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the sdhool-book trade of the Province ta be made the pool of publishers.

Rad Departmen.ta1 intrigue and party intolerance not been hostile ta the

third set of Readers (the " Royal Canadian ") when the various series were

first under the consideration of that incompetent body, the Central Comi-

mittee, matters wouid not have got into the taugle they are in at present.

To unravel the tangie, whie keeping faitl witli the trade, will eau] inta ex-

orcise Mr. Ross' deftest dîplomacy. In the Mînister's désire ta take lis

own and the riglit hue, it is impassible ta withhold from him public sym-

pathy. Until tlie present machinery of authorization is gat rid of, and a

return made ta an independent and irreproadliablo Council of Public In-

struction, no head of the Education Office will ho credited witlî act-

ing impartially, with thc requisite intelligence, and with good faith.

Mr. iRoss may as welh recogynize this at once. His compromise sdheme,

witliout compensation, we mnay assure him, will not carry. Nor ought it

ta carry wvitli any but dishonaurablo men. If we are right, and the pub-

lishing firms sliould refuse ta enter into the proposed arrangement, and in-

sîst on the Govermnînt's fnlfiling its pledges, or be beld responsible for

damage, then but anc ather course is open. That is, ta authorize the third

series in thc market, and let the fittest survive in the struggle that wouid

ensue-terminating the period of authorization, with ail alike, say, in twa

years fram naw. It is, we believe, the right reservcd ta the Government

ta cancel, after due and reasonable notice, the privilegye af introduction into

the sdliools of the text-books pmescribed by tIc Department. Lot this riglit

be exercised, the trade and the public at once ho notilied, and at the ex-

piry af the period lot there be "la new deal." The mistake made in this

whoie matter of introducing now readors was made at the outset, wlen the

Department failed ta commission a few literary experts, counselled by the

Gavcrnment, ta undertake the preparation of an officiai series, whidh, wlien

completed, it miglit tlirow open ta the trade, upon its own terms, in the

public interest, for manufacture and sale. Departing from this policy, oaci

stop in the histary of the Governmcnt's dealings witlî the trade in conuc-

tian witlî thc ileaders bas been a blunder, and, seemingly, thc reign of in-

competence and fatuity lias nat yet ended. Bold Ministerial measures may

give assurance that educatianal matters are liencefortlî tao bo btter

managed ; but bold measures, ta ho successful, shanld ho faunded on justice

and womked aut in good faitli. G. M. A.

CORRESPONDENCE.

NEW BRUNSWICK LETTR.

OUR politicians are cansidemably exerciscd, at present, in deciding, wlio is

ta ho the successsor in thc Hanse of Cammons of honest John Pickard,

deceased. A few persans, calling themselves the Liberal party, are doter-

mining who shaîl run in opposition ta thc Dominion Govomnmont, and a

few other persans, cailing themselves thc Liberal-Conservative party, are

selecting their Gavernment candidate. After these persans have made

their sélections the electors are ta ho gracionsly permitted ta say wbicl of

tho twa mon shahl have thc seat. Bath of the mon may ho objectionablo,

nioraliy or politically, but thc constituency wiil have no cloice but ta take

anc of them, as no man bas aîîy chance as an independent candidate with

two party machines at work in thc canstituoncy.
Mr. Pickard lad a strang personai grip of the caunty, aitagether apart

f roi paliticai considerations, and was nat dépendent upan any party ma-

chiîîery. He could and did defy the wire-pullems, wlio mare than once

conspired ta nominate some othor Liberal in lis stead, and the resuit of tIc

vating sliawed how hopeless it was ta appose him. Nat because le was ar

orator, swaying the minds of mon witl lis elaquence; not because le waE

a 8tatesman, propounding thearies of government whicl commendod them

selves ta thc popuhar intelligence; nat because le was a legishator, wli

could point ta useful laws that ho lad causcd ta be placed on the statuti

book, was ho 50 great a persan in thc county, but mcrely bocause le knev

everybody and niet everybody in a frank, hearty, breezy way, making thon

feel that ho liked them and was gbad ta sec tliem, and leaving them imn

pressed with the feeling that John Pickard was "la downriglt goad fellow.
Hie was lonest, kindby, friendly with ahl, and lad thc juvenile air ani

manner of mon wlo retain late in life a taste for thc things of youth.
How characteristic this juvenility is of papular politicians, and how ir

portant a factor it is in their hold on tho public mmnd, you mýay not lai'
considemed. But look at Sir John Macdonald, the jaunty leader of th

dominant party. Wliat a schoalby le is among his brother legisiators
How lie laves a frobie! How le steals off ta the smoking moam ta tell a
bar a stamy while a saub-inmpassionod orator is slowing liow ta save or rui

the State I And Sir Leanard Tihley, wlo bas also kopt lis hld an th

public mind af twa genorations. Sc him don lis Windsor uniform, ador

himsehf witli thc insignia of tIc order of St. Michael and St. George, an

stop around witli a jauntiness only second ta that of lis chief, slowing an

miot ashamed ta show that ho takes pleasume in dispiaying the glitterir

baubles on lis bïeast. And home is aur own Provinoiah Secretary, playful]

stybed thc deacon, wla lias gaincd an invuinerable position in the large coi

stituency of the city and county of St. John, acting hike a regular sdlioc

boy out for recess when the duties of the moment are îîot such as to cail

for a more dignified bearing.
Speaking of politicians and parties 1 may remind you that partyism,

pure and simple, is not the governing principle in aur Provincial affairs.

We have the ins and outs, of course, but changes are frequent. A sup-

porter of the Government crosses the floor because a scaler of logs has been

appointed in his county contrary to his wishes, and a member of the Oppo-

sition becomes a supporter of the Government when lie is Led to believe

that lie miay secure a bridge or railway subsidy for lis constituents, or a

seat in the Législative Council for himself, by so doing. The last Govern-

ment, a majority of whose members belonged to the Liberal-Consorvative
party in Dominion politics, was overthrown by the defection of three of its

Liberal-Conservative supporters-Mitchell, Turner, and La Billois-thus

making room for the present Government, a majarity of whose members

belong to the Liberal ranks. At the recent élection in Albert Caunty Mr.

Turner employed the Government influence for the élection of Sir Leonard

Tiliey's candidate, and at the coming elections in York Mr. Blair wiIl use

the saine influence on behaif of Mr. Burpee's candidate, Mr. Burpee being

the Liberal leader in this Province. This may appear ta be a rather dis-

organized state af things, but it is inseparable from aur no-party systeni

of mnanaging provincial affairs. The supporter af the Government must

ilave the patronage af his county, and lie will use bis power ta help his

friends in Dominion electians. The Premier may not like it, but what can
lie do about it 1

The weakest élement in aur business affairs, this winter, is the lumber

interest. Shipmnents were made ail the scasan at a ioss, and the drain upon

the capital of the Illu mber lords " lias been heavy. Tiieir loase change has

been used up, and inany of them are at the morcy of the banks. Theso

institutions have always beon rather conservative in their dealings with

the lumber manufacturers, sa the latter say, and are disposed ta be even

more so now. Our principal local bank is said ta have refused a loan of

$50,O00 tlie otlier day ta an embarrassed lumber merdhant, aithougli lie

affered security valued at $150,000, and bis paper went ta pratcst accord-

ingly. The business bas been overdane, thus glutting tlie markets and re-

ducing thc prices below the cast of production. The fiscal policy of the

Government bas liad nathing ta do witli the causing of thc depression. A

few things entering inta a lumberman's supplies are taxed mare heavily,
whîle other things are taxed mare lighly, and thc cost of manufacturing
deals lias not been sensibiy affected by the protection policy. The sole

cause of the depression is the overstocking of the European market by
Norwe gian and Canadian lumber shipments.

One of the embarrassirîg, offects of this duliness in the lunîbor trado,
witli a decreased amount af logging this winter, will be a falling off in tho

provincial revenue. A large percentage of the revenue of New Bruns-
wick-noarly ahl of it, in fact, cxcept the Dominion subsidy-is derived

fram the sale of lumber licenses and the imposition of stumpage dues, and

the restricted opérations of this winter will seriously reduce the incame
from this source. As the Province lias barely enougli ta keep hanse with

and pa the interest on the debentures tliat have been issued for the erection

af public buildings and the subsidizing of rail ways, any falling off must

cause a deficit. But thé railway debt is not so large as it will be when the

authorized lines are canstructed, and aur finances will soon have as embar-
rassing a situation ta face as thase of Quebec.

The tendency, an apparently irresistiblo tendency, here and everywhere,

is tawards an increase in expenditure, even thougli everybody is calling for

retrendliment, and pahitical financiers find it difficuit ta reconcilo this teln-

dency with a fixed income. If a cent a paund could be put on sugar, a

tenl per cent. increase on rum, or an extra cent or twa on tobacco, as in the

goad aid times wlien the Législature liad this power, the Governmont
mniglit subsidize rigît and left, and build bridges at the demand of every

supporter, and stîi mun no risk of ombarrassing the treasury, and the long-

îng ta be able ta raise money in this way is one of the causes that keep

alive a certain degree of dissatisfaction witli Confedération. JAY.
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BALLAD 0F A SUTMMEIfl HOUR.

) IIERE whero the sward i hc n re

Under this spreading oak and. aid,
Where flocks of daisies shy are seen

Like fainies shriîîking from the cold,
And dandelions crowned with gold,

And stunflowers that searcli the sky
Like wizened sorcerers of aid,

Rest tili this sunny haur goos by.

e Look forward thraugli the ieafy scroen
e To where those aid grey towers upliold

A mass of ivy that lias been
r Stili thickening as the long years rolled,
n Stili droopiîig many a saf t thick fold

ýe 0f beaves ta bide fram curions eye
nl The rents and scars that time lias doled
d As many a stormy lour went by.

g Birds On the turrots sit and preen
ýy Tlieir wings, not dreaming that the miould

Il- 0f time can ever dim the sheon
dl- 0f their briglit colours manifold.


