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sec to it that your choice of a carcer les in tie (dit ection of% oui capacity. If
il does flot, aIl work will bc a drtîdgery t0 you--it will bc a incre titriliîîg of flc
miIl to grind corn into brcad with weary ]lands and feet and a diillcd braiti, and
takes aIl the beauty out of evcry landscape and sucks tlhe 'suliglit out of al
existence.

It is no small and unimportant thing, this thiat 1 atu îîrgitîg, for youir
delight, or no-delight in the ordinary bread-making work ofU hUe mlust affect
every other part of your lite. Whcti we are doing the kind oU work for which
we are fitted il cornes easy; there is joy in it ; there is a deep) satisfactionin it ;
the temper is kept in cheerfulness, and the spirit in peace; affection for the
work impels to industry in the work, and industry well administered, the world
over, commands success.

And failure here affects every other phase to whîch hife lends itself. It
deadens the heart . it embitters the mmnd;. it sours the affections;- it dulis the
ligbt of reason, and distorts the vision whenever the eye looeks upon anything.
You rarely meet with a mati who is a failte Ili lts alliitg but thai lic is socially
a pest atid a nuisance. He is a bad workman and complains of lis tols;- he
grumbles aI the world and everything In il, and generally talks as if lie holds it
as a grievance that bc was tot consu]ted wben the world was made. The
unsuccessful merchant-what a grinding task bis work is? The iawyer, whom
nio discontented, or quarrelsomne, or ill-uscd will cmploy-what a dry, dul
workaday thing life is te lim ? The doctor, who cannot get patients, and the
minister who cannot keep an interesicd audience, buît has to beat out bis littie
homily Sunday by Sunday, a mere clatter of ivood upon wood--what a lame,
and cold, and cheerless thing their professional hUei is ? So, I would say, wegb
weli and choose deiberately what you will set your band or brain ta do in the
world. By far too many among us arc content to live just for the dlay. Tlucy do
flot calculate the chances of the future ; tbey do not enquire : 13 ibis Ille kind
of work to wbich 1 sbould like to devote myscif as my calliîîg in tbe world?
but they allow circumstance to play a gamne of shuttlecock sith tbem, tossing
them to and fro from pillar to post, as if they werc sirnply things to be piayed
with. It is a good and commendable thing when a young man says: 1 arn
wîling 10 do anything to get for myself a living--but that is a mere expedicncy;1
and liUe is a science-not only a science of scîf-sustenance, but the main idea is
the doing of most needful work; contrbutitg te the general good of the whole;
working in with Providence and blessing al the world.

But, I would say, don't aim at too mucb. It seems to me a great mistake
that almost every mati who goes into business should be baunted w itlu Uverisb
dreams of making a fortune; that almost every doctor should watt to bc a con
suiîing physician ; that almost every iawyer slîould decide that a judgeship is
the only thing worth living for, and that aimost every politician shouki desire a
scat in the Cabinet. Ambition is a good thing-a great sentiment-a mighty
impelliig force;- but it is plain that ambition may Pc a false guide and lead to
false issues. Success bas its drawbacks. Those who achieve most, enjoy
most, perhaps, and suifer mosi. When wild tempcsts arc sweeping the earth,
the tops of trees fCee it most atid rock most. Wbeiu men stand on great
heights, the head is liable to become giddy, and the feet fail wvlen the hcad
gives way. A mati fitids real contentment, flot from the success lic bas %von,
but frorm bis inward sense of duty done. The mat who is desirous cf using his
POwers well-to thîir uttiost and to their best-uvith an eye to the welfare of
others ; the mati who watts above aIl tlîings to discharge bis obligations to
God and mai, is the mati of true, sublime ambition, and who gels the most
Positive reward out of hUfe. This widespread desire for distinction ; for mnuch
wealtb..4or mucb honour-for mucb power is a curse, anîd ihe sooner ive cati
put it away tbe better. If men would be content to do tbeir duty and achieve
a moderate success, we sbould have lcss sin~ in the world and more happiness.
There was sound phiiosopby, as weil as truc piety, fi the old prayer-"1 Give
me netber riches nor povcrty."' In eithcr extreme lucre is danger'; safety lies
between.

The next point for you to consider is your place in tPe social life of the
world. Just as you have to choose your way of bread-witining have yoti to
choose your society, and your friends. Circumstance will in some part decide
Ibis for you. CPildren are thrown together by what looks like accident;
youthful loves ripen into mature riendsips, and eacb sceks the society of the
other. Similarity of tastes will also be a powcrftil factor in deternining what
ktind of people should meet and mingle. But so far as I cati sec, in tPe liCe of
cvery tbougbîful young mati there comes a time wheîî hc may choose for bim-
self what and witb whom, lhe wili be socially. He can maintain bis exact rigbts
and company with bis equals; Pce cati go below himiself, and so take great
destructive forces into bis liCe ; or Pce nîay aspire stîccessfuîlly 10 walk and talk
and commune witb those wbo occupy spberes bighcr ini the social scale than
that to wbich be properly belongs. I mean that one is flot circumscribed as to
the circle of riends he may bave ; be may extcnd the sphere of bis acquaitit-
ance almost indefinitely.

And 1 bold that a younig mai sbould set it before bimself as a joyous and
imperative duty to make fricids-Pe shonld take pains to make himself agree-
able and pleasant. I mneet witP many who will not do tha-I have been
afflicted with the disease mnyseif in those Poirs xvben the devil sticcecded ini

checating me out of mny coninion sensc-but a great niany youing men) cultivate
the mnalady and are proud of h. They are iveary of life befoit h'y have donc
a nîorning's work-they are disappointed in love or friendship, and straightway
declare that everytbing mortals cati have or desire is a fiatud ; and they whine,
or sncer, and drive away those %vho t ould bc thecir friends. That is a
disastcr whicncver it hippcnts Io a iiuan-bccauise it doomr hllm to the belief of
a falsehood for thelc ime, and Io tht ou of many friicids perhaps for «il ltime.
And ive cannot afford to lo.se fricnd.-we cannot afford to scoff at the tender
joys of social I;fe-thecy arcý a neccssary, anîd real and imjpor:anit part of our
existenc-tLey act anîd react uipon our nîînd and heart ail through life-they
arc formative forcs, building up) character-thicy are educatiotiai forces which
must resuflt in jt<ni good or hia:.ni, and on ail these counits ît is ycur duty
to yourself--toyotir own future. aý %vu![ aý to society, ihat yoti shoufld nik'e
yourself, neot mipî know'n, but wceî th the knowing. Dut whien 1 say, make
yourselVeý ar 1cbhI P cch ym, flot to Imagine that 1I would hîx'e ou copyv
one of those anirnatcdi bits of Blanc-miange you so often mccttin soiety-I
mean thost w]îo alwa3 s tvear a souper on the face, and wsho maniage to throw
a soft, silly, bonteless, bloodle s, soulless affection into the eyes, and talk nonsense
to ladies, and always cast about for a chance of paying a compliment. Lt is
refreshiing nosv and again, because it is amiusing, to reid of the old days of
courteïansipli wlien t en vied with each oilher iii offering speeches of compli-
ment in a gallant way-but genicrai]y there Nva-i somne vit iin %vhat they said,
if nett înuch wisdom--it %vas a fine art and well cultivate<l, and gave polish to
society if it failed to give any permarient profit. But the cooing donc in many
instances- nuw-- tîte constant effort to say complimentary things-is 'simply
detestable. A few silly peoplc inay lhke it, and say:; «'O, that Mr. Butter-and-
13011ev is a nice youing mat ";1 but people of hontest mmnd and hCart will say
that Butter-and-honey is a fool. If you wouid make yourself agreeable and
svorth having iii social life, Ircat mcen as men-believe that they niay differ
from you in politits and nt bc completely idîotic-and rnay be your rivais ini

business ai-dd not be mutch more (isioflCst than yourself; and treat women as in
every way equal to, men, believe that they have minds, and can judge of tbings
-that they don't want stup)id luttle prettinesses dinned in their ears constantly;
and don't treat tbem as if they cani îalk nothing and want to hiear nothing btt
gossip. They can talk of other things, and want to hear of other things, and
they will honour the met wbo honour the mmnd in woman, and do flot treat her
as an over-grown baby. But, 1 would say, choose your friends discreetly, with
a keen eye for your owvn character and your own future. There is one mile
which every one may adopt and follow with absolute safty-it is this: to put
ail friendsbip to the test and know-does it not simply entertain mie, or amuse
me-but does it hiep rue? does it improve my mind, and cultivate in me wvhat is
good and true and maniy ? That is to say, analyse the results of evenings spelît
in company-find out îvhat is tlic tendency your friends give to yotîr minds.
If it is to debauch your mind, or lovcr your standard of duty,. or your estccm
for virtue, or- your admiration for noble manhood-then caîl that a friendship
of cvil, and a thing ta bc eschicivd. Whatever is lpful, cultivatc- whatever
is hurtfui, fiee fronm. '1'y anîd get rca] mental and moral bracing fromn Society
-insist. on healthy talk, on hcalthy amusements-a gaine nay be perfectly
harmless, and it nîay bc tut-ted into a means of ruin-enjoyments may be used
as a licaithy change, a real and truc recreation-or they may lie corrupted and
cause the muanti rut to ivaste. We arc blessed with judgments-we may
know ourselves and what will suit our mental and moral constitution, and wve
ought to have strcngth of will that shall decide what we may or may flot acccpt
as the pleasures of life. Judge yoîîr acquaintances by the effect their company
produces ripon you, and you will find that although the numbers of your friends
may be limited, social life ivill bc wcll worth the living. The ivork of analysis
is not difficuit, for the great evils to life are well known and tabulated. Avold
thc dunkard, or the nman wvho svould lead yout that way-avoid dishonesty
under any for-m-avoid those who indulge in loose immoral talk-avoid a
tattling, gossippitig, scandal-loving maiî-and still more, as a far worse plague,
a tattling, gossipping, scandai loving wvoman.

I wanted to speak, too, on the need and importance of mental cultute,
but I can only dwellgn it in passing. For myself, 1 do not understandhow
men cati let their mental faculties mun to waste with sucb unconceri. In the
vast majority of cases men do flot care to inform the mmnd tpon anything but
business and politics ; îhey know nothing of the great men wlîo have made
history and buiît up literature, and cotisolidated scattered tribes into nations.
Work during the day, a glance at the papers over dinner, anzd then talk, talk,
and nothiang else. Why the truth is that we are Iosing great and real pleasures
here and now. You like to be with great men, great minds, surely; well, yoti
may have intercourse witlî the master minds of the race. Get mb bbch light of
living sinners if and wherc you can. A lîttle may be learned from almost any
mati; but the teaching of the snîall and the weak will be of a negative kind,
while the teaching of superior minds is always positive and good. There are
not many geniuses alive-nature does not seem capable of producig many at
a time ; and those that do live are separated from most of us, their circles and
ours do flot eut eacb other aîiywhere. And yet wc have access to them; wie
cati hear theni ; c an sece em ; ivc ati CecI thçm; for, thank God, they


