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THE MILITARY RIFLE LEAGUE.

THE FIRST ANNUAL MEETING PROVES A GRAND
SUCCESS.

This Season’s Prizes Presented by Sir Adolphe Caron -His Interesting and
Patriotic Address --Free Ammunition Promised for Next Vear Also--
And Sir Adolphe will give a Special Prize—Congratulatory Address
from the Adjutant-Genera!—A Souvenir for the Secretary --Election of
Officers.

The inaugural season of the Canadian Mlitary Rifle League had a
happy and auspicious ending on the evening of the 1st inst.,, when the
first annual meeting was held in the commodious hall of the Ottawa
Amateur Athletic Club, kindly granted free to the League for the oc-

casion. ‘The invitation to attend extended to the riflemen in Ottawa

for the Dominion prize meeting was heartily responded to, and a large
and interesting mecting was the result.  Sir Adolphe Caron, Minister of
Militia, and Coi. Walker Powcll, Adjutant-General, were present by
special invitation, and occupied scats to the right of the chairman,
Before the forimal proceedings commenced, all had an opportunity of
viewing the handsome prizes to be presented later in the evening to the
teams and individuals lucky enough to have been foremost in the sca-

son’s contests.  The team trophies, especially the mammoth piece of

plate for the first tcam, were wonderfiil examples of skill in the silver-
workers’ art, and clicited very general praise for the Meriden Britannia

Company, who, it was explaiised, had given exceptionally good value In
the L.eague trophics by way of advertisement of what the establishment
could turn out. ‘The badges, supplied by Mr. ). . Crean, military out-
fitter, were likewise very generally admired for the tastetulness of the
design and excellence of the workmanship.

The President, Lt.-Col. Gibson, not being able to come to Ottawa,
and the Vice Presidents, Lt.-Col. Anderson and Major Delamere, being
prevented by other business from attending at the openig of the meet-
ing, the chair was by request taken by Major Mason, 13th Battalion.
In opening the proceedings, Major Mason congratulated the League
upon the presence of Sir Adolphe Caron, Minister of Militia, and the
Adjutant-General, Col. Walker Poweli, onc of the staunchest friends of
rifle shooting in the Dominion.  He then called upon the sceretary,
Mr. W. R. Pringle, to read his annual report, which was as follows : —

Mr. President and Gentlenen,- -1 have the honour to report at the close of this
the first year of the Canadian Military Rifle League, the entire success uf‘nur venture
for the encouragement of ritle shooting throughout Canada. The entries, although
somewhat slow in coming in at first, reached a grand total ot fifty-two teams before
the last day for accepting them. Entries were received (rom corps in all the provinees
of the Dominion except British Columbia, and it is hoped that we will have entries
from that province next year. The individual member. competing on teams have
numbered over eight hundred. The direct benefit to the militia foree has heen shown
by the improvement in the later scores as compared with those made in the matches
earlier in the scason. The shooting done by the teams as a whole has been good, and
by some teams really phenomenal ;.lhc 13th Battalion having put on the grand seore
of 946 points, an average Qf 94.6 points per man, and the 45th Battalion B(‘n\w\\:\l\\'lllF
team 926,  Some of the mdividual scores hn\:c also been n.-m;xrl\'nl»lc:, Capt. W. S,
Russell of the 45th Batt. having scored 1ot points, Pte. Morkill of the §3rd Bawt. 100,
and Staff-Sergt. Bridgeford of A l’-:ll!cyy 99 points (ml.nf 105 possible, and soves of
94 and upwards were so common that it mel(l be .lc«l.mus to cnumerate. lhg l}lakcrs
here.  The s4th Batt. deserve congratulation on winning the trophy, which is indeed
a trivinph of the silvvmpilhs' art, and is m.uch l»cl}cr ll!all g:ul(l have been secured for
the money but for the kindness of the .\Icrnl.cn Britannia Company.

I succeeded in making arrangements with the C. P R. Telegraph Co. for tele-
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graphing the scores at the low rate of fifty cents per team per match, which was very

reasonable considering that cach team sent their own scores and received those of the
other fifty-one teams. ’

I have to report a great inconvenience arising from the negligence of some; the
Leam captains in not telegraphing scores and sending sheets as promptly as they should
have done. Ttis 1o be hoped that this will be remedied another year.

One very satisfactory matter which T have to report is that by the liberality of the
Hon. Minister of Militia free ammanition was allowed for the League matches.  The
thanks of the League are due to Lt.-Cols. O'Brien, Denison and Amyot, Major Car-
penter and others for the interest they took in bringing this matter before the Minister.
The thanks of the League are also due 1o Ttk CANADIAN M1L1T1A GAZETTE for the
publication in full of the League scores (individual and team). Had it not been

possessed of an official organ such as the Gazerre the League could not have aroused
so much general interest. :

And now, Mr. President and gentlemen, touching the financial part of my report,
I'have to say that 1 have kept the expenditure as Iow as possible so that we might
have the greatest possible amount of the entrance fees to spend on the prizes, which

will he presented later on this evening,

Hoping that I have performed my duaties with satisfaction to the League, I will
close by wishing the Canadian Military Rifle League continued success. A

The Treasurer, Capt. Bruce, then read the financial statement,
which, in brief, showed that the net receipts, from entry fees, had been
$464.50.  I'hc main items of expenditure were $315 for the trophies ;
$67 for the badges, and $36 for printing and advertising.  The secre-
tary’s expenses for travelling, postage, etc., were only $46, and there was
a balance of 4 cents reported on hand as a nest egg for next year.

On motion of Major John Hughes, seconded by Capt. Ross, 13th,
the reports of the Secrctary and T'reasurer were adopted.

THIE PRIZES PRESENTED,

Sir Adolphe Caron, by request, presented the prizes to such of the
winners (a large proportion) as were present to receive them.  ‘T'he team
trophies were first presented, and then the badges and special prizes for
individuals.  Sir Adolphe addressed a few pleasant words to each win-
ner as he came forward to receive his reward. ‘The ten team prizes
were awarded to the teams whose names and scores are here given:—

May May June July July Aug. Aug. Ag-

17 31 14 12 26 2 9 gregate

1. s4th Battalion ... ....... So7 7990 830 788 841 860 8§38 5763

2. 13th Baualion. . ... .. e 688 775 749 813 841 873 946 5085

3 s3vd Battalion. ... L 083 724 795 849 833 885 890 §609

4. 45th Baualion, Bowmanville.... 023 755 8134 8oz 851 875 026 5046

5. Halifax Garrison Artillery, 1st.. 797 787 Si17 771 738 831 b:lG 5527

6. o6th Baualion. ............... 677 747 701 820 781 848 §|6 5399

7. 45th Baualion, Lindsay........ 052 769 722 776 825 812 819 5375

S22t Banalion coooooii L 625 820 737 Sob St2 25:47 714 5361

9. 12th Bawalion. ........oo.o. .. 048 744 754 746 780 Soz 7067 241

0. O3rd Battalion................ 750 696 738 750 7501 771 742 5213

The other teams competing finished in this order:—

1. 43rd Battalion, 1st team ....... 570 738 797 783 703 762 Sor 516§
12, Queen’s Own Ritles, Ist team. .. 622 657 769 815 754 793 723 §133
3. Sznd Banalion... ...l 610 757 735 739 700 745 762 5108

14.  Toth Royal Grenadiers, 1stteam. 638 732 776 729 753 754 711 5003
15, Gov. General's Foot Guards, 1st. 614 731 766 790 709 719 728 5057
10, Sth Royal Rifles ...t 631 799 641 707 721 777 736 S§0I1§
17. B Battery, RUCO N 748 707 642 7(39 760 036 674 5001
18, Victoria Rifles, 1stteam. ... .., 528 733 75§ 784 711 7|_6 75¢ 4989
19. Oz2nd Fusiliers oo.oo oo 508 681 708 094 734 73'9 774 4q78
20. §7th Battalion (... ... 08S 093 091 694 721 689 699 4§76
21, DL L Garrison Artillery ... 551 072 635 733 756 732 703 4§4z
22, Charlottetown Engincers. ... 053 633 678 675 739 720 720 45.24
23, Queen's Own Rifles, 2nd team.. 569 680 646 739 724 776 676 4810
24, Oth Fustlicrs, st team. oo 512 637 723 728 736 731 720 4787
25, 1" Division No WO MO Pl 616 633 676 726 676 720 714 4767
20,  Saskatchewan Rifle Assn..,. ... 738 619 675 656 630 709 678 4705
27. ooth Bauwalion................ 628 pm 739 695 720 5§93 690 406%
28, Montreal Garrison Artillery ..., 439 0065 651 740 749 739 679 466‘2
20 Hadifax Garrison Antillery,2nd.. 600 600 644 671 694 680 692 4581
30, Jg3ni Battalion, 2nd team ... 528 63(3 652 712 613 0660 731 4526
31, sth Royal Seots, tst teun. .. ... 48 608 723 695 679 669 529 4351
32, dth Fudiliers, and weam oo 427 544 631 Gor Giz Ggo 665 4200
33 oth Batadion. ... 403 22 017 631 634 064 6325 4196
34 35th Baualion, Orilliateam ... 413 482 652 711 672 6oo 6:;‘3 4103
35, 1oth Royal Grenadiers, 2nd weam §20° 505 595 611 611 627 537 4122
36,0 A Battery RLCA oo Aty 559 018 595 622 669 Gq0 4117
37, 3Sth Battabion. . ..o 390 507 364 045 650 671 658 4094



