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w%\ithl a, view or making a resort to the tubcrculin test compulsory
ýon dairy farmericis. \Ve believe that the opinion is very %viclely hceld,
flot only by veterinarians andi agriciulturalists, buit also by those
w~ho are responisible for public liealth administration. \Vith the
growth of an enligbitenied public opinion, it seems r-casonable to
hope that comimercial enterprise and the pressure of competition
ivili cventually lead to very great improvernent in thc conditions
uincer wvbicb dairy cc.wvs anci cattie for slauighter arc kcpt. Very
miuch mnay also be done by local hicalth authorities, not only by imn-
proving the general conditions of the houising of the people and thec
trade in millc and meat, but by educating the puLblic minci to
.apl)reciate the importance of lomnestic hygienc.

There are already inany encouragring signs of the gr-othl of
public opinion in this inatter. \Ve are no longer satisfied to fold
-our hands in resignation before the scourge of consuimption, or to
reglard it as a rnysterious product of inheritance or of bad
-climate. We recognize that it is an infective disease to be pre-
vented. \'Ve are no longer content to seelc to afford etuthanasia to
its victims, but have learnit that the means most effective for its
prevention are also most effective for its cure. The change in
mnedical opinion dates from the epoch-rnaking researchi of Koch, by
,,vbici lie demnonstrated that a specific bacillus wvas the cause of
tuberculosis in aIl its forrns. Since then hun.dreds of workers-
physicians, pathologists, andi sanitarians-have bulit upon the solid
founida-,tion laid by Koch, have proved that tuberculosis is a
preventable disease, ancl have indicated the means %vhicli mrust be
taken to prevent it, both in man and in animais. Gradually a
change hias been taking place in the \vboIe attitude of public
opinion. Owvingy to the insistent teaching of memnbers of the
medical and veterinary professions, it is beginning to be understood
that tuberculosis is preventable, and the question which, the P-rince
of WVales put on a mnemorable occasion wvitli regard to other
infectious diseaises is beginniingr to bc asked, " If preventable,
why flot prevented?"

The Prince of WVales, by lending bis counitenance to the move-
ment now on foot, lias added another to, the mnany great services
which hie hias rendered to this country. lIt %vas obvious to aIl who
had the pleasure of hearing t1S., thorougrhly practical speech wvhich
lie delivered on Dec. 2otb, that be-took ZDa deep personal intercst in
the question, and that bie liad bcen at conisideriable pains, to inforin
himself upon the m'eans wvbich biad been taken both for the preven-
tion of tuberculo,;is iii cattie anci for the cure of consumption in
inan. The Prince of Wales 'las alwvays sliovn a great interest in
ail] natters affecting the prosperity of agriculture in this counitry'
ai-d as a landowvnei -and active supporter of thie Royal Agricultu rai
Society lie bas becoîne wvelî aware of the importance of extermtini-


