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CHAPTER ¥XX.

['he rage of Sir John, on bearing of the no-
torious priest-hunter’s death, and the manner of
it, was beyend all bounds. He traversed the
castle lile an infuriated tiger ravening for blood,
swore he would hang, draw and quarter the slay-
er, without judge or jury, if he remained on Irish
ground, and adjured the hones of Black Dick to
:vidence his vow that, he would now in earnest,
exterminate priests and popery. .He despatched
a large party to ransack thg nerg_hnor_hood where
the deed had been done, with directions to drag
before him any person or persons whom they
might take into their heads to suspect of con-
cealing the friar. or of being cognizant, either
of his place of concealment or the direction of
his thaht. . _

« Yes, by the heavens!' he exclaimed, with
saviue €nergy. slter he haid despatched !}?e party,
«] will either have the murderer and his abet-
tors, or 1 will hunt the bloody-minded paupers of
that district from the soil—uye, route them bag
and bagwage, and leave vermin the oaly tenants
of their tevelled cabins.  But. maybe that wily
old fox eould assist me to lay hands on the per-
petrator ol the deed, as he knows the_ locality so
well'—the baronet aliuded to Flolliot, the ta-
ther, who still remained in the towu, and whom
he saw at the moment at some distance.

Accordingly, Ffolliot was summoned to the
custie, and speedily made his appearance there.

« Well, Folliot,” said Sir Jobn, ** as you were
sayiag the other day, the limes are beginning to
be really terrible in this lawless region of ours.
[ suppose yon heard of the murder of DMul-
vy .

“ Yes, Sir Johni—a most aclive, zealous,
loyal man he was. But I, S John, have reason
not to be surprised at any outrage, however vio-
lent or murderous, that occurs, aftes the attack
on Ffolliot’s Grove, and the murder of my dear
—dear—I cannot get out the word, and you
will excuse my weakness, Sir Joha--"

% p'xeuse the devil, sir, “"h_o was Lhinking
ot your brother now? [t was of another—*

% Yes, Sir Jobn ; it was ol bonest Johu you
were 1atking—an efficient and trastworthy  ser-
vapt he was; and T don’t wonder at all at
your being terribly enraged at the daringness of
the 1aurder ; aud to be perpetrated sn close to
sou. _

“Put, can vou 2id 1oe in getting the perpe-
tralor within my grasp?

'folliot was thmking ol a studied reply that
stould express his own zeal for anything Sir
Jolin 100k an interest in ; and, at the sane time,
show the difficulty of coming at the perpetrator ;
which difficulty would, howerer, be hkely to be
overcome by his exertions and ingenvity, when
he was cut short by the foud voice of the ped-
lar, in rhyming argument with the porter.

11 tell you, sir, {'se warea to-day,
Your master would not send away.”

Joliony was claunting with emphasis, when
Nir John himself, enraged by the interruption,
roshed into the hall, asking fiercely, © what
scuundrel dared to male such disturbance 2

“Why, Sir Johy, it’s only yer honar’s poor
servant, Cheap Johoay, that thought some in-
tellizence might be the wares your honor would
faticy most this turn.  Bug, if you're too much
eigaged now, £ can go away ; and maybe, after
all, now thar hie’s dead, your honor cares as littie
about  Shawn abost ary  other  werthless
carrion,’

= Ha, koave ! then you know sowething re-
specting his murder. Cowe in. and uo seerecy ;
tis only L*folliot.

After laving deposited Dy wares with the
porter, the pedlar followed into the study ;. but,
o entering, he faltered and turned pale for
ttownent, on finding himsell face to face with t_he
dreaded Sie Johu, Compunction or regret jor
baving switnessed and, in some degree, advised
the slaying of the priest-lnnter, he had none ;—
and fear, in general, he was almost as mueli a
stranger to, as was Lhe gallant Nelson, when he
stated, in his bayhood, that he neser saw fear.
Yet, sull, well might he {eel some instmelive
Misgivings, in the presence he then stood in; for,
dld but the baranet even suspect his aiding and
abettigy in the homicide, speedy would be  his
Passage to another world. _

He recovered hunself, however, mstantiy, and,
after having aflected soine  hesitation about im-
plicating the attorney, be stated that he bad the
day before the last, overleard Baker and Shawu
i high altercation on the road, as he himsell
was resting behind a hedge, and that it was some
totters the attorney had on a farm a few miles

as

from the 1own that had pursued the priest-hant- *
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er’s track, and, coming up during his struggle
with the friar, bad aided in murdering him.

The baronet, compressing lip and brow, fas-
tened a ferce and earnest gaze on the infor-
maat, as if he would have looked through him.
But the pedlar blenched not before it ; and the
baronet said, musingly, * Baker—Baker—it’s not
passible ; and yet the fellow’s bold and positive
assertion—you were here, Ffolliot, the day
Baker and the murdered man were in this room
together.’

“ Yes, Sir John

“ Apd the priest-hunter was saucy and ill-
maanered to the altorney ; they were on bad
terms altogether, eh ¥

4 They were, Sir Johz.

“ And, though Baker was speaking favorably
of him to me, a couple of nights before the mur-
der, that might be but policy, it ke knew of mis-
chief being intended for him. Afttorneys are
very keen and ingeniovs—eh, Ffolliot, shat
think you ?

Now, Ffolliot, though he really gave uo cre-
dence to the tale, had no objection whatever to
let suspicion rest, aslong as it might, on his
friend the attorcey ; and he rejoined slowly, and
as if deliberately, ** Why, Sir John, *tis hard to |
credit such an accusation against our respectable |
neighbor, Mr. Baker, and coming, too, from not !
the most respectable authority—you’ll pardon |
me, my honest man. Yet, we are all {rai, and !
it 15 not all of us that can cantrol our passions !
once much roused : besides, that revenge is a
passion that bears away the wisest of us, But,
afier all, even should this honest man’s account
be true, it may be that rash and violent depend-
ants of Mr. Eaker carried his wishes—or what
they might bave nustakenly supposed to be tus
wishes—iato eflect, without his knowledge or
consent at all ; and—'

# Mr. Pedlar,’ interrupted Sic John, *if you
are giving us true and accurate information, you
shall never carry a pack again; but if, on the
other hand, you are kunowingly and wilfully inis-
leading us, by the bones of Black Diek, you
shall dangle from the topmost branch in front of
you before to-morrow’s sun sets, eh

The baronet’s eye and tone told that be was
carnest.  Still Johmny (so we shall contique to
designate bim) quailed not to them.

“ Sir John,’ be said, “ to shew a'm telling but
the truth ; let a party go with ine now—it’s but
ten o’clock—and before noon I'll have two of
the murderers ia custody, and with some of the
articles about them that Sbawn bad in his pock-
et when be was killed ; that is, if the troopers
will allow e to have my own way, and go quiet-
Iy about the business, so as not to frighten the
lads from their nests too soon.’

So impressed was Sir Joha with the apparent
openness and fearlessness of this statement and
offer, that ke ordered at cnce the desived party,
and directed that Sohnny should be allowed to
take whatever steps he thought best, unless it
siould appear that he was misleading them, in
which case they were to bring o back as a
prisoner, or shoot him sithout ceremony, should
he attempt to iy trom them.

« Now, Sir Jobn,’ said tire cool and sell-pos-
sessed pedlar, “if you will also order a few men
to be placed at the Cloadurragh wew, for fear
the villzaips should be started too’soon and try to
escape that way, my head for it we have them
back to you before two hours.”

# Theq, in that case, you van name your own
reward.  But beware of the other alternative—
lock up there,” Sir Jolm pointed 1o the top of
the tree he had before alluded to.

Johony smiled, and, commending bis pack to
the care of the porter tll lix return, pushed off
with the party.

“That’s a bold fellow; I've been eyeing him
closely those few winules past,)” observed Iffol-
liot, as the party marched away. ¢ There’s no
finciang about hita, avd he’> likely 1o perform
what he promwses.’

sides, who koew the pedlar by sight aad by

speech.

“ Whky, what would you think of meeting
your little runaway rosebud, your ¢ hangel/’
pretty Bessy Andrews, after all?’

“ Muster Johnnoy, you must not be agois’ to
'umbug people that ere way. "That gal deserted
me like as ane wot ’ad no ’eart, after bringiog
me into a "uge eap of troubles for her sake.

The serjeant-major looked cautiously round,
to ascertain if any of the party were listening to
or observing him; but they seemed to be all
otherwise employed ; and, leaning over the chest-
nut’s side, he whispered to Johnny :

# Through that gal I ’a been a scolded and
wrongfully confined, and yet TIl not disguise that
she %as my eart still; and, Muster Jolnny, as
you aint no Yighfiyer, but a man of sense, if you’ll
bring me to a meeting with the gal, after all the
trouble she’s cost me, we may settle il all yet,
and you’ll be a conferrn a favor wot Bill *Eavi-
sides can never forset-—not by wo means, d—ao
me if T shall.?

“ Bay no more ; the matler’s setiled, aad ye
shall meet to-night.’

“ But we're, Musther Jobuny 7 remember my
Lanxiety.’

“ We'll setile that when [ return to the cas-
tle, and see he biooming rosebud Lersell. But
meet ye will most certainly, this evening ; and
now you’ll attend to my instructions when we
reach ¢ the furze.’

Heavisides nodded asseni, and squeezed the
pedlar’s fingers with his gloved hand.

Speedily after, they reached the spot called
‘ the turze,’ from the exuberant growth of the
* blossomed furze unprofitable gay’ thereabouts.

% Now,’ said Johnny, % let half the party lie
hid bere behind the furze ; and do you, serjeant
Heavisides, with the other hulf, come as far as
the bushes over the bend of the stream; T will
then proceed alone, for fear of alurming them, to
the cabin where the murderers are ; and, when [
sound this whistle, both parties will come in a
gallop to where the sound comes from.

The leader of the party, according to bis -
structions, acceded to those arrangements; and
the pedlar, having placed Heavisides and his di-
vision beneath the shade of the bushes, pushed
an cautiously for a few yards, in a direction op-
posite to that he intended to pursue; Lhen wad-
g the river, where a small eminence shut it out
from the view of either of the ambushed parties,
he flew at lus utmost speed, and m a direction
nearly at right angles to that he had been tak-
ing hefore, to a cabin in which were assembled
no fictitious murderers, but Fergus Cormick, lus
fatber, Nancy Loughnan with her clildren, and
three or four of the party who had been wound-
ed in the attack on Ffelliot’s Grove.

“ Tony,” he said, as he entered the cahin half
breathlessly, and addressing a slight youth, whose
appearance gave promise of much activity, ‘run
as fast as your legs can carry you to the old mill,
and there give three blasts (reaching him the
whistle) then run for your life till you reach the
town in the other dwwection, as the troopers are
on a false scent, and the moment they hear the
whistle will gallop towards the sound. Irom
the town you can proceed at your lewsure, as
you're neither kiwown ner suspected, to tle cave
behind the village of Drimcloon, where you'll
find us, or you can wait for us if you're first
there. The Swallow will put out to-day, but
Captain Frank will send a boat back for us all,
to-night, if we don’t get one owrselves, to the
point of Kilglass,

Thie youth set forward, to perforn his portion
of the plan, at a speed that did not belie the
promise fus greyhound-like form scemed to give.

“ And now, Jolmny asthore, how did you
manage 1t all, at all 2 usked two or three voices,

“ Why, Johany M:Cann, youre fit afther this
day to be the messenger of the gods, Mercury
himsell' 5 and, as for planning, sepiens Ulysses—
in the vernmacular, the wise Ulysses® himsell

L)

“I’hen, if we secure the ugents, I wwear to feouldn’t hould & cundie for yau,” observed old
you the principal will soon foliow them.  But as | Ned. :
L have troubled you so early, Flolliot, yon will | » But s the coast clear, Jahuay P asked Ver-
sty breskfastin the castle, and remain with me | gus.

till the return of the party.’

Fiolliot made no objection—in fact, an invita-
tion of any kind from Sir Jobn wis alwiys a
matter of pride and importaoce 1o the eogis- |

!

{just uow,' said the pediar.
notuvre we lave nearlx

* We havo't time,

For prose or rhyme,

# By Touy's ma-
four miles between the

of tlie two hours ol suspense, in discussmig b,
.fowl and pastry, wine, brandy, tea and chocnlate,

the baronets table wag always a hospitable aul

hving among the higlher ranks, at the period,
was, il not refined, profuse and, {0 some extent,

magnificent. o
Meanwhile, Johnny attached himself to the

though not the leader of the present party, made
one of the number. ‘ :

« Seryeani-Major,’ whispered Johnny, © [ thunk
T could give your heart some comiort.”

“ A« ow, Muster Johnny ' rejoined Heavi-

trate—and tiey adjourned to begule a perien !

With cakes of various fashions and mutenals 5 tor -

an amply provided one; and the Irish style of

side of troop serjeant-major Heavisides, o,

present party and the troopers Sir John sent out
- ilie morning to ransack’—he looked at Nancy
and paused—* anyway,” he contimued, “Jet us
pass from this dangerous rieighborhood at once,
“while we have the room. ) be some time be-
tore the fat serjeant and*the party return back
this way ; and, if we once reach the nountain
without being seen, there’ll be but lttle danger
-aiter till we get to the éave aad the shore ;—
cand then good night to unfortunate ould Treland
for cver.’ »

Without more words, the parly set forward on
j their route for the coast, each bearing some little
i parcel —the only portion they were taking from
' their native Jand—besides which Fergus carried

the youngest, where his pack was woot to be
bung.

They traversed the well-known district be-
uveath the shelter of hedges acd walls, where
these could be made available. They moved
speedily also, though cautiously and watchfully ;
and, for the present, suffice it to say, reached
their destination, without baving attracted dan-
gerous observation, or met with any serious ob-
struction.

Let us now, leaving them tn thew route, sce
how it fared with the deceived dragoons.

Oo Learing the sound of the whistle, Lleavi-
sides and his section pushed forward, at a brisk
trot, in the divection the sound came from; and
they were instantly {ollowed by the other section,
led by serjeant-major Broughton, the superior in
command of the party, who plumned eimsell on
being a step above lleavisides in gentility, as
they were both from the <ame slire, where his
father was an assistant i the feeding of beeves,
while the sire of 1{eavisides wag engaged in the
less aristoeratic occupation of fattentng swine,
s0 that there was u frequent feehing of jealousy
between the parties,

On reaching the mill, without perceiving any
Johany, or any other cabin in that direction,
“ Why, d —n his eyes, where is that ere feller
and lus cabin 7 exclauned one of ihe jparty ;—
‘1 hope lie aint glen us the shp.’

“ Not by nomeans, Pm sure,’ smd Heavisides
% let’s us ’ave a sharp eye about, boys, and we'll
soon {ind him. "That man = true as steel, I
know ; at least [ think.

“ 1 don’t know, I'm sure,” said Broughton j—
“ but for all his whspering with you *Eavisides,
T can’t help doubting the feller.  But let’s Jex-
amine well, as they o at court-inartial, before
we pass sentence.

The mill was now ransacked ; the near ewi-
nences were climbed, and the bushes so com-
pletely laid upen witl the swords and pstols,
that the birds flew alarmed w all directions ;—
still no one was discoverable, und Heavisides’
confidence began to sink considerably.

One of the dragoons now. applying his land
to lus mouth, whistled shrilly ; but there was no
response from the signal girer, who was, by this
time, nearing the town fast,

 \We must try that cabin yender, 'm athink-
in’ said lleavisides, doubtimgly, as he pointed to
the neavest bouse in sight, but which was still
nearly halt a mile distant.

& Why, the whistle could never be "eard from
that ere cabin, but let us hexamine it, if you
will, as a man wot’s drownin” will catcha straw,’
observed Broughton, with a sneer.

On reacbing the cabmn, however, the party
found themselves as unsuccessful as before; 1s
only inmates bewng two children and their grand-
mother, as the parents, according to the crone’s
account, had gone to the towa ta dispose of grein
and poultry.

The irritated troopers ransucked every cre-
vice in the cabin, drove their swords through
the Lumble beds, flung about the rude utensils,
broke open the only chest the cabin contained,
and clambered (o the loft. But all to no pur-
pose: no additional occupants could he disco-
vered.

Ope of the party now proposed to fire the
thateh by way of frolic, as well as to show the
pedlar, by the blaze, the fate thut awaited him
for his treachery, when lie should be apprehend-
ed. But the well-disposed Fleavisides swore
energenically that Le would brinz to court-mar-
tial, 1t once, the man ar men that should such
attempt to connit such wanton and uncalfed for
barbarity.

The plot und fields bordermy the liouse were
now narrowly searched, but m vain; and the
party, after resting for a few winutes, set [lor-
ward on their return to quarters, to detwl to Sir
Joln the pediar’s treachery, and their own con-
sequent failure ; some venting ihreats and exe-
crations  on Jolnny’s head, awt others laughing
ar liis ingenuity.

“ Why, that feller should be made command-
er-in-chie!, wot *ad the gumption to do Sir Jolin
and hensnare “eavy guts after,” sail Jobn DBull.

< Yout chiel maun be the deil’s bairn, as sure
as my name’s Donald Frazer, and ha’ auld cloe-
tle’s pass, Lo gang sic a gate and get awa harm-
less,” observed Sawny.

“ By the powers o Moll Kelly, Tll charge
hitn nothin’ for this trick aoyhow,' observed
Paddy ; * an® barrin that | haven't the stufl, I'd
dhrink more primin’ to s pan.”

The starm of Sir John’s wrath rose to & per-
fect hurricane, on lis being informed of the ped-
lar’s treachery. Ele ordered his horse forth-
with, and, taking Ffolliot with him, whe would
have preferred avoiding the visiz, proceeded to
the attorney’s house whicl, as was stated in a
former chapter, was situated in the immediate
vicinity of the town. ' .

“ And did you so readily place credit in this
most improbable story, and ane so terribly af-
fecting my character, told by a rambling pack

-also the elcest child in Ius arms, and Johnoy! carnier, Sir John 7' asked Baker, by great ex-

ertior tempering down his tone and manaer to
any semblance of respectfulness, whea the barq-
net hac detailed to bim Johnay’s accusation.

“To tell you the truth, Baker, the lellow's
daring assurance staggered me a good deal, add-
ed to my knowledge that the priest-hunter and
yourself were on but indiffercnt terms; and it
struck e that some violent rascal in your en-
ployment might have belped 10 mive ha b,
coup de grace whether you wished it ¢r a9t~
But Tiollio’s belief m the accusation far -
went mine.’

“0 yes, Mr. Folhiot s very eusy  of SETROGN
when it answers his purpoce.’ satd the 422 ymaey,
bitterly ; “ but we may sooa find an vpjoe

; !
of returning the compliment & il e sl
malignantly at the inagitrate.

““ But, finging aside anythivg convernzg v
self, Baker, sad St Jobw, # o you tro any
light on the murder, or shinw 1 woy oge vy ©
that ruifian’s deceiving us. )

“Po say the least, Sir Jolin, vou Jid o ot
with your usual clear-sizhtedness i
or acting nn, that darits and dittige v ol e,
information.  Why, there ix corg reges; o
suppose he was himeel{ aidio g and abetiing o 0o

et

murder which there can te go donbt, was 5 0.
pally perpetrated by tie (e Borke, whow o
priest-funter wis pursiing fo aarege
#Aud the awdacity of i e ol
venture tto our preseice aller, a1 oo
ears with bis fnveatione 7 Bat o et e ey
and tlangllf,_ as o warming e e e .
ed out to hil s worying.”
“And richly he has ocarued sucl e .

doubtedly. But I fear, Sie Jute, yons one e o
mitted more blunders witin 1
than allowing yourseli (v e delnted 1y o
You have, of my infornation he correct. nnged
yourself up in the sending awuy tfrom per own
country a young lady that shall be npouieless just
now, through the interference of zealons friend.,
and who hud themselves, of course, no interes: - !
motive for thew interfercuce™ — i alloruey
grioned malicronsly at Ftolliot.  # T'g e 14

the bgst few alin

matter,” Lie continued, * you have contidmi pos
to the care of so nentral a party as the Db
skipper, alias her covsin, Captain Frani, o sumy
call bim, thongh he pluyed the Dutclinas win -
ably both 1o yon und Rouwrke, I mideratimnl, ~.,
Jolin—""

“ Uell and furies,” wierrupted the Buvonel,
stamping, ‘s it possible | have beeu so vreoar-
ously duped every way 1 )

“ A fact, Sir.John: Lut you bave stil! time to
redeem your blunders. "The Newe/fun (tine 1on-
sel lie communds) witl sail ta night or in 14s
morning from Kilglass ; and it you send a party
to the coast, you may still recover the =i, nd
appreliend the rewl murderers, too, | i::,m (-
So you sce, mow, Sir John, I have ineus~ of
coming at some accurate information,”

“ 1 will myselt set out at once with tle paciy.
P You will come with us of course, Flotliot,
Lthis case ; and you had better accompany us, 1o,
Baker, as your inforination and ready wii zay
help 1o insure our success,’ ’

“A press of wgent business (ihe atloriey
peinted to a pile of papers an the Table) ane 'k
duty I owe my nwmerous clients mnst b 1y
apology.  Were it ollierwise, pa ane i d o
more zeulous Lo prove lus Joyalty, and lend rs
humble aid to obhige Sir Jokn tageam.

“ Ushall gladly attend you, Sir Joun <
the curate, who bad just entered 1y enyouir 1
atlorney in regard 1o some arrears o Ltyes. -
specting which Mr. Gordon bad latterly e
come ullerly regurdless; ¢ that s of 1
aright that your vhject 1 10 apprehe
and rapparees.”

“ We shull be glad of yuur altendance, 1.0,
as we know your zeul to externunate popesy
and we shall set out torthwith.” o

“ Perbaps, Sir Joln,? wid Buker, “ it would
be as well not 10 be 100 precipitate. T
rascals may bave friends in g town, wino, f
they see i strong party  with you ul their D!
set out in the direction. of the Sed, may :urf::;se'
your errand, and have the intelligence coaveyed
to the shore, by boy und mountain paths, carlier
than even you could reachit. “The day s sl
youag, tao, aud wy advice would be that yen
would send the dragoons on hefore you, may by
man, and with the mterval of some minutes be-
tween eacl, so as Lo attract as ittle observation
as possible.  Let thewn take the Drimcloon road
as the least public; and direct them to march
slowly, and halr for you at ithe fort this side of
the bridge, which is a completely  sheltered
spot.” :

“ Your suggestion is a good oue,
certainly have a warking brain, and
advice may profit you hereafter. Come alone
Dixon ; the fellows shail be dispatched 1n the
order Baker advises, und we will lunch before
we follos thet, as we may have some hours’
bard work afler, particularly if the smugzelers
show fight—and lere comes Rourke whgash'all
accompany us, as he can draw a sure trigeer
and because I know he would rather #o on any
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Baker : you
Your present




