
GOnJ the Hýiory of'th -Antcient Perfians
ed, n oft probably, ainong the2Chitflia ns, with whom they had an intër.courfe. 'One ule we may fairly 'elablifh in deciding the queltion, Whethcr-the books 6f .the .modern Gabrs .were anteriour. to.the invafion of die*Arabs; whèn an Arabick noùn occurs in then-changed only by the fpirit ofthe Chaldean idiom, as wertà, for wierd, a rofe, daba, .for dhahai, gold, or4enàn, -for zen, time, we. rnay allow it ta have. been'ancient PaIdavi-
but, when we meet with.verbal nouns or infinitives, evidently formedhby
ýthe rules of Arabian grammar, -we may be fure, that the, phrafes, in .which
-they occur, are comparatively modern; and not a.fingle palfage, which
-BAHmAN pruduced from the books of his religion,, would abide this teit.We come now ta the language of the Zend; .and hereI muil impart adi.;covery, 'which I lately made, and from which we ifnay draw; the moic-intQ.
treing confequences. M. ANQuTI L, who'had thé merit of. undertaking

voyage to India, in his earieil youth, wirh>no other view than ta recover
the writ tings of Z E RA'TU SH T, and who'would have acquired a brilliant repu-
tation in France, if he had not fullied it by his inimoderate vanity and viru.

dence of..temper, which alienated the good will even of ý his own country-
men, has exhibited in his work, entitled Zendàveftà, . two vocabularies:i-i
-Zend and Pahlavi, which he had found in an approved colleêlion of Raw4a-

áytor Traditional Pieces, in modern Perfian: of his Pahlavi no morë n eeds
be faid ,than it- ftrongly confirms my opinion concerning the Cha1daica oti-
gin of that lahguage; but, when I perufed the 'Zend glollary, I wàs inex-
preiffbly furprized ta find, that fix or feven words in ten were pureSanjrit,
'and even:fome ofÉtheir inflexions formed by thé rules of the Vyàcaran; '?s
yufhrnácan,- the genitive plural of yufmhad.. Now M. AN QUET IÉL Inoft
certainly;a-rd the Pefizn cormpiler monf probably, had no knowledge ofISan-
ferit; -arid'could not, therefore,' have invented'alift of.Sanfcrit words:.:it
is, therefore, an authenti:k lif of Zend wordsi which. had been preferved
-in books or by tradition; and it follows, that the language of the Znidwas
at leaft a-'diale& of the Sanferit, :approaching perhaps as nearly ta it as the
-Prácrit, or other popular idioms whi.ch we know ta bave been fpoken in
India two thoufand ycars.agQ. From all: thefe:faas it is a necellary conie-
quence, that the oldeif difcoverable languages of Perfia were Chaldaick and
'Sanfcrit; and that, when they had ceafed ta be vernacular, the Pahlani
-and Zeid, -werë deduced from them refpe&ively,, and the Pársi eithçrfrorn
the Zend, or immediately from the dialca of the J3rAinans; but allhad
perhaps. a mixture of Tartarian; for the.- beî lexicògraphers alert, that
inimberlefs Words in ancient 1erfian are taken -from the language -of the
Cimmeriàns, or the Tartars of Kipchdk; -fa that the..three families,, whòfe
lirieage we :have examined in former difcourfes,-ihad Ieft vifible traccs óf
themfelves in Iràn, long before :the- Tartars and Arabs h'ad ru{hedfrom
heirdferts, ànd returned tothat ery country,'., from .which in all proba-

'bilitythey'origihally proceeded, and which the Hides:'had abandonedIin an
éarlier age; ith pofitive:commands from their legiflators.to vifit it no more.
Iiclofe this head with obferving, that.no fuppoftion of'a mere :pôlitical:or
:comrerdial intercourfe between the different nations, will account- for the
Sanfcrit'andChaldaick words, which we.find in the old Perjian.tongues;
becaufe 'they are, in the firft place, too numerous ta have been -.introduced

y fuch means, a'nd fecondly, .are not the names of exotick animals cfcOIn
nodities-or art6, bit th~ofe of material elements, partpc4he body, natuil


