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TuE new year will open with an eclipse of
the sun, Is that an omen?

Our legiclative mills will begin to grind
again ehortly. That at Quebec on the 9.h
Jannaty, and the Ottaws machine towards
the end of the same month.

AvUsTRIA bas decided to mobilizs her Land-
wehr, or militia, This scems nscessary on
account of the military movements in Russia.
It is plain to evervbody that tho mossiog of
Russian troops on the Ausiclas froutler is
designed to keop Austria In check when
Russia makes hor intended descent on the
Boophoras and the Belkass,

TrE report that Mr., McShane is to re-
enter the Provincial Cabinet will be received
with gemeral fuvor by all clauses, especially
in Montrsal. The fact that the Gazette
mzkes light of tha appoietment is one of the
bert reaeons thaet counld be adduoced in ite
fovor. Heia a popular reprecentative of the
Irish Cathelics and scceptabls to all other
soclions of cur citizzoe.

Were Genersl Bounlazger in the pay of
Blemarck he could not work mors effectually
jo  the interest of the enomles of
France, He represents all that is bad
and dangerous in faction apd Is the
worst epeciman yet produced of the mill.
tary demagogue, a style ot character of which
France unhappily poseess & monopoly, He is
» nuleance and ought to be ahated in the
Interest of public tranguility and the national
enfety,

—————

EvERYPODY wiil rejolce at theequeezing the
wheat gamblers are now getting, end hope the
experience they have gained will teach them
a lesson for uso in the future, if mot on
“futuree.” By reckless gpeonlation they ran
up the price of wheat far boyond its value,
caused a rise in bread and disturbed the trade
of the continent., Now that prices are coming
to their normal figure, these gamblers are
dropping thelr money by handfulls every day.
Verdict : Served them right.

TrE storm of Sunday sud Monday appears
by the reports to have been cne of the mont
dleastrons known for many years, The
destruction to shipping and the loas of life
along the Atlantic seaboard has been enor-
mous, As usual the weather buraau wans at
fanlt and in faot misled those who put con.
fidence in it. On Saturday the bulletins an.
nounced a cot¥lamance of falr mild weather
s 4 that very.ght this terrible storm set in.
Evidently Old Probs has a good deal yet to

learn.
T r—

M=z. Bravraver’s Oaths Bill has pagsed
the Honse of Lords and the last vestige of
exclusion from Parliament on account of reli-
glous opinlon has wwept away. A curlous
thing In this conneotion is that the Church of
England being o creature of Parliament, ks
dootrine, ritual snd dircipline will henceforth

matters for the supervielon of Free-
thinkers, Jews and Hindoos, Thls ie what
State Caurchism has come to in Protestant
England.

TrE London Unlverse In an able article on
the Irish question shows how every sophism
that is urged against Home Rule in Ireland
at present wan employed against Home Rule
in Canada half a century ago. At that epoch
the Transatlantic posscsaien was eeething
with discontent, Now that Canada ia, and
has been for leng, In the enjoyment of inde-
pendent self-government, there is no more
loynl part of the empire: In Ireland a
shmilar policy would bring about a like happy

result.

Tory papers are polnticg with gles to the
eviotions in Iowa as proof that the law in the
United States Is ag bad as In Ireland, and the

ederal authority enforoed with the same lack
of umanlty as that of the Britlsh Govern.
muat, The oases, however, are by no means
allke, Litigation for the posscaslon of the
Des Moines . lands has heen procesding for
years, during which many of the old settlers
- have died, some moved away, snd many mor>
have settled with the cempany; but while
_the ranks of the originnl settlers have been
depleted, thelr places have been taken by s mob
of squatters who have noclalm upon anybody’s

3§mpnthy. They have gone npon the lands

'| witbont any claim %o them, hoping that the

title would be recovered by the Government
and the lands thrown open to entry, They
have made fow valuable improvements, The
River Compapy as a company has passed
out of existence, and tho lande arc held by
individuala who have nsither bonght or in-
‘herited them, That is a very different state
of affaira to what exists in Yreland.

An the rate In which members of the seve-
ral “combines” are belng holsted into the
Senate, that chamber will soonbecome a body
of life representatives of the tax-eating clase.
The leading men in each of the moenopolies,
¢‘gombines,” rivgs and cliques for squeezing
the public are now In the Semate, What &
travisty on popular government is thiz ! Men
who rob the people under the forms of pro.
tection are made legislators by the msn who
they keep in power by bribery and cocruption !
No wonder there is an exodus from a country
where such shameful abuees are pooeible, and
where public spirit is 2o dead a8 to submit to

them.

A ToroNTO paper, notorious for ita retro.
greseive narrowness, rises to say that here-
after it shall regard advocsates of Commercia)
Uanion and Upreetrioted Reciprocity, one and
all, as Annexsilonists, We do not think
it matters much bow a subsidizad apofegist
of the *“ combines” regards the advoentes ¢f
freer commercial intercoaree with the United
States. He is pretty much Ia the position of
& man who is color-blind. Because he cannct
see correctly, or wilfully wears goggles tbat
distort his vision, does not alter faots or
change the natvre of things, One thing,
however, is clenr : Razatriction is the cause of
Annexation, The longer the one lasts the
stronger the other grows.

Arrnouci the full returns of the voting
on the Presidential election are not sll in
they are sufficiently full from all the States to
show protiy nearly how the popular vote of
the country stands on the Presidential cendi-
datos, According to thu most relichle footivgs,
Cleveland has & plarality ever Harrison of
79,198 vatae, Cleveland’s vote heing 3,569,990
to Harrlsoz’s 5,490,491,  Offizial roturns will
donbtless change these figures somewhat, and
will probably bring them cleser togethar,
These tigares give grent enconragement to tho
advocaten of tariff reform, which is indezd a
quostion with which the new Congrets will
have to grapple, and which must be settlcd
within the next f>ar yoare, if the Ropublioans
know their business and what is expected

from them,

Lorp SaLissury has agaln atarted the anti-
quated cry of the conntry {n danger, and, like
cur own Sir John, begs his pelitical oppo-
nenta to join him in uphelding the empire.
The British Premier’s epeech at Edinbargh,
reported in yestorday's Post, was the etalest
gort of fustian, Hoe asked his hearera rot to
attach much importanae to party names, asif
Toryism and Democracy wers merely names
and not indicative of principlea inherent in
kuman natare, This is a vary old Tory game,
It was played in Osnada for all it was worth
at tha time of CQonfederation, and for years
aft rivards. Ashamad of their old true desig-
nation the Torles adopted saveral party
names. They became *¢ Coazervatives,” then
“ the Party of Unicn and Progr:ss,” then the
¢ Liberal-Conservative’’ party, DBait aince
the Empire haa beon started they have e
verted to their old atyle, drepped the mask
and como out what they are,—Tory dyed in
the wool, Through all changes, however,
they arte the same old party of plunder here
as in England,

PRESIDENT-ELECT HARRISON having been
provided by the quidnuncs with a cabinet,
Queen Viotoria with an abdication, Bismarck
with a retirement, Gladstone with a tomb in
Westminster, and other notables in like man-
ner disposed of, the wireacrea have et to
work to provide a sncceseor to Pope Leo XIII.
Although an old man, His Holiness Is, per- [
haps, the mosat likely to live and disappolut
them. Cardinal Tascherean Is the one molect-
ed by an ex-United States Congressmar to
succeed to the Chalr of St. Peter. The reasons
given have a certaln plaueibllity, bnt it is
hardly likely, should the occaslon arise, that

he Italian wajority would select a Canadian,
though it must be admitted that Cardinal
Taschereau is eminently quallfied in all re-
spects for the most exalted throne on earth.
The mere mention of such a poseibility will
gond a thrill of satisfaction throughout
Canada. Even Proteztant Canadiens will feel
proud that one of thelr countrymen should
be considered eligible and likely to be aised
to the Popedom. Held in the highest vener-
ation by all classer inthe Dominlon, estoemed
for his plety sud loarning, poassessed of quali.
tles of mind which placs himin the front rank
of princes of the Church, we are not surprised
that bis name should be mentloned in o
august & gonnection.

Mg, JouxN V, Eruis, M.P., editor of the
St. Jobhm, N.B., Globe, has been for some
time the best abused man In Canads, be-
cauee he declared for annexation in his paper,
He hss been represented for yeara by the
Tory press as & man obnoxiour, on account of
his opinions, to the meutiment of the people
among whom he dwelle. Nevertheless, ae
the Halifax Recorder observes,—*‘ Mr. Elils
has been gettlng elected unopposed or by
large majoritles to the most reaponsible posi-
tione, when his detrastors for the mosat part
would find 1§ hard $o ge$ nomioations for
hog-resves, In the various influential soofe-
tles and orgauisationz he Is conaected with,
-Mr, Ellis bas besn elovated to the very high-
est positione, The ratepayers have seat him
'¢0 _help In- clvlo governmert; he has bsen
elected | M.P,P, 9 Fredericton, then an

3

j M.P, to Ottawa ;‘; and At every glt_epj the Tory

coyotea yelp at his heals: ¢See how unpopn-
lar Ellis and his vlews are? He haa beaten
the Tory standard-bearers time and again
out of their very boots; and this Ia their re-

venge,”
————

GooD rensons are given for the bellef that
& scheme is being hatched at Ottawa to raiso
the duty on imported flour $o one dollar &
Lerrel, Is 1 mow Sfty cants, Workisgmes
who will feel this inoreaaed tax the most
severely and directly, may reflict on this
characteristic inatance of the friendehip the
Tory Government has for them. To increass
the prioe of the staff of life In the midat of &
revere winter In order to enable a few fovor-
ites to make money out of the neceesities of
the poor is sbout as oruel a thing as any
Government could perpetrate. The tax on
breadstuffs Is felt moat soverely in the Mari-
time Provinces, and the Halifax Chronicle
glves a note of warning :(— _

$Wa can only say that we do not belleve
this policy would be of the slighteat value to
Ontarlo farmers, and we do know it would
be most disastroun and opprescive to the
people of the maritims provinces. We havo
alwaye maintalned, and we reiterato without
foar of successful contradiction, that the na.
tional policy has been of no valoe whatever
to the maritime provinces. Oa the contrery
it has beer n clcg en_our commercisl and in-
duetrial energles, There Is a limit bryond
which the preple of this section will not go,
and we wora the government that that polni
will be reached 1f an attempt is made to io-
crcane the already burdensems dutio2 upon
bread.”

MECHANICAL EDUCATION.

The action of certain trade unions in
limiting the number of appreatices and thus
increneing tho number of the unskilled in the
hardiorafts, while it may be defenaible froma
mechanic’s point of view, Is not a proceeding
which tho body of the peopls regard with
favor. Semsibls men who meditate on the
choice of a cureer for theifr eons are convinced
that a good mechanic la beiter than a bad
lawyer,sp indifferent clorgyman, & poor physi-
olan ur an impecunious clerk, But when they
try to put Jack to a mechanical trado, they
find the workashop doors barced againat him in
many instances, But the crop of young mau
with nble and willing bauds incresse:, whils
tho work to be dome in the world slso in-
crenzos, and a way has to bs found for lenra-
ing tho meckanlcal arts,

Au effort is now keing made ab many places
ail over the continent to meet tho popular de-
mand for Industrial education. Some col-
leges kave departinents in which handicrafta
are taught, Soboole of art acd deelgn are to
be tourd almost in every city and regular
inatruction is given in some places to those
desiring to learn trades, Oae of the greatest
of these Inatitutions Is the **Willinmeon Free
School of Mechanical Trades,” founded by
the man whose name it bears with a gift of
twelve million doflars. Thin magnificent
donation marka the progress now made from
the old days of apprenticeship to thcas of
free manuel training. The change hes not
been eflected without dicorders, cpposivions
and difficulties, and at times it seemed as if
the mechanical arts might die of too muoch
division of labor and toe little education snd
practice by Individuals of the whole nrt per-
taining to a special mechanleal calling.

The Philadelphia school will doubtluas belp
in eolving the problem towhich wo sliuded in
the beginning of these rem=rke. It is, lndeed,
confidently expected that such » munuel
training school a8 that which can, and doubt-
less will, be bullt up In the © Williamson Free
School of Msechanical Trades” will eoon de-
termine whether the trades can be foalored
and the means of liveiihoed placed in the
hands of induatrious boyz by means of well-
endowed manuel training schools,

It we had more of this sort of tralningin
Cnnada and less Greek and Latin it would be
far better for the rlslog generation and for
the country at large.

SIR CHARLES WARREN.

A succesaor having been sppointed o Sir
Charlea Warren as chief of the London
police, and Her Majesty having approved the
ghange, it la to bo hoped we have done with
hearing of & man who has not brought much
cradlt on the British name at home or abroad,
He comes from the well known family of the
Warrone, of Warrenscourt, County Oork,
Ireland, and rose to diatinction on account of
peraonal bravery in the wara oi India and
Africa. Some years ago was appointed to
put down the Basute risivg st the
Oape, ond came in for severe oastl-
gatlon by the [Foglish prees for the
horrors he Inflioked on Sekukuni and

ther chiefs who had taken refuge with their
women and children in caves, The descrip-
tions published at the time of ths way he
smoked them out roused great popnlar in-
dignation. When Sir E. Henderaon resigned
the post of ohicf of the London police, after
the Soolalist riots, he was appofnted to the
place mainly on account of his well knowa
rathloseness in command, He was what ip
known a8 ‘““a hard man,” and soon frans.
formed the polics into o semi-military orgsn-
isation, and seemed to have & speoial dislike
to the populace. On the 12th of November
of laat yesr, when 80,000 men of the Radical
olubs and Irich organizatlons in Londen n$-
tempted to hold a mesting In Trafalgar
squore, to protest againet William ('Brien’

imprisonment, Sir Charles Warren gave
ordera te hils men to provent the
procesulonists meeting In  he square,

altheugh meetings had been held in it
for nearly thirty years previonsly, and
the result was in eviry way oalamitons, for
ovor 5,000 mon were besten or wounded on
the ocoasion, and six mon afterwards died of
their wonnds, Sir Charlea Warren on this
oconslon employed nearly 10,000 foot and
mounted police besides the Life Guards and
the Grenadier Guarde, and later om he called
into requidition nearly 20,000 epecial Oon-
stubles, His lamentable {ncompetency over

the - terrible Whitechapel murders lod

to his " removal .an event which
was haeiled with ~dellght by the
radical olubs of London, His sncoessor,
Mr, Moore, has an Irieh name, and iz ex-
pected to make a more efficlent chief, becaunse
of his experience and acquaintance with life
in Londcn.

HOW SALISBURY WAS TRAPEED BY
BISMARCK.

L ord Saifsbury's fesbl ecess in the Foreign
Office fsnot less marked shan his nephew’s
miverable failure in Ireland. The secret of
how England has been made to play the
Jjackall fo the German lion on the east conet
of Africa has bean let out by the London cor-
respondent of the Cork Examiner. It was
announced some days ago that the British
fleet wounld co-operate with that of Germany
in the suppression of the slave trade, which s
described as about ome of the most risky
adventures that England has gone into for a
long time, and the result of it s that if Prince
Bismarck hes his way England will gsin only
the bsrrca glory of having helped on the
oause of (Germun) civilization. The arrange-
ment came about in this wise, As soon as
the news of the German disasterd at Zanzibar
reached Berlin overtures were at once made
to Lord Salisbury to oo-operate with Germauvy
in restoring order, Lord Sslisbury, however

who fa fond of laying traps for others, did
oot wish to walk Into one himself, and thore-
fore begged to be excused.
~ Oa this the Germans set to work after the
manner of a character in one of Mark Twain’s
books, who ** persuaded” a man by the ex,
hibition cf a shot gun to comply with his de-
mands. While the Germans in London went
about sayicg that the time was not far off
when Eagland would bave to evacuate Egypt,
Count Hatzfeldt was instructed to polnt out
to Lord Salisburythat the Arabrisingin Afrlca
wai greatly duo to the way In which the affairs
of tho Soudan had besn mismanaged by Eag-
land. Itwasthersfcroincumbent on her, hav.
iog tbat resporeibility, to help Germany to

restore order among the revolted tribes in the

territory annexcd by Germany. It was hinted
at the samc time that the refusal of Englund
to do so weuld entail on Germany the beces-
aity of brirging tac nistter before the Powers,
with a view t> fresh arrangements with rs-
gard to Egypt belog made. Thoroughly
alstmed, Lord Salisbury st once saw the
validity of Count Haszi«idt’s reasoning, oard
the Anpnglo-German rprsement was entcred
into, With his charasteristic cunmnicg ba
propoeed that France should be invited to
join in the arcang:meat, and forego her ob-
jectlona to the searching of veasela nader her
flsg. The Ficnch have done so, but condi-
tionally only. The game now Is understood
in diplomatic cirzles in London to be this,
Loird Salisbury would prefer to see & quar-
rel got up betsween Germany and France;
bat Prince Bismarck, on the other hand, will
endeavour to embroll Eagland and France,
which he all but eucceeded in dolng in 1882,
Whether the motives which have led nearly
everyone in Bogland to oppose any kind of
cc-operation with Germany In this work of
pssudo-humanitarianiem will bear examina.
tion ia doubtiz), but the lnstinct which caused
peopls to zee tha folly of it wae right, Be
tha consequonces mow, however, what they
msy, Enpgland 13 committed to follow
Garn:any's lend, thanks to the amaziog im-
becillty und crafty raahness of the nan who
has the management of British foreign affaira
in his hands.

TBE MEROIER GOVERNMENT AND
THE PROTESTANT MINORITY.

L’Electsnr not inopportunely reminda the
Protentant minority that it is to their own
determined opposition to the election of a
Proteetant Liberal that they owe the abzencs
of a representative of them in the cablinet.

There was a time when the Proteatants of
thie provicce were largely Libsral, a con-
siderable number of the most eulightened of
thom are so satill, but some have been led
nstray by the wrong impression thay have
taken of the ghoracter of the Mercier gavern-
ment through the falae representations in-
dastrionsly made by the Tory press. That
press has acoused the Nationallets of making
political capital on% of $ha bones ot Louls
Riel, when, in reality, the Tories have made
most of tho raw head and bloody bones to
create a war cf races with the wretshed hopo
of gaining thersby a party advartage.

No graster misfortune ocould befall the
Proteatant minority in Quebcc then to be con
golidated on one eide In politics.

Yet the Tory press s bent with fatuoma
peralstency to bring about conditions that
would ieolate them and place them in the
position of & hopelesz minority, antagonized
on every side, and psrmanently deprived, as
they are now only temporarily we hope, from
‘ the only just and honest administration the

province has possesaed elnoe confederation,
exocopting, of course, Mr, Joly’s short tenure
of office,

It the Protestante, whom the Tory presa is
etriving so vechomently to estrange from the
National-Liboral party, oalmly reflect on the
uaiferm,wo might say impersurbable, courtesy
end care with which Mr. Meroler looks after
their intereats, a® a class, and does every-
thing In kis power to assure them by acts
more than words of his unshaken friendship,
they would shnt their enca to those who
would Isolote them and deprive them of their
just and proper share in the govornment of
tho Province. :

Bat apart from this mers sectarfan view
our Protestant fellow citlzens must see how
the Mercler Government has improved the

tend to the general welfars. Tho character of
public life has distinctly Improved since the
change of mioistry, Bankruptey, imminent
under the lats admlinlstrations, has. been
averted. Provinclal securitles have in-
creased In value, the ‘terror of dlrect
taxation has been removed, the en.

poeitlon of the province in many waye, which

rlchment * of : placemen and professional
politicians  has been atopped. Agrlonlture
bas improvrd, there ia a greater fseling of
finanofal ssourity and of hopefuloess In the
ability of the people to overcome thelr diffi-
cultier, confidence in the wisdom and modera-
tion of the government haa been establizhed.
All thesse inflaences are felt throughout the
province, and must eventually overcomse
thoee feoliah pre judices which the Tories have
endasvored to fuster and perpetuate,

the Protestant minority, and hope to see it
befors long come Irto line with the honest,
progreseive government of Mr. Mercier,

WHO ARE THE TRAITORS?

Commenting on the Empire’s blood and
tkunder articles and threats to shoot down
advocates of apnexation in their traske, the
Halifax Recorder reminda the Teory firo-eater
that, if to talk annexatlon makes a man a
rebel then Joseph Chamberlain, John Bright,
Gladstone, Mr, Lowe, now Lord Sherbrooke,
Earl Russell, Lord Howick, the Earl of
Ellenborough, Lord Broaghsm, Lord Ashbue-
ton, Lord 8t. Viacent, Earl Gray, Lord Monck,
Sir George Campbell, the Ilate Hon.
W. E. Forster, Lord Dufferin and other
ominent British statesmen were and are
troitors, It Is well known that many leading
mindes in Eogland regard the eventual
absorbtion of Canada by the United States as
manifest destiny, and to **cut the slender
tie” which binds this gountry as a colony has
been auggested more than omce, Of course
Englishmen have no thought of coercion one
way or the cther, Their attitude was fairly
stated by Mr, Lowe wken he eaid in parlia-
ment :—** It is our daty to represent to Cana-
da that If after well-weighed consideration
she thinks it more to ner nterest to join the
great American Republic iteelf, it Is the duty
of Oanada to deliberate for he own interess
and happiness.” Lord Rasse!l spoke to the
same effect. ¢ If the North American Colo-
nier,” he maid, *‘showed an anxiety to amal.
gamote with the United Staten I do not
think it wuuld be wize to resiet that desire,”

1f it be urged that times bave changed and
that Imperiul Fedoration Is favorably regarded
cow by Euglish statesmen, we reply that no
one ¢f them hss mado it a question of practi-
cal politica, and that, even if they dld, it ia
imprasiicabie and conld not be Iimposed
againat tho prenounnced apposition of the large
maercs in the colonies. -

The American view of the question is, of
course, interceling, Here ia what the Albany
Journal thicks :—

On thias eldo the lue there ia wide difference
of opinion. S:pator Shermapn, whose round
judgment makes his vlews valunble, has made
the startling agsertion that without annexa-
tion wer will eventually become inevitable.
He does pot belleve that commerolal union, of
which Erastns Wiman is the chisf apoatle, s
practicable. He belleves that such a union
could be no mora ruccezsful than conid happl-
ness come from a marriage under an agree-
ment that the wife sheould alwaye remain at
home with her parents,

Great Britain hasalways herotofore refusod
to enter into negotintiona for the ealo of the
azy of her colonier, and it wonld be the ruin
of any polltical party to Eagland to advocate
the relizquishment of her title to Canada. At
the same time, the possession of that Pro-
vince i3 comparatively liitle real valne to
England, and ghe would hnrdly expend much
bloud or money to retaln the more semfiblance
of awnerehip. The {act that Canadals borne
down uader a debt of over $300,000,000,
which ehe bardly hopes ever to pay, I8 s
atrong russon for aunsxation in the minda of
any far-seeing Canalian,

Another phage of ths questicn Is that upon
the death of the azed Sir John Macdonald,
raco and religions troutles are likely to over-
whelm Canadisn inesitntions, French Can.
ada i3 in a oonditien that varies but hittle
from that of France bzfore the overthrow of
church control. The prieste wetill collect
tithee, and the Catholic church has entire
authority In one way or another over every
branch of the loez]l government aand the pub-
lic schvola. FEoglish Canada has a populstion
with ideas similar to thosa of the people cf
New York, with whom they have later-
married exiensively., Tneze two races are
violently intolerant and wonld have floem at
each othor’s throata long ago bat for the anto-
cratic power and inflzence of Sir John Mac-
donald.

There s some truth and some misconcep-
tion in the above, but aothing ia more cer-
tsin than that a great debt,excessive taxatlon,
discontent, political knavery, parliameatary
corruption and interaal dissension are work-
ing in Qanada towarde a criafs which can end
in only one way

THE OLD FLAG SUPERSTI[ION.

The strength aud importance of the annex-
ation sentiment in Cinada, although it has
not assumed, like the Tory ory of 1849, the
shaps of an organiz:d movement, may be
estimated by the frantlec manner in which the
chief Tory organ continually waves *‘ths old
flag.” So much are tha Torlea scared Ly the
bare mention of -annexaiion that they find
a necessity every day to awsure the world
that “the selling out of the old flag o some.
thing that cennot be done ; neither will sny
traltor hand be permitted to hacl it down.”
The same bumptions organ of a forsign
element, which has been too long per-
mitted to deceive itmelf with the notlon
that it owna this country, has the audsocity
to indunlge in threats against Canadiace who
believe In the aeverance of their aountry from
the disabilities and dangers of the Earopean
connection: It saye ““they may go farencugh
to lnvolve themselves and their followors in
ruin,” This, it adds, they *‘may as well un-
derstand distinotly.”

Such Ianguage, betraylng en it doea the
moat violous, unpatriotio spirit, carnat be too
atrougly condemned. It Incltes to disorder
by flattering & minoxity of foreign birth and
posseased of allen sympathien that they can
bully the Canadian people Into lasting zub-
migsion to the Imperial yokeand keep them in
bondage by foroe to a ring of reprobate
politiclans who flaunt ““tho old fg,” as
Captaln Kidd fiannted it, aimply beoaunse they
oan parsue their plundering with greater sife-
$y wnderit. Lt
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oonslder the humiliation, the lonses, th o
natfon, the monntainons debt the eroas:
taxation, the territoria e Trosaire

1 deprirati
draln of population, the basiness 4, o::. the
and, worat of all, ¢ Preeaion,

he dwarfiag of
whioh this country has suffereq throu?: o:::

cantinuance of the colonia] s
flaglsm, the fatulty which p:::;; tli:dor old
inexplicable, It wonld be inexp“cab]:“m
dold not the presence of nearly two mu.lo’u:o:;
ansdlans in the Unite :
apswer. d Staten “UPPly e
Canadians who derire to mee
rise to the etatus of an indopsnd
state are the true patriots, .
alvilization of No:)tb Ameri:r'::;1 ef "o that the
the Earopesn old flig system o bposead to
g ‘ a8 thoronghly sy
industrinlism is to militarlsm, The k
that in cazs of Bngland being involvedsi"n ;DW_
on account of her Interferenge i the sﬂninar;
other nations, or in defence of her origntol
aggroessfons, she could not, and would not:f
she could, send ships and armig to defend
Csnada. Leaving aside al} hifulutin hn
could all the armlies available defeng “c"Jﬂn:w
four thousand miles long, whoss habitnbll'y
area soarcely averages one hundraa milen WId:
with av indefensible coast on two 0csana and’
aa open frontler extending acroas tpo con-
tinent? It is all very fize to boast aboat
*¢ the heroes who have shed their blood likq
wator in every quarter of the earth,” and of
** tho loyal men ” who would * riek theiy lives
and shed thelr blood” 10 keep Canada In
leading etrings, Such blathering from the
organ of  party that was annexationist to a
man a fow years ago is slmply balderdach,
The same party would be annexationiste
rebels, anything, to-morrow if, as in 1849’
they were not allowed to have things thd:
own way. It is the knowledge of this fanda :
mental inslncerity In tho Tory party ¢
Canada which vitiates all its declarations
of loyalty to, and love for, the old £
Nobody belleves or trusta It. Byt .
! 2 » perbaps,
their sincerity will be put to the test one of
these days, and then we shall seo what will
come of it. Dat there are other conslders.
tions, °
A entury bas passed sfoce Schiller taught
the new evangel of the greater patriotiam,
¢ The barriers are broken,” he said, *f which
eevered atates and nations in bostilc egotiem,
Oae cosmopolitic bond anites at prasent all
thinking miads.” We hold the miesion of
Cavada I8 to etcengthen that bond betwesn
the free connirles of Earope and Americs,
This she can do in but one way, and thatia to
join with the United States in making the
bounds of democratic frecdom and resistance
to European agression contermincus with the
continent.
Men whose intelloctsaresonarrow and whose
prejudloes are ro Inveterate that they canaot
recogniza this great truth had better take
paseage back to the Gl¢ World, where they
can enjoy the old flag business to thelr heart's
content and leave the people of Canzda o
work out their own destiny in their own way.
Small oouceitednes: ia often very loud in its
expresgiona, Sucb, we take it, is tke
clhinracter of the Toronto organ cf the pelitico.
commercial combine known as Macdonaldiem.
But it serves to locate o cisease in the body
politic, as tapping on a tras tells of the dry
rot within. In another senmo this old flag
fol]y pfforda a hendle to narrow-minded
demagogues nnd unfits those who heed it fo:
tho conception of juat and enlarged views, o
patura! elsvated national Canadian aspira
tions,
But what most exoites our dislike for thes
allen pretenders e the fact of their glorying
in their descent from the Hippiasi who ir-
famously led the way for a foreign fnvader t
the heart of their unhappy country and
who atill rejoics o carrying the brand o
conquest snd servitude, Such was thek
career “‘at home,” but since we mutt
“ understand distinotly” what they mesr,
they also must distinctly understand what we
mean. We mean that Cinada ahall becomes
pation, allied in frosdom and invollabilily
with the Democratlo industris]l syetem of
Amerlos. We nlio mean te get rid of tie
Empire businecr, old flige, old rage, od
rabbleh of all eorte, and to go right abead, 8
free people in a free country.
A ———

thejr COUntry
ent, Bavotelgn

COMPULSORY VUTING.

Mz. Joseph C. Robillard, of this olty, hu
revived the question of compulsory voting st
electlons for members of Parliament and
other representative poritions, Thia gueation
has beea discuseed on former ocoaslons In the
newspapers, but some how or another no lead-
Jng public man hus pressed for its conslders)
tlon. Novertheless, it 1s of the highest im:
portance, and now appears to offer the only
means by which a comprehensive and acourate
test of popular feeling can be obtalned.

Since Sir John Macdonald’s return to powes
the several acta passed in relation to the frac:
chize were palpably framed with the sole vie¥
of scouripg- the election of Tory partizane
‘The pretence, when it ‘was assumed,. of Im
proving the law and extending the franchise
was always accompanied by trickery clauses
'which ave simply & disgrace to the statole
book. Indoed it wonld be diffioult to find
a more villalnous Franchizs Act than thatj:
now existiog in the Dominion, It repealed
the, beut fentures of Mr. Mackenzis's Ach
eaddled the ocountry with enormous ex
pense and placed the constituencles o




