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W~ HETIiER lis Exce]lency, tbe Gevenr-Goueral, la
Sgrcably disturbeti or net by bbc severe cribiciama

wbich are being matie upon bis reply Cc bbe Dcputatien
andthbbcpeiticu preseubti by Cbem, we bave ne means cf
knowing. This vory fac-that His Excol]oncy la lîrecludeti
by bis Officiai position froma replying Ce sucli criticiamns-
iili accn te Moat Coughbful perscus,net under bbc influence
cf srong feeling, bbe sufficiont reasen why hose criticisms
shc1uld net ho Madie. Ib is quite possible that Lord Stanley
conmnittoti au errer lu jutigment lu allowing himself te bc
pecrsuadeti inte makiug a aatemaent cf bis personal opinions,
even wibb consent cf bis ativisers. If se, it lies leaat cf ail
witb hose at wbosc special requcat lho conseubti te maIre
sucb a stabement te repreach hlm. l-is Exc.ellency musC
bave been particnîarly asbonishedteC finti sonte of these wbo
bati beon feremeat in urgiug bbe direct appeal te tbe
Representative cf 11cr Maýjesty, wbese royal diguity anti

Iîreg,"ative lb was conceiveti hati suffièeotiinjury Cbougb
theefinoxieus Act, leading bbth chorus cf censure witb
wbiclm bis sa aorent in respouse te that appeai lias licou met.
NIG, est iceurtuenus cf ail, lbsoems te us, is tbe assumpticut
(bat, tbe views presoutet ilu bis roply were iiot, as bhey
prîirporteti te ho, bis own, andt hat tbc wertis spoken weme
pult inte bis nîoutb by bbe Gevermmnt, cm its Minister cf
,Jusltice. Noeither tbc wertiiug cf bbc petibicîî nom bhc pleas
1rg3eti iii bbe course cf tbe agitation which loti up te lb
>'culti easiîy bave been much mîore explicit lii affirmiug
that the appeal waa Cc bbe Queen'a Itepresentabi re lu
persen, anti not te bbe Governor-Goncral lu Ceuncil. Nom
Ceulti tord Sbanley bimacîf have oasilv been mucb more
explicit lu înimating hat tbc roply was a aatement cf
bis owni views, net those cf bis advisiera. Wo bave net
cunceaicti anti do net wisb te cenceal our strong sympathy
wibh some cf tbe chief aima cf bhc Equal Righba Associa-
tien, Wo have heen quito unablo, lb is rue, tc soc ither
bbe abstract.justice or the polibical oxpedieucy cf its effort
Cc bring about what seemed te us an arbitrary anti fmuilesa
interference with the autoncniy cf a Province cf bbc Cen-
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federation, or its attempt te beld the <'anadian J esuits of
te-tlay rcsjonsîble for ai l ti iniqîtîities of tbcir predecessors
in other andi darkcr Limes. 13ut, as we have eftent inti-
niateti, wc quite agree with the pî'eîîoters of the' Associationl
in regarding the' special priî ileges accordeti to Quebcc andi
te the ('atholies of Ontario as wi'ong iii principle andi
opposeti te the spirit cf modemn liberty andi progress, anti
%We eau e no reasen wby a (oflStitUtlOflfl movemoent siionît
flot bce conmienced for the refomni of the British North
America Act ini hese respects. Touching, howcver, the
mnatter inîmediately referredte t, we feol bount to rornember
the peculiarly delicate position occupied by the Govornor-
C(hŽneral, and te regret that he Houlti be subjectedte t
unfavourable comment for having, in response to a special
requcat, anti with the consent of bis Ministers, whichl
sheuld not, perhaps, have heen given, expresseti L ernis
possibly more frank than diplomatie, bis persenal opinions
upon a burning politîcal ques4tion.

rrvîf E elahorate speech delivere I by I-on. l)avid Mil 18 at
* Higbgate, a kew days since, in defence of bis vote anti

hat Of the maeority in the flouse of (Jomnmous ou the ilne)
tion for the veto of the J esuit Estabos Act, seocns at irat
thouglit toc late te bo of special service. 1Lt is, we bhink, to
bce regretted that more of tbe leaders on both ides of the
flouse, wbo vobeti againsu the motion for disallowance, did
not corne forward at an carlior stage of the discussion te
explain an) defenti their action. Yet everi now Mr. Milis'
clear and able exposition of the historical anti political
groundis on wbich the censtitutional principle of Provincial
antouomy is baseti, shoulti bave- a salutary effect. Few of
those, we mako bolti te say, who have heen se îiarnestly
inveking tbe interference cf thb, Dominion Government or
of the Governo-General, eau have had clearly in mind thc
lîistory cf the long struggle of our fathers and graudfatbers
for respensible govomument in Canada. Otherwise they
coulti hardly have faileti te perceive that arbitrary inter-
ference from Ottawa with tbe affairs of a Province would
bo no less obuoxions than was arbitrary interferenco froni
Dowuing Street. The right to manage their own affaira,
wisoly or unwisely as they may choose, is a riglit for whiclî
the people of tbe Provinces stmuggled long and mianfully,
and in the end successfully. t is not in tbe least ikely
that the majority in auy Province wîlî now ither willingly
relinquisb that rigbt for themselves, or see-k to wrest it
from ethers. 'Se long as ne Province cf the confederation
tices anlybbing wbicb la contrary te the convictions or pre-
judices of tbe people cf the other Provinces, ne test of
loyalty te the principleocf local self-rnis is afferded. [rt i,
enly when seine menber cf the coufederation exorcises its
pewers of self-ruis in a ruanuor wbich conilicta with thbc,
views anti sentimenb,, of the majority in other Provinces
Chat thceitficacv of Our fetiorative siy4torn anti our leyalty
te it are really'put ou- trial.

['' will appear, on roflection, that this doctrine cf JPro.
~-vindial autouomy is by nie means incousistont with the

inauguration cf a movemnent for constitutional reformi,
aucb as that ef wbich wo have tuore, tinonce expresaed a
qualifioti appreval. What iî 'vrong in the British North
America Act ia net hat it tee carefully safeguards the
rigbts of the Provinces te full coutrol cf their ewn local
affiairs, but that it imposes restrictions upen Jrvincial
freedeni cf action in certain mabtera whicb shoulti have
heen treated as cf pureîy local ceuceru. Lt may be, for
instance, qiiestienable whether lb would bce right te emberly
in the, constitution cf the Coufederabien any ,lause forhid-
ding the Legilatutre cf a Province te maintain a aystem cf
Separate Scheels, or te establisb a particular Church by
nieana cf endewrnts or tithes. Sncb prehibition ligbit
perbapa be.justifieti ou high grounds cf public pelicy, but
the question would be fairly oen te tiebate. But, on tbe
other baud, it could hardiy fie difficult te show that any
provision in the general constitution cornpelliug the people
cf a Province te perpotuate a Separate School system, or a
systeni cOf compulsory tithiug in the interesta cf a parficular
tienomination, is a violation cf sound contitutional prin-
ciples and an arbitrary interfereuce with tbe rights cf tbe
Province. And bore it may be net amisa te observe that
whilo there eau be ne dcubt as te the opinions cf the
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inajority lu Ontario in thec matter cf Separate Schools, ii
la by ne mneans certain that the înafjoriby in Quebse in
faveur cf the tithe anti ethor special privileges cf the
( tatholic Churcb 18sOeovorwholming as is commeuly sup
poseti. If such bce Cbc fact, rie great harm ou Id resu lb te

the Churcb frein the propesed revisioli cf bth ostttin
Biut as the bistory cf bbe Qucbec Act shows thai. the secur
ing cf hese, special ativantages in the first instance was
the acttof Chec .lergy anti nobility a suîafl' minority
witheut roference te the miass cf the people, se it la quite
possible that, freed froi ecelesiastical conistraint, the
majority cf the habitants would to-day prefer te ho frec te
pay tbc tithe or witlheold it, as they mnigbt sec fit. T'his i,4
a point Cee lîttie considereti in meast discussions cf bC
question. ____

LT was net easy te take seriously Mr. Hugli Urabam's
potitien te tbe Dominion G(loverrimont asking lb Cc

refer the question cf the constitutionality cf tbe Ac in.
corperabiug the Society cf Josuits lu the Province cf
Quebe, and the Act for the sottiement cf bbe Jesuits'
Estates, te the 'Supremne Court cf Canada, ant inl the
mnemorandum acconîpauying tbe refusaI cf th evemuvrnueni,
te ake sncb action Sir John Thompson scarcely se treats
it. There is cerbaiuly aonething berdering on bbe prepos
torons iu the supposition Chat bbthe verument, long after
tbe Incorporation Act bad gene into effeet witbout protest,
and soneie nonths affor fermiaI notice hiad heen given that,
thc J esuits' Estates Act would he ef t te its operatien,
would be niovod, at bbe instance cf a prîvato individual whe
diti not even allege hat auy persona] righbs or property of
bis ewn were aflecteti, tc use ifs prorogativeocf referring
the censtitutionality cf saiti Acta te the Supronie Court.
Th~e Minister cf J1ustice points eut tbe serions objections
that arise te the establishîment cf sucb a precedent. FIUf
ais4o shows flic petibioner Chat if ho is lu downright earuest
lu the matter there are ample nieans providetiinluheb('Codp
cf Civil Procedure cf tbe Province cf Qnsbec by which h.'
may bring bbe question cf the validiby cf the Act cf mcci
perabion before bbe Court, and that if that Act eaunlho
shewu te ho unconstitutional, tbc Jesuits' Estabes Act,
which authorizea the paynîont cf a suni cf monoy te
tbe Society wbicb would thus ho detorminedti t have ne
cerporabe existence, will almost sumely faîl te the greunti
as a necessary consequcuce. Save in the very improbable
event cf Mr. Grabam or seine other individual aking il,
upon blînself te hring tbe question te a practical test in
Chia way befe the Quobec Courts, anti aftcrwards, if (Io
simeti, befere tbecI"highestjudicial tribunal lu the l)eminion,"
this reply te Mr. Graham's lietiticu will prohahly lie thbc
last acb iiu bbe agitation for diaallewauce. Whothe r th.-
Equal Rigbba Association will set ibseif in carnoat te bbc,
formidable task cf secuming constitubional reviaic reiniaice4
te ho een. __ _ _

"AMU persuatied that any oe capable cf consecutiveI tbcught, who will cauditily and honestly cnie
the question, must cerne te bbe conclusion that the coutrel
by private individuals cf ]anti values is the prime cause cf
the unetinal distribution cf wealtb ; that tbe privaf c
ownership cf lanti is the chief cause wby nmen are net
,securoti a juat retun for Chir labours." This sentence
suggests mu a few words tho trendi cf the well-sustaincd
argument cf a lecture on IlThe U nequalI)Distribumtionî cf
Wcalth," whicb was tielivereti by Mr. l'otnmas ilitihie,
Presitieutcof the Belleville Boarti cf Tratie, Itefore a
meeting cf Che Kniights cf Labeur, anti is ucw publisheti
lui pamphlet fermu. Wbafever conclusion niay l'e reacheti
in regard te the efficacy cf the preposeti reformn, wbicb la,
in a word, the H-enry-Geerge acheine cf public ownersbiilî
of the land anti the single tax upon land values, te work
eut the deliverauce and universal blessing propheaieti for
it, tbc careful roatier cf this lecture caunot fail te he
impressoti by its deep anti serions bhoughtfulnoss, and by
tbe evidont siucerity cf tbe writcr. Wibbout lu, any way
committing ourselves te tbe tbeory se wcll ativocabeti, we
are persuaded Chat notbing but goti can resuit from a
discussion carrieti ou in tbe manner and spirit cf this;
pamphlet. We regret, inticot, that, ewing partly ne
donbt te the evidetît has4te lu preparation fer whicb bhe
author apologizea, and partly tounupardonable carelessnes
iu proof-reading, the defeets iu bhe libcrary form in whicb


