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Dexterity is conspicuous in almost all that a Russian does; éven
the meanest of them lias a freedom; lightness, and ease in his walk--'
an unconstrainedness, and even, grace, in his motions : without eveir.
being deficient in resp.ect towvards bis superiors, he.addresses himself,
even to those of the: higlest rank, with perfect self-possession, an&
withîout manifesting; a. izuvaisc hoitc. A singular intrepidity, an
confidence are displayed in. the.ease with which he climbs the most
dreadful precipices without beconing giddy. Yet this fearlessness,
often becomes rasliness: to save a few stcps; he will-cross over. rotten
plank, or stilli more rotten ice ; iii the iudst of a crow'd of carriages,
he sees as little cause for a)prehension.as if walking ina room. This,
apatlhy of, or rather predilectioni fbr, danger, mixes itself even in his
very amusements, which would otherwise appear to him insipid. A
striking instance of this is.to be found in theiž fondness for their pre-
eipitous ice-slides,

This dexterity is not merely corporal or manual ; it displays itself-
in their metaeNertions. It is well known that tlie Russian acquiresj
every foreign lariguage with particular f'acility; an advantage for
which lie is i sonie degree indebted to the difficulties of. his own ;
this renders iioorgans so pliant, and breaks them in so well, that lie.
can imitate any sound witl facility, while the German is never able
ii holly to acquire the sound of the English Il,.the Bohemian r, or the
Polish . ThU Russian also possesses a decided.and remarkable ca-
pacity for. the mathematics.

Another trait in-their national character.s kindness. Among no.
ether people does this truly amiable virtue appear to be cultivated to
a greater extent. Whether in an unknown part of the city, or.in the
deserts ofSiberia, one is equally sure of beipg directed ariglht.; and
even of being accompanied until lie is cer.tain of his way. Blind.b-g
gars sit.in the most.crowded .strcets ivith .the money they have col-
lectéd in their hats ; to these, persous even of the lowest.classes wilh

.give alms, and should any one have a larger.piece of mone'y than le
can well spare, will put it down. and take outas.muclh change as lie
thinks proper ; nor is the opportunity for behp dislhonest.on such oc-,
casions ever known to mislead them. This àS*a piece of confidence.
that in some other capitals would soon be repented· of by whoever
should think of displaying it. It must not, hîowever, be. supposed
that the Russians are- absolutely immaculatç in this respect; on the,
contrary, they make small scruple of appropriating to theéiselves ony
little article of value. But robbery, or. any thing like violence, very
rarely occurs; little care, thlèrefore, is taken to secure ddors and win.
dows. Travelling is also -perfectly safe, except, indeed,, among tl)*,
Nomadic tribes of the Caucasus, &c.

Whether it arises from the disposition of the people, or from the.
character.ofthe government, no where does a more urli.mited religions
toleration prevail than in Russia. Another remarkable trait among
the Russians is their extreme disinterested hospitality. ,A stranger, or
a young man-of moderate cireumstances -in any bf the larger cities, is
sure of obtaining access to tables which he may consider as his own,
and can avail hirmself of the general information given, withoult the
Ieast reserve or constraint.


