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PENSIONS AND STANDING ARMIES.
.>, 'ETBRITAIN, with a regular army Of more tban
oni

efes " ~ers and men, and a total force, effective and non-
And PMU of61,000, pays annually less than $75,000,000,
enor.. .c' with a regnlar force of 580,000, besides an
thîe (1u eserVepy$1,0,0. The great army of
milits f E ire, the best appointed and equipped

o 'C 11, ocei the world, consisting, on a peace footing,
Of 92,00 ficrsand men, costs annualiy less t

8'g 814 000 , 18 maintained at an expense of less than

PéopIe o!0fou These are the annual charges to which the
OIrîer to nouintgreat European nations are subjected in
forCe fortin a constantly available and effective

oth"Own defence in case of war, and for the
PreVation Of the " balance of power " which their
POendt 10 conider necessary to guarantee their inde-
People '0 No tanding ar my in the world costs the
Aile lnucli as our army of discbarged soldiers.
th Ougb we are at peace anîong ourselves and with ail

hu urd hnCa ave no foreign or domestic policy to makre
$135,00 exPenditure necessary, we are paying more than

t* 00 annallyto the soldiers of a war that closed

0 iia*8 ago. The payment of reasonable pen-
"ail Of wounids actually received and diseases

of . art Otracted in the military or naval forces in time
e staud right in itseîf, and is, moreover, the

refor t tat can be adopted by a Government whicb
Srvicesro! defence aîmost excluaiveîy upon the voluntary

Pub ,O 'te citizens ; but the gratuitous distribution of
it, .ltOney among certain classes of the people is neither
8er cnsitent with the character o! our institutions.-

rCadi.sîe, in thte Forlumý.

T aOnERT BRONiNGs voICF.

.etth 8t V was the anniversary of Robert Browning's

.4 ula,. M, a five o'clock in the afternoon, in
Z)., 1rato! o it, an event unique in the

lac"-' lansd of strange sympathctic signiicance
e a (li House. The voice of the dead man

rP>8eain - This is the first time that Robert
8ig or an ther voice bas been heard from beyond

rae t was generally known that Col. Gouraud
ot lokd.up in bis sefe soine words spoken by the

the0  Prtil I71 1889, at the house of Rudolf Lehimann,
lth, ;tou l)to yesterday the wax cylinder contain-

t d But' u'evrb made to yield up its
ent. Yesterday Dr. Furnivaîl and Col. Gouraud

trPp - 'n'ee at my bouse, aud the president o! the

t 5 niuig 'Soity (Dr. Furnivall> reminded Col. Gouraud
i4 a te aniversary of their mutual friend's deatb,

SI this Would be a fittîn occasion to test the
grIY of the yidrcnaig bis voice. Accord-cylider ontani.
JOUn w ring Rudoîf Lehmann to meet us, we

de Edri0 ison House. The small white wax
ro cone~ the record carefully wrapped in wool

Voai , anid, on beiîîg put upon the machine, the

1 il , 18Udoî Lehmann's bouse on the night of
9, were accurately reproduced. First came a

à CI ouraud's voice, addressed to Edison,
440 g'ldta Robert Browning's voice would follow

%* gran then, whist in breatbless silence the little,
64I'f U tood round the phonograpli, Robert Brown-fa ,~iliar and cheery voice sud&enly exclaimed

-Sy~and itnmeIiately afterward fo.4owed

1I SIrang t(, the saddlje, and JTris, -auj he;
1'i 1 alloi)ed, etc.

oro:"eut 'on in a lot spirited manner clown to the
theed th

-ri Veidechee(1 h
ne said hurriedly, 1I forget it! er--
.~rorupts), and Browning goes on :

t 9 *en1 the gte shut behind uis, the ighits sank to test
1 in h haited) rer4' 1-1 amnexceedingly sorry

elIer il be mYown verses- but one thing; that
UI po y liff0 is the astonishing sensation pro-

gr W e b our onderful invention." Then
n~il It une-Rudolf Lehmann reminded us that

ellt t te peakingtube, but, on being asked to10. te hi814 1Ca Wn woris, returned. So presently in a

fuf) Ur of Outed at us tg Robert Browning." The
five Padln voices aud loud clapping of bauds

de f5 te this extraordinary seance, the wax
1 gU bi. a anPossession of by Miss Fergusson, who
144,4 , lted the phonograpb on the niglit of April 7,

leC 'Idfor which . the little company had met
*'teo'aPliaed ; a few reliable persons could now bear

"oi% P t t, fetthat the record of Robert Browning 's
%otrd i ote satsaord considering that the

> e'fuZIY perect. The witnesses were then

ll1'tùo "g P icalIy, eacb speaking a few appropria te
k'01 the -;.mouthpiece. The cylinder containing the

14ope 'r5  tue8sse was finally added to the Browning
,loi %" this invluable relic was then restored to

~ o. Goureud's already historic irayof
R.1 «Weis, in London Times. liar

P0 roduces annually '20,000,000 tons of coal,
C i'00010001~ England 105,000,000. The annual

*O 560 ebany i 3,000 lb. for each individual,
Ch -, and in ,England 7,400 IL.In France

aoai are far more largely used than in

IN NORTHERN SKIES.

WEns of silver, sphtn in the twilight's travail,
Spring into sigltt when the orange nul bas pas8'di

Silver webg that a diamond dew-world spangles,
Webs of cry5tal glittering et glowing ang-les

Flash into fiante at the zenith, rosily mass'd;-

Crowns of silver, colossal, shining, mighty,
Serenly set upon brows, straiglit, briglit, and bland

Girdles that grace a priestess higli in the azure,
Zones that encircle a queen in ber safe embrasure,

Gleam on the verge of midnight's velvet strand

Shields of silver, studdod with fires of topaz,
Harps thatar silver.strung, rimm'd puewt earls

Rapiers ricli with gems Chat the gloom encrustetb,
Scythes and scabbards that neyer a wet inoon rusteth,

Wbeels of gold thQt a tireless helmsman twiris

Sails of silver, spread to the silent ether,
Slips of state that ride witb a bunuisbed keel;

Galîcys grand that sparkle to magicenîcasure,
Dipping divinely down in a radiant pleasure,

HuIls of gold that roun)d with the star- worlds wheel-

AIl go hy-sails, Shîields, crowns, gems and girdles.
Flearken the ring of the mighty silvern chains

Hearken the clang sud the clash, the reverberations,
The golden din, as the shining, constellations

Slowly swing sud sink to the dusky plains!
-S8. Frances Harrison, in Bel/ord's Magazine.

NANSEN'S PREtJIS.

As you know already, we left the Jason, on July 17,
with the best of prospects, aud expected to reacli the lantd
the very next day. In this, however, we were disap-
pointed. We were hindered by the packiug of the ice, by the
force of the currents, and by tloes 50 impracticable
Chat we could neither row between them nor pull our
boats over them. One boat got crushed ; but we mended
ber, and made ber serviceable egain. We were carried
seawards by the current at the rate o! thirty miles ini the
twenty-four hours. We drifted in the ice altogether
twelve days. We struggled to reacli the lantd, and were
near doing so three times, but t.hree times we were carried
ont to sea at a speed there was no contending against.
Once, dnring a whole day and nîght, we were iu continual
risk o! destruction in the heavy sea that broke upon the
edge o! the ice. After twelve days' drifting, wo were
carrîed ashore at Anonitok, wbich lies to the north o! Cape
Farewell, in lat. 61 de". and some minutes, thte number of
which I do not remember at this moment. We tIen
rowed northwards, and reached Umnivik, and begen the
crossing on the IlInland ice " there on Auguat 15. We
steered first for Christiansbaab, but, as we met with vio-
lent etorma sud heavy going underfoot, we saw we should
not arrive there in time to reach home this year. By
going to Godthaab I thought we ahould have more chance
o! this ; aud, besides, I cousidered that it would be more
interestîng to examine the ice in this quarter, as it was
as yet quite unexplored. We, therefore, altered the
course for tihe District of Godthaab, reacbed a height
o! uearly 10,000 feet, sud experienced as munch as-.40
deg. or 50 deg. Cent. o! cold. For several wccks we were
more than 9,000 feet above the seir. We had furious
storms, loose, fresh snow, sud terribly heavy going. At
last, towards the end c! Septeiner, we came upon land
not far from Godthaab. Though the ice bere was nasty
sud rougb, we found a passage, aud, coming down at the
head o! Ameralikfjord, bers made a boat out o! our tent-
floor, some bamboo-poles, sud willow boughs. Iu this
Sverdrup and I rowed off, aud reacbed this place, yester-
day, October 3. The four others will be fetched as soon
as possible ; they have rather short commins to live upon
in there. Hers you have our " saga " in short. I may
add Chat we are ail perfectly well, anti that everytbing bas
gone capitally.-Front I" Tite First Crossing of Greenland,"
by Fridtjo/ NVan3en. Trausla ted ty Hurbert X. Gepp.
Longmans.

WHAT CIISiIANITY'S FRUITS ARE.

CHRIsrIANITY is our moral mîother- the mother of our
standards o! justice ; the mother o! our noblest conceptions
of duty ; the mother of that spiritual sense wbicb appre-
hends God ; the inother o! a civilization, more active, more
moral, more progressive than any o! which the world bas a
record. We speak o! the waning iuterest in theological
discussion. AIl this may be consistent witb a growing
interest in Cbristianity. Theology may need theologians to
explain sud defend it. Chistianity needs only bearts to
receive it, and lives to illustrate it. The Christian mmnd is
outgrowing the need o! stniking symbols. t is also outgrow-
ing the use o! denominational barriers. The spirit is succeed-
ing the letter o! the law, the dloser fellowsbip o! religions
denominations the more toleraut spirit, the langer charity
which everywhere abounds, the libenal recognition o! the
normal differences which exist in the constitution sud educa-
tion o! men show Chat the fruits o! Christianity are con-
stantly growing riper sud icher. The spirit o! Christianity is
coming to domiuate more sud more the forces o! the
world. We dwell with satisfaction upon the achievemeuts
o! our age ; the progresai which bas been made towards
national justice, even friendship ; the wider diffusion o! al

forms of useful knowledge, the rnany ways by whichi the
cornforti of men have Iteen multiplieil. We realize that
the present Century 1101(1 more that ïnay minister to the
happiness and nobility of life than any that preceded it.
There are no spasmodic movement8 hefore the people, but
a peaceful flowing on of the current of progress, a steady
rising of the tide of general intelligence. Ail this lias
corne as Christianity bas spread. Can it bc continiîed
without the aid of Christianity i Can thi8 be don(e with
the dumb, spiritless, nerveless, faithles-s principles of mater-
ialistic or pantheistic belief i They rnay build tonîhs and
they may build temples, but can they comfort and streng.
then and exaît the minds and hearts of men! Cari tley
prepare this grand age for the duties and triuniphs of the
next 1 We stand looking into a future richer iu promnise
than any age which has preveded it. It will have the
accumulated wisdom of ail the ages. What will enable men
to grasp that wisdom and apply it to the ways of life ?i
The heaven-born ligbit of Christianity. The light that
shines upon the patb of the humblest individiial and whieh
is also sufficient to light up the highways of nations ; the
liglit that will neyer go out, because it is held by the hand
of God. There is a hope in the world which neither tbis
age nor any other has as vet realized. This hope is slowly
assuming the stronger forms of belief--the belief that with
so much light in the world there should be less darkness
the belief that with so much weaith in the world there
should be less poverty and less sorrow; that in the race of
life there should be fewer handicaps that soniehow in
some way the opportunities of nmen should be less unequal.

-PORTRAITSaOF CLhOuAlR.

Tii question of Cleopatra's beauty is an old one, but it
bas been broughT into fresh prominence by Sardou's

"Cleopatra ' and Mrs. L'îngtry's revival of Sli;taespeare,,s
play. The only authentic portrait of Cleopatra that is
known to arch;eologists3 is a bust which appears on a series
of coins. It is on the reverse, and beairs the inscription in
Greek, Il Queen Cleopatra, the D)ivinîe, theYogr,
while on the obverse is a portrait of Il A iithony, l)ictator
for the Third Time, Triumivir." The workmianslîip of the
coin is far from good, and this accounts in iomne no-asure
for the undeniabiy plain appearance of tlie Qucon. Yet
the likeriess, so far as the features go, is a true one, for the
other coins of the saine series, thougli of a ditl'erent type,
give her the saine features--an aquiline riose, a strong chut,
a long neck and narro'v shoulders. The fact is that hier
beauty was net 50 renîarkable as one would thinki froin the
spell she cast ovor C:esar and Anthony. Plutarch, for
instance, tells us Il that lier heauty ini itself %,as by ne nîneans
incomparable noî- calculated to amaze those who saw beýr,"
but adds that the nagnetic charmn of hier maniner, the
gracefulness of ber movements, the peirsuasiveness8 of lier
conversation an] lber figure wore nîuost attractive--/all
Mail Gazette.

A tRARE COIN.

Titp Jorid was to-day sliown a lettet-r ci~dfreinî
Capt. Robert Hl. Hughies, of the Allan lhner, Arova .Scoia,
by Mr. Wni. McCarthy, late of liockwood, On. but wbo
intenda to become a permanent resident of Vpncouver,
thanking hirn for the present of a quarter of a pistareen,
dated 1740. When Mr. McCarthy was having the celIaîr
excavated for one of the lirst bousesini ltockçwood nîany
years ago the workmnen came across this coin, buried quite
a distance below the surface of the grouud. Hec lias al ways
kept it until a few weeks ago when he sent it to C.apt.
H{ughes. Mr. McCaî thy crossed the Atlantic this summner
in the Nova Scotia and noting that Capt. Hughies was.an
enthusiastic collector of old and rare coins acknowledgred
the courtesies lie had received by this token. The pistareen
was a Mexican coin passing current in the [United States
before that newly organized colony hail a die cast for
themselves. The quarter pistareen is now a great rarity.

-Vancouver World.

ROYAL ENGLISH AU'IIuIiS.

TnE liat begins, naturally, with Alfred, Il the father of
English prose," as the Rev. Stopford Brooke cailîs bin.
Next comes Henry Il. and Richard t, Edward IL. is
said to have been an author, and Richard Il. is also said
to have Il made ballads and songs, rondeaus and poemis."
Even Henry V. has been accredited with Latin verses,
but this is doubtful. Henry VI. was an author, and
Henry VIII. a writer on theological subjecte! ; whule
Edward VI., Mary I., and Elizabeth, all wrote. James
1. is better known as an author. Charles I. -wrote, and
even Charles Il. bas dlaimis to a place in the list, lie having
written a curions account of bis adventures after the battle
of Worcester. James Il. composed bis own mernoirs.
About 100 years ago tbere appeared an account of a mode!
farm at Petersham, near Richmond, in Arthur Yongs

Annals of Agriculture," signed Raiph Robinson, of
Windmor. Ralph Robinson was GUeorge 111. G(ýor-,e i1 V.
publiblhed a folio on the Herculaneum MSS., and Her
Majesty Queen Victoria closes the list.-Spare Moitents.

A BATTALION of infantry has 150 picks, 150 shovels,
10 spades, 25 axes, 50 bîllhooks, and 4 crowbars. An
engineer company bas 130 pick-s, 130 Rhovels, 6 bpade,,
81 axes, 13 handsaws, 4 crosi-cut saws, 40 billhooks, 13
crowbars, and 20 heavy bamîners.
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