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MUTUAL FIRE |

STANDARD INSURANCE CO.

Head Office, MARKHAM, Ont.

Authorized Capital, - 500,000
Subsecribed Capital, - - 125,000
WM. ARMSTRONG, H, B. REESOR
President Man. Director
F. K. RFESOR, FRANK EDMAND,

Jaspector City Agent
Confederation Life Bldg.

The M itan Fire
etropolitan Iairance

> CASH-MUTUAL and STOCK
HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO

Authorized Capital, $500.000

Hisngr, Berlin, Pres. W G. WrieHT, Inspector.
H. SuapLEy, Toronto, F. CLEMENT BROWN,
Vice President. Manager.
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Lsrablished 1852

"(COMMERCIAL

#he WEEKLY FINANCIAL, COMMERCIAL 8.

GENERAL TRADE NEWSPAPLR_9” OFs GREAT JVEST,

Reaches direct go per cent. of the retail, wholesale
and manufacturing trades of Northwestern Ontario,
Manitoba, the Territories and British Columbia in
advance of, and publishes more interesting com-
mercial and financial news than any other similar
newspaper in Canada.

Do you want to sell or increase the sale of your

oods in these, THE BEST BUYING PROVINCES IN

ANADA ?

Estimated that 200,000 new settlers will arrive this
year. Will the retail merchant offer them your goods?

Our advertisers our best references. We beg the
favor of an enquiry.

THE |HUGH C. MacLEAN CO,, Livtep,
Publishers, Winnipeg.

Eastern firms should subscribe for THe COMMERCIAL
and keep posted on Western trade

OF CANADA

With Its Easy Premium Rates,
Liberal Guaranteed Values,
and Expanding Dividends,

Is An |deal Gompany.

So think its 30,000 Policy-hold-
ers who carry $40,000,000
insurance in it.

Agencies in Every Town and
City in Canada.

RAILWAY ACCIDENTS.

The total number of casualties on
the railroads of the Uwited States dur-
ing the year ending June 3oth, 1903,
was 86,303, of which 9,840 represented
the number of persons killed and 76,-
553 the number injured. Casualties oc-
curred among three yeneral classes of
railway employees, as follows: Train-
men, 2,070 killed and 25,676 injured;
switch tenders, crossing tenders and

MOj_ﬁw-Wmmﬁm.

i 123 employed, and 1 was injured for

other employees, 1,253 killed, 32,453 in-
red. The casualties to employees
coupling and uncoupling cars, were:
Employees killed, 281; injured, 3,55I.
For the year 1902 the corresponding
figures were: Killed, 167; injured, 2,864.
The casualties connected with coupling
and uncoupling cars are assigned as
follows: Trainmen killed, 211; injured,
3,023; switch tenders, crossing tenders
and watchmen killed, 57; injured, 416;
other employees killed, 13; injured, I12.

The number of passengers killed in
the course of the year 1903, was 355,
and the number injured 8,231. In the
previous year, 354 passengers were
killed and 6,683 injured. There were
173 passengers killed and 4,584 injured
because of collisions and derailments.
The total number of persons, other than
employees and passengers, killed was
5,879; injured, 7,841. These figures in-
clude the casualties to persons classed
as trespassing, of whom 5,000 were
killed and 5,079 were injured. The total
number of casualties to persons other
than employees from being struck by
trains, locomotives or cars, were 4,534
killed and 4,029 injured. The casual-
ties of this class were as follows: At
highway crossings, passengers killed, 3;
injured, 7; other persons killed, 8os;
injured, 1,474; at stations, passengers
killed, 24; injured, 108; other persons
killed, 300; injured, 301; at other points
along the track, passengers killed, 8; in-
jured, 14; other persons killed, 3,214;
injured, 1,025. The ratios of casualties
indicate that one employee in every 364
was killed, and one employee in every
22 was injured. With regard to train-
men—that is, enginemen, firemen, con-
ductors and other trainmen—it appears
that 1 trainman was killed for every
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every 10 employed.

One passenger was killed for every
1,057,441 carried, and 1 injured for every
84,424 carried. With respect to the
number of miles travelled, however, the
figures show that 58,017,645 passenger-
miles were accomplished for each pas-
senger killed and 2,541,096 passenger-
miles for each passenger injured.

D m— o

THE REAL SUFFERERS FROM
FIRE.

In a recent address read before the In-
surance and Actuarial Society of Glas-
gow, Mr. D. L. Laidlaw discussed the
growing fire hazard in central city dis-
tricts, This is a question of the greatest
importance to fire insurance offices, but—
what is not sufficiently recognized by the
public at large—it is eventually fully as
important to the mercantile community.
It is obvious that a continued growth in
the losses accruing from fire must mean
ultimately a corresponding increase in the
premiums payahle by the insuring public to
cover the extra waste.

The public, as Mr. Laidlaw acutely
points out, are constantly forgetting that
every fire involves a permanent and ab-
solute loss of national capital. The an-
nual fire waste in Great Britain is up-

watchmen, 283 killed, 2,352 injured;

wards of £5,000,000 sterling, and the

amount, particularly in city districts, ap-
pears to be steadily growing. Not only is
this large sum irretrievably lost every
year to the country, but owing to a cor-
responding impairment in the taxable value
of property, the burden of taxation is
thereby proportionately increased to
everyone. The loss is usually so well
distributed by the existing system of insur—
ance that its incidence is not often seri-
ously felt. There is, however, a distinct
danger that the growing fire hazard in
congested city districts may sooner or later
involve merchants in the payment of such
an increase of premium as may hamper
the requirements of commerce. It would
be impossible to carry on commercia]
undertakings on present lines without the
protection of insurance, and in the event
of the losses continuing to grow in mag-
nitude, or of districts being so closely
built and connected as to form one fire
risk, or to be in danger of annihilation
by the ravages of a single fire, it mighgt
become impossible to obtain adequate in-
surance in these districts even at the most
tempting rates of premium.

It is, therefore, contends thi: writer, o}
vital importance to owners of property,
especially in the central districts of large
cities, that proper means be adopted to re-
duce as far as possible the risk of con-
flagration. To the fire offices also it is
no doubt equally important, but the
stronger companies—possessed of adequate -
reserves, and conducting their business
within prudent limits—have hitherto been
able, even after the most serious losses,
to protect themselves by a readjustment
of their premiums. Fire losses generally,
are, therefore, in reality borne by the com-
munity, the insurance offices being merely
the medium by which the loss is distri-
buted.
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The Drummond Bleaching and Cot-
ton Company, Montreal, capital $150,-
000, has been incorporated under
Dominion charter. Senator Mitchell,
pf Drummondyville, and J. W. Woods,
of Ottawa, are among those mainly in-
terested.

The Montreal Woolen Mills do not
seem to have derived so much benefit
from the late increase of tariff in favor
of woolen goods as was anticipated by
their friends. The management announce
that they have closed down the plant
for this week and will continue to do
so every alternate week for an indefinite
time. They attribute the cause to lack
of orders, owing to the British prefer-
ence.

Apropos of what is said in our
Halifax correspondent’s letter about
the probable successor to Mr. Harring-
ton as collector of customs at that city,
we observe a telegram to the Toronto
Globe dated 24th August, which says
that Mr. Archibald S. Mitchell, of G.
P. Mitchell & Sons, Halifax, one of the
leading West India firms of the Mari-
time Provinces, will be appointed col-
lector of customs at Halifax. Mr.
Mitchell is a brother of George Mitchell,
M. P. P. for Halifax, and is one of
the most competent business men in
the city.




