is to induce sucb a degree o

physical fatigue as will tend to make the prisoner desire re

wlien his work ceases. A third class is made up Of those
wlmo are responsible to the people for tire administrot'ofl
the public service. They want to keep down the net c8of
maintenance by making tire labour of tire convicts as profltr

able as possible. The ordinary artisans constitute a fouirth

class. From their point of view any kind of prison labour
is objectionable which brings prison-made goods, into colPe-

tition. witb those made by free labour in factories.
The past experience of our o wn and other cOuIntr

shows that it is extremeiy difficult to barmonize these var
iant ideals in antnal prison management. MaYdifferee

ways of utilizing convict labour have been tried 11d td
more have been suggested, witbout niaking' it clear ""e o
satisfactory solution of tire problein is near at Il'%']d.
useful accounit of wbiat bas been attempted iîm English Priso
is given in the October nuinber of tire Ninieteerith 0 0 lltur

by Sir Edinund du Cane, whose experience etne '0
1851 lo 195, and range(] frein tire mnilitary control of trous

ported felons in West Australia to tire nae Vl.
large English prisons under limitations precscribedj by d
mient. Tire conclusion lielbas arrived at is thuS suumn

l1owev er <lesirmible induistri;il labour for prisoliers 1Y thali
a moral point of view, it es imipossible to apply it to m'ro in of
stnaîl proportion of th e ileeteeu to îpmommemt on a reî,101omL
the shortuess of the senltences ot t lmg larýge Imail, Il.&S tha
and] a costly ot o nign th.t i <-llalemmir, $ticl trio,
ti-ektd-null, cau be inami to prfto th mîmumal dagso'1 "ý

Tile ad%-amtage of ind(tmtrial labour in locail prisonlS , 0q01d
enabling prisomers t<) fuel lalseir ou (li.sharge, is COfleidera. cOfrein

ratd, ud t i only il a very iiijtcd dlegree oha -mi 1arUCS tmp.
wiLlie mu>ymut I '1isereni mi meer t ime lonmger, Setece
facility and aol ,antage le Omp ln i mmd mmetrimlwrfr xe

erilinemmt tself, consilee ma% il sf) Mscft PpoP'

Sulner- ot mueh articles, miti prisonms shem 1<1 thIeît.toe bc l;o.ermuîîlp

<,ovf-rflflent wor-kslolme, fer th li jmmates4 of whilm 0ther t qil
departiment te sim,mm as imia t f t imt'y timldm bigation, ~ -

te flumi enîîloymmenît


