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health, meets hardships, enceounters loss, con-
fronts disaster, without cither thought of
praise or whimper of discontent; who talces
things as ho finds thom, and imakes the best
of thmI; who, in exact proportion to the fibre
and staff of his manhood, scorns, while on
duty, the thought of an inglorious case. lt is
a mean life that bas no ventures in it, and at oor life that nover faces loss. If Julius
uesar had shrunk froin erossing the Rubicon

one of the groatest naines in history would
never have idorned it. If Washington laid
net risked overything for lis country's sale
the grandest instance of patriotisn would have
been lost to the world.

People say nowr, in a pessimism ns dutent-
able as it is unjust, that love of country has
died out of the English people. and that flic
citizens of Athens cared Jar more for the
liberties and independece of Greec than we
Englishmon of to-day. it is easy to say such
things, and liard to disprove themn, for it is
nearly a huitindred and fifty years since, fer a
few anxious hours, there wias ut brush of civil
war in Englanid. It is centuries since the
Wars of the Roses drenîched English l with
blood, or since foreign encmies tranplud on ils
dignity. Wo have, in flet, so entirely lost the
foar of' invasion out of o>ur heurta, thiat the
merO tholught of it provokes a seorn ta
languid for anger. Yet t lie Engisli people,
once roused by a roa[ danger, otce unitedl by a
foreign foc, wouild prove itself again, as il
pîrovel itself belbe, to be so piassionaitli
love with their soil, thrar raditiois, nd thbeir
honour, thnt, when the tigitinag is over, theiro
cionies will have disappeaired.

Anotheri iatuire in u--nhood ofil lhe
best k(ind-is rERIiNE55 :tdIrness fir Lthe
young and Mie woak, lor thlie sui'k aind tc stf.
fcrinug, for motter and wife, for daugiter and
litile child. By tenderintss I do not imean
smothoriig wiith sugar plnuis, Or lavishing
gushing cairesses, or the use of endbeaîrinug epi-
thots, whieb, if constantly used, lose muchieli of
t.heir sincority, and ail their sweetriess, or the
lorhîearing to lie s raiglit and hionest, whien there
is il need4ls hol for il, ern ait fie risI of' giving,
perhpsa <uick pini t P hiose w0e 1o'Ve. But
ir mean tht toerss, a0 PeCuliar13 the
quality of the strong, wiicl hiding, a ndi alimost
asituilnied of i(selt' wlien it dues inot feel Lbee
vauted, quickly and instinctively reveals
itsef' by lte bedite of' a little child ; or in the
long watching hours of a wifo's sicliess, says
but little, tIough, wienî il speaks, uItters in a
sontenue volunos, is cver filin to, have ai re-
serve uo' love behind il, which years ivill îlot
exlaust or en deat. destroy, The gance
of' the eye, the sudden tuar n the ch <to
pressure of Lte strong band, and the hushed,

iea3vy fbotstop, ail speak of tinderness, aIll
conv'ey the iinpression ofitis uînutterable pathos
tu the soul.

Onie thing more I iiust mîaîîue; I wonider if
yoi wiilI grec withi met0. C'oUIa admitedl
IN a foature of iiiiinhooi, whici ahnaost goes
wihlliout being namted. Bllt wliat la cour'age?
Is it the total absence of ail selse of Icar,
whether from a supreme ignorance of the
perils to be enîcouînterotl, or frolmi a sort
of brute instinet of blind and headstror
temecrity; or rather is i t îlot the serenie andi
mianful quality iîeli scs and appretiates
langer, and yot goes forth to confront il, feels

alirm, but, sO tar froi being scured by ilt,
tramples il. under foot; w'hicli in the solitude
o the toit the uniglt before the battie nuises
gravely, thouigl ivithi nothing of panie or re-
gret in it, ovcr what to-mîor'row's fight imay
mîtean for wives Inatie widows, and chlitdreI
fatliorless : for desolated homîes and dtiearest
joys buried for over; and yet rises fromî it ail,
stauncl and rosoluto, and iviLli a gleai in the
oye ; for ils it net ail for duty, and for hour,
for fatherland, and for the borne whiere little
ones are eleeping, unconecious tof a eloud over

their heads, where there is one waking, who
lives in his heurt, and te whom bis life ils
worth more than a world? He gulps down
his trouble, he tosses off tho rising tear, he
calins and strengthens himself on bis knees,
thon lie takes bis test, as if to-morrow ivere
his bridaI, not the ]ess a man because he is
sensitive to the emotions and susceptibilities
of manhiood brave, not because be des not feel
feir, but becanse le loves duty, and trusts God
More.

My friends, believe me, the truc secret of
muanhood is faith in the living God; and the
best kind of manhood is that which lives in the
sense of His overruling Providence, and in tc
chilililC feur Of lis Iloly Naine. DO not try
te live without God, as ifyoua did not neei Min
every hour. le is your Pather, and His Son,
whon le gave to mainkind out of lis love to
us, toock lti that le miglt show to us wlat
tenderness and self-sacriice, whiat self-govern-
ment and courage mean. He is ait once our
Life and our Pattern, our Saviour and our
Friend. As yo looli te Jin, and try te re-
semble Ilii, vill you quit your like men, ait be
t rong.--hurchî Mronthly.

ASCENSION iAY.

(I [î.v T'uvnsî, 3r' 11, 189I3).

Ail Christians are especially initerested in tie
the t of our Lord's Ascension :-

Because lIe is gone to the aight hand of God
inl order to aipperiR in the presu;encoe Of God for lis,
and the J[igh Priest vent into the ioly of
Jolieos on hie day of atoneinet.

Becaiuse lie tien reccivedl, as Man, tie gifts
of the lioly Ghoslt, whiclh le shed forth upon
1[is Apostles on the day of'Pentecost.

Because His Interession there as Our Iligli
Priest upon the Throine is thte strngt h ofal tlie
miiiist rations of lis Cliurch oUn earth.

Because I[e is thereby establislied as our
King, as veil an our Iligli Priest.

The Chireh enjoins thit Aseunsion Day shll
bu observed with the celebration of the loly
Euchai'ist, appointing a proper prefaice fur tiis
day antd seven dalys after.

Goodi Friday is the (ay on1 wliicli wre iourn
fir tle sorrows of Christ in ls Passion.

Ascension Day is the day on which we praise
God with joyfulnless for [is enîtering upon thliat
perpetial Interession by which lis Sacrifice
obtains perpetual eflicacy.

ltI-e then be riscn with Christ, selk those
things whi'h are above, whoro Christ sittcth on
the Iight hand ofGo.:--Cl. iii. 1.

Sli ave sOt 1113' Kinig uipoi m11y liely bill of
sion.-Ps. ii. 6.

Serve the Lord iwithi feair, and rejoice unto
Ilii with reerece.--lb. l.

Kiss Ite Sou, lest Hle be anigry, and so ye
perisl fromtu tlie riglit w' 12

low ean yo do this if you refuse to kecp
Asteision Day ?

Try then to keep it botter.
Piay that others may dic the lilce.

-Leaflet.

TIlIE " FiEE METLIODIST" ON THE
CJIlSTIAN YEAR AND

EASTERTIDE.

Earl Nelsen, in Church Bells for April 7, gives
tc following article by the " Free Methodist,"
publislhed, wo believe, in London, Eng.:

' It is well for tC Church of Christ that she
persists in keeping her fasta and festivals, ber
holy days and saints' days. As Dissentors, we
have lost uch in the sweeping man ner in which

we have obliterated these froin out religious
calendars; and it is iith no small delight we
welcome the signe in our own churches of a re-
cognition of Idvent, Lent, Whitsuntide, and
other memorials of the great epochs in the life
of Christ. We need theso nemorials; indeed,
we cannot afford to dispense with thom, Christ
Hfimself, in the days of lis flesh, urged the
noecessity of keeping in remembrance thîe facts
of Js life; and if it was difficult for is fol-
lowers thon se to do, whon He was near thein,
and when the great faet of His life was fresh
and vivid in their memnories, what nust it be
to those of us who look back across a guif of
cighteen hundred years, and are in danger of
tracing but a shadowy outline and a dim ideal ?
The tendency of time is te crase. Even tc
most startling facts lose thoir telling power and
glamour with the flight of years. Our
iemories, to, take up so imany fresi impres-
sions that, uniess se magie tineture is ap-
plied froi time to time, that which was fades
away bencath that which is, and which is ever
occurring.

Christianity, while a present religion-a re-
ligion which claims te afford the perpetual
presence as given in the promise, "L , I am
with you alway, even unto the end of tc
world"-is none the less a religion based upon
felts which date far back in the past. Aund,
what is more, it is most essential we should
ever keep these fets before our minds. The
birth of our Master was, and is, the warrant of
lis incarnation; while His death is mysteri-
ously linked with the world's sin, the Cross
being the great and only interpreter of that
great cloud which in ail ages bas enveloped
man. is resurreetion, too, is Our hope; hIe
great tlieme of our joy, the unshaken warrant
of our steafasnesand faith, and the goal of
ail our movements as we grow up into Him,
our living Hcad, and as we sek those things
which arc above, where He sitteth at the riglt
hand of God. Now these, as present truths,
are al! spiritual-that is, they do net appeal te
flesh and blood, they arc apprehended through
failli. And yet faitl heeds stimulus ; the spiri-
tual now and again needs quickening by that
whieh is in part its warrant. Ilence, wre keep
Our feasts and holy days, and thus revive what
ivoulid otherwise be in danger of dying in a
world and under conditions where the spiritual
is deprived of all outer aids.

'We have spoken of the joy of Eastertide-
joy because of sorrowr, and because of the
prophecy it establishes et the final overthrow of
that sorrow whieb cones froin sin and death.
All ien, n1o atter wvhat thir rceed or what
their conduet, have been, and arc, under a
sense ofsin. True, they have not known it by
that naine, or even, in sone cases, by any iame
at ali. But they have felt it, fought againîst it,
and finally subnitted glooinily to its thraldon
Noiw, Eastertide reninds us of' the eile net by
which sin was defeated, and also by hIich it
stood lefinedl. It perpetuates the death of One
who caoe te put away sin by the sacrifice of
IHinse!f, and iL perpettates His risen glory-a
glory that it was not possible te diniiish, or
keep under the power of sin. In Christ's
death and resurrection wve have sin laid baro as
self-as the stubborn vaywardness of the wilIl,
and of its resistance to God-and iwe have also
thef grand conquest of the will; its absolute ab-
negation aind ceformity te the Father's will,
and, as a result, its transformation and en-
trance into eternal life. This, we say, is hie
ground of joy, because of hope, and the prophecy
of the povers of an endless life.

It is fitting for all devout Christians thus to
iake these feasts and festivals the seasons for
ieditation and prayer. There is a beautiful

conception in the old term, "the Christian
year"-in other words, the Calendar of Grace,
or a record of the birthday of our redemption
and of our salvation. The Prayer-book is no
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