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cfficacy of His holy life and death abide forever
—hence day by duy the Church can solemnly
supplicate thut by all the holy mystories of His
Incurnate lifo the “ good Lord would deliver

"

If we Churchmen could but enterinto the sea-
sons of the Christian year, feeling their mean-
ing aud reulizing them as we do the cold of win-
ter aud the heat of summer, how holy and
blameless before God and man would be our
lives. For each time and season of the Church’s
calendur secms to have a distinclive gruco. The
Church’s atmosphere is charged with it, as it
wero; tbe chant and psalms, collect and hymns
and lessons also dwell upon it, The collect for
Ash Wednpesday, for example, beseeches God to
wgreate and make in us new and contrite
hearts,” as tho speeial fruit of Lent, This is
what we mean by the distinctive graco of each
geason. A study of the collects will malke this
plain,

Meditation—that exercise recommended by
ull masters of the interior life—is the best way
of entering fully into tho seasons of the Prayer
Bovk. By this exerciso wo contomplate the
fucts of the Gospel as present realitios, models
for our imitation, wells of graco whencoe we
draw strength and comfort,

The devout soul will tind the observance of
the mysteries of the Christian year as they re-
volve in solemn order across our daily life, a
most efficacions way of drawing closer Lo Je~ns
Christ, and of seeing Him and listening to Lis
maxims, of learning of Him and of living in 14is
presenco a3 did tho Blossed Apostles of old.
« Come ye and let us walk in the light of the Lord”
s shed abroad in the huly times and season of
the Christian year.—Diocese of Lfond du Lac,

THL BISHOPS AND PULPIT LX-
CHANGES.

A semi-religious wockly has lately addressed
to the bishops of the Church in the United States
a lettor inviling an oxpression of opinion as to
the matter of an exchange of pulpits with min-
isters of the various Christian bodies, As was
to have been expected, those of the bishops
whose leisure and amiability have led them to
respond to this inquiry have pointed out the
obvious fact, that any such liberty is a matter
wt within their diserotion to authorize, nor of
this Church to exorcise,

There is very little doubt that this wuas
abundantly woll understood beforehand by those
who set on foot this interrogation, und whose
motive init, it is not difficult to divine; for the
liw of the Church is plainly set furth in terms
that are neither occult nor obscure, And, as
several of the bishops have pointed out, even
i it were otherwise, pulpit exchanges arc not
the rona to the reunion of Christendom, If it
were, Lthose communions in which such a usage
has prevailed, indefinitely, would have given
sume signs of drawing together. As a matter
of fact, there is nothing of the sort, Leaving
out the sentimentalisms of “ Union Mectings”
and the like, the fucts of the case, especially in
smaller communities where contacts between
rival religious bodies are more constant and irri-
tating  than elsewhers, do not indicate any
smallest diminution in the deep-rooted antagon-
isms that divide them.

It cannot be otherwise., I'he reunion of
Christendom, if it ever comes, must come round
an organic centre. The Historic Episcopate,
Seriptural, Apostolic, primitive, perpetual in all
the checkered and various life ot the Church of
God 1)l roand the world, offers such a centre.
It may be very irritating to Christian people
who have not accepted it hitherto, nuy, who
have treated it with studied disosteem as a
something concerning which they were pro-
foundly indifferent, to recognize this ; but with

the Church it i3, nfter all, a simple question of
fact. She cannot surrender it, because she haas
no right to surrender it And meanwhile pulpit
exchanges, as a propaition in the interests of
the reanion of Christendom, would have very
much the same eftect its an ¢xchange of cam.
manders among the groat ocean steamers that
sail in and out of the port of New Yorlk would
have upon the peace ot those [uropean powers
that own them. 1t would be a very preity
pieco of international eomity ; but it would not
in tho smullest degree promote the safety of the
pussengers, but rathor the contrary, while its
effects upan the unification of Europe could
only be considered in a humnrous aspect.— The
Churchman,

EVIL SPEAKING.

How easy isit unwittingly to offend in word,
and how ditficult ofttimes it is to heal the
breaches causad thereby. Truly death and life
are in the powor of the tongue!” I1low oflen
do we puttodeath the reputation of another by
an incredulous look, an unkind remark, a slight
detraciion, to suy nothing of the more pronounc-
ed gossip and scandal whaich too oft disgrace
the social hour. ** The tongue isa tire, & word
of iniguity, . . . wsetonfire by hell.” Sad
indeed is it to heur tho carcless, thoushtless re-
mark made about some Christian worker,whose
peculiaritics and shorteomings are so diseussed
as altogether to loose sight of his many oxcellent
qualitios und his genuine worth,

And what about the insinuations and bold
statements a3 to the motives of uthors wo w0
often heur? Are we on a higher spiritaal plane
than Paul when he deelared I judge not my-
selt 27 Then, Loo, are we always in a position
to judge of motive 2 The intricacies of Jite and
its many complexities call for o wisdom greater
than our own, and afove so deep that, seeing
the wound, will handle it with gentlest, tonder-
ost tonch ; thatin the place of death, despair,
despondency, will pourin words of lite, of love,
and hope. God teach us more and more the
importapce of guarding well our speech. The
world is tired of preaching without practice, but
the silent testimony of * The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ," a3 evinced in the life of one of
his weakest, humblest followers; will be more
potent for good than any amouut of preaching
divorced from practice,

If our hearts were tilled with the Divine love,
how ditferently should we regurd the fall of a
weak browher,  How this Divine love, emanat.
ing from ux; would be as o wall of tire between
the weak one and thysin; or, having fullen,
with what loving hands shonld we stoop down
and [ift the sinner out of the mire, uphold the
faltering steps, and see him well and safely on
his way.

Wihiat about the poor back-lider? Oh! you
iknew he would never stand - Then what in the
name of God's great heart of love did youdo to
make his footing sure?” Lot us be carclul Jest
there be found upon us blood-guiftiness!

Then, about that worker we were tempted to
regard, from our vantage ground of edueatiouul,
or of even spiritual, attainment, as beneath us,
1t is true that he muy nut exercise the oflize of
teacher tous; but shall we witholl the criticism,
the disparaging remark, fur the sake of those
to whum he is so fzithfully di=pensing the Bread
of life according to his light, lest his influenco
for good be wholly or in part destroyed ?

Then what effeet should a knowledge of the
shortcoming of those with whom we are in
contact have upon us ? I believe that herein
lies one of our greatest and grandest opportuni-
ties of service. It the Lord aliows us to pereeive
the spiritual poverty of anuther, his weukness
or his tin, is it nota callto us o ask and to
recoive for him the grace that dotheo ‘‘ much

moro abound * in place of them? The natnral
heart ** rejniceth in iniquity,” but ronewed heart
has tho privilego of sutfuring with and for the
body of which the Christ of God is Head, that
it may be lucking in no good thing. Instead,
then of proclaiming upon tho housetops the
knowlodygro detrimental to the interest of another,
the Liord would hyvo us vogard that knowledgo
as peculiarly sacred, and in tho socrot of the
closet, with door shut, to commit it to lis keop-
ing. Are wo willing to loave out that * but”
we aro so fond of using to qualify some favour-
able remark wo hear aboul another? Are wo
willing to ntand aside; to be lesa than thoe least ;
contont to bo forgotten and noglected, and find
our joy in titting on the armour of another ; in
supporting the woalk ; in passing on thoso words
of ecomfort which have boen o us as tho vory
“ balm of Giload ?”

Oh! for thoe lips that might dispenso the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ to all around, Oh!
that 1Io might so richly dwell i us that our
“speech ' might be not only somotimes but
“ulways with graco,” and our presenco chock
the corruption of idle talic and gossip so widely
provadeat, evon in Christian cireles, Tho love
of Gad shed ubroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost will not blind us to other's faults and fail-
ings, but over ull wo shall throw the mantle of
charity, A Pasron.
—The News.

THE PRAYER-BOOK.

No wonder the Iipiscopalian loves the servico

ol his Prayer Book. For those to whom its
leading thoughts are true, to take purt in it
mu-t be like taking part in rondering & noble
oratori,  The simple, stately phrases movo on
lilo solemn music.  Obsorvo their orderly pro-
cession—first the hewd bows in quist confossion
and then uplifts a bright and shining fuco ; thon
follows reverent listening as (o oraclos, Bible
oracles, broken by peals of prai<e; then the firm
tread of the “Creed ' and lastly tho bowed
head again in the long, low, responsive mar-
murs of the Colleets nnd Litany, Knch part a
beautitul detuil, each richly varied from the
next, yol all conspiring to unity, Thoe service
is anoble wark of art,

And it is what public worship should ho, n
commnn service, ‘Tho book s traly called the
Booic of Commuon Prayer. The people muko to-
gether that “ General Confossion” with which
it opens; the people praise in choral p<alms and
glorias; the people read the psalms for the duy
in adternation with the priest; the people vaice
in unison their Crodo 5 the poople respond, poti-
tion by petition in the Litany and tako ouch of
the Ten Commandments to themselvos, amd by
Amens uppropriate tho prayoers und  collocts
which the prisat recites ; and here and there
the prople rise, and hero und  there they knoel
togother.  The priest, though huving much to
rad, never for a long =pico reads alone, so close-
ly do the peoplo follow him.  Many ages and
experiences and modes cun onter into this ser-
vice, and cich find that which iy its own; tho
little child in its tirat church-going will recog-
nize the *“ Qur Father " ho hus learnt ut homo,
aid to the oll in yeurs it must be full of clustor-
ing associations,  And the use of the sumo buuk
by all Episcopualians widens the communion
through ull the lands. At the hour of worship
all who bhoeur this namo are treading the same
wurd puths of thought and praise. Lot Sunday
come, and whenever ho can fiud his church tho
traveller is a native and the stranger fools at
home.—Southern Churchman
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Buptist ministor of Winona, Miun,, i prepuring
for Holy Orders at Faribault. He is wuid to
speak the Scandinavian language fluently,



