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them on the white man’s pattern, and probably they will
turn out failures. But stir up among the young men in an
Indian community a true missionary spirit, and encourage
them to go out and preach the Gospel in their own way,
to their own heathen—supported by their own people—
and it seems to me that no better missionaries would be
found. An Indian, better than any white man, knows
how to bear cold and fasting and shipwreck and peril, and
all that long category of suffering which St. Paul under-
went patiently and stoically ; and surely in this way he is
- well fitted for the fatigues and trials of missionary work.
If only the Indian spirit could be stirred to work and to
deny itself for the spread of the true Messiah’s kingdom,
as it was stirred up lately in the States over a false Mes-
siah, we might surely look for Christianity to make great
and rapid strides in their midst. The Indians, as I have
noted in a former paper, are naturally a religious people ;
they will give freely even of their poverty to the support
of Christian Missions. If they were to carry on their own
mission work, there might indeed be some lack of organi-
zation, and possibly a lower standard of morals than we
white people would require; but on the other hand the
feeling of self-dependence, and freedom from the shackles
of nineteenth-century churchism, would, I believe, bear
its fruits in a wider extension of the truth, and a more
universal acceptation, on their part, of Christianity.



