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[For the News.)
A CONSIDERATION.

(A ppended in o esluwmic of Sungl)

BY LN, LONDON,

Heve ond my songs, my hours of idleness
Stol'n from the busy dnys of cheerless toil
Mid dusty volumes here iy faney halts,
And Reaxon snmx the profits. Reason siiles
{0 soft derision at thye words of Toye, '
And marksany pages: with disapprobation
But Love gives little hoed to taethods

To mensured words, and nice antitheses,

I <ide with Love s Flate a stinted seope,
Though women are not augels, still 1o muse
i thient ax such, <poars emulation an,
Amdmakes man betrers We may be deceivid,
Aud curse nntuithiulness: set who hefieves
That gold is buse beennze flat brase is sueb ?

1 hold it good to luve ideal forms,

Though to the valgar vye that aree but nortal;
Vor he can never hasely prize his ki,

Who rees in it pertection, snehoas Leg

Makes visible in woman, when i loyes,

UROFD STONES, F.IN.S., N MODERYN
NOIENTIRIC THOUcHT.

The anuouncement that Her Mujesty the
aeen had graciously siguitied to the Victoria
cPhilosophieals Institute of London her consent
to recetve the voltmes of it< ** Trausactions,”
gave additional &/uf to a erowided meeting of its
memwbers held on the 15th of January at the
Hall of the Soetety of Arts. The [nstitnte,
founded to investigate all seientific questions,
inclading any said to militate agminst [eligiens
Beliel, announced that nearly 1,000 Home, In-
tian, CUolonial, and American members had now
jomed. Dro Stokes, FOILS, Secretary and
Fellow of the Royal Rociety, and Professor of
Mathematies at Cambridge University, reald the
paper of the evening,  In it he, as « scientitic
man, repudiated the idea, sometiines given ox-
prission to, that the progress of seience wonld
Jisprove the trath of Revelition, adding that
the progress of goivnee constautly showed the
teverse to be the eass, The book of Nevelation
atnd the Pook of Nutare, rightly understood, had
tever vet elashied.  Trath was onlv in danger
frem a want of knowledge, we often had evi-
dence of that, and the progress of accurate
sientific research and its full encourazement
were therefore of the greatest value,  Professor
Stokes then procecded to review the hypothesis
of Durwin, remarking ““ there may, 1 will not
say must, he nothing atheistic in the belief that
areat numbers of species were evolved under the
operation of laws known or coneceivable from
sone preceding condition of a simpler chamcter
in case,” he abded, with marked emphasis, “we
should find reasonible scientinie evidencs in fa-
vour of an atlinmative answer™; but the entire
tenor of hie paper went to demonstrate thatvuch
evidernce was not at present fortheoming,  Ater
showing from the principles of vision that
“usefal ends are brought abont by means,” he
went of to argie, -

“We should expeet & priori that, as the wis-
dem of the designing mind must be immeasura-
Biy above our own, so coutrivanz: should s a
rale extend far beyond what we cantrace, We
sheubl expoet, therefore, oa paecln 1heistie
greicads, that the dectrine of evolution, assumed
e trial, would b o uselul und ordinarily trost.
worthy gitide in our seientifie researches; that
is, might often enable s to go back one step
atel eaplain how snch or sueh a result was
bronzht by nataral laws from auch or such an
anteror comdition, and so might lead ns to ex-
tewd our knoawledge of the operation of uatural
vattsex. Bat this s « very ditferent thing from
asstmming it as an axiom, the application ol
which 1y be extendedatep by step tmdetinitely
backwards”

As for Mr. Darwin's theory of ancestiad deri.
vation and survival of the fttest,'” De Stokes
sud-bit owas one which “from dis nuture cau
hasdly, # atall, be wade @ subject of experd-
wental tuvestigation, or even of observation ia
the teconds of the just,” and, the
*rest mainly vn the estimate whivh may be
toarted of ity own [-mlnl'lhl_\'," “Lhungh doubt.
* Professor Stokes added, ©an underlying
Peeitng that the phenomenon was in some way
e pdieable by natural canses has contributed not
anithe towards tis propagation.” Stll the most
e coudd say on behali of Darwinism was that
1 ss s ** Biighly fngenioas as an hypothesis,™ ¢l
tiank," he adied, o large number of se:entitie
wen would wlmit that it s very far indeed from
Letag wlmissible to the rank of a well-estab-
Lishied theory, ™ and though “ true possibly, as
woeonnting for permanent or sub-permanent dif-
terenees between oflc 4 forms, yet not coneeive.
ably hrdging over the great gulf which separates
tessiote tony of 1e' fthose who have read Pro-
fes=or Nichalson's ** University Teat-baok on
Paseontology™ will pecognize this as hiy tinal
opinion alsoj.

Professor Stokes teferring to the guestion of
the erention of man, said,—* 1o the account ot
the ereation i1 1= distinetly stated that man was
separately eveatind, *in the fmage of Gol,” what-
ever that way imply.  Nor is thisa point
which, by a wide Jeense ot inlq-,rpn-t:\liuuh we
might sav the Ianguage was merely fighrative
tht we can allord w understamd a0, for that
Neriptine was not given us to teach us Scivnee.
Our whole idews respeetiog the natuere of stu and
s character of God, ave, us it seems to e, pro-
foundly attocted acvording as we take the state-
ment of Seriptive stratghtforwardly, which im-
plivs that man was ,vr--:zlml with special powers
awd privileges, and {n astate of innocence from
whirh he foll, or it we suppose that man cawe to

Teas,”

be what he is by degrees, by o vast number of
infinitesimal variations from some lower animal,
accompanied by a correspondingly continnous
variation in his mental and moral condition.
On this latter supposition, God was made to be
responsible for his present moral condition,
which is but the natural outgrowth of the mode
of kis creation. As regards to the lower ani-
mals, little change would apparently be made
from & theologieal point of view, if we were to
interpret as figurative the language which seems
to assert a suecession of’ creative acts,  But the
ereation of man and his condition at ereation
are not confined to the account given in Genesis,
They are dwelt on at length, in connection with
the scheme of redemption by St. Paul, and are
mure bristly referred 1o by our Lord Himself in
connection with the institution of marriage.”

As aguinst these statements ‘“gn express, so
closely bound up with man’s highest aspira-
tions,” we have nothing more to adduce on the
side of science, savs ['rofessor Stokes, ¢ than a
hupothesis of comtinnous transmutation incapa-
ble of experimental investigation, and making
sieh demands upon our imagination as to stagger
at Iast the initinted.”

A modified theory of Darwinism, as applied
to the creation of man, was thus dealt witn: -

““Souse huve endeavoured to combine the
statements of Scripture with a modified hypo-
thesis of continuous transmutdion, by snppos-
ing that ata certain epoch in the world's history
mental and moral powers were confirmed by
divine interposition on some animal that had
been gradually modified in its bodily structure
by natarad causes till it tosk the form of man.
As special tuterpnsition and special creation are
here reeognized, T do not see that religion has
auything to Jose by the adoption of this hype-
thesis, but neither do | see that science has any-
thing to gain.  Onee admit special divine inter-
position, and science has come to the end of her
tether.  Those who find the idea helptul can
adopt it § but for my vwn part this combination
of the natural and the supernatural seems some-
what grotesque, and | prefer resting in the
statement of a special creation.”

A discussion ensued in which many Fellows
of the Roval Society took part, including Sir J.
Risdon Beanett, vice-president of the Royal
Society, Sir 1. Fayrer, K.(.8.1,, Professor Lionel
Beale, Mr, J, . Howard, Dr. John Rae, and
others.

Several applications to join the institute were
received,

SOME NITS 38 THE PAST.

A confession frankly made by Sir Samuel
(jarth, physician to George I, and a member of
the Kit-Kat Clal, has been preserved 1 perhaps
the truth it reveals is as conspicuvus as its
humor.  Garth, comiug to the elub one night,
declared he must soon be gone, having many
patients to attend ; but, some good wine being
prodused, he forgot them. Sir Lichard Steele
was of the party; and, reminding him of the
visits he hal to pay, Garth immediately pulled
out his list, which amounted to fifteen, and
said, ** It's no great matter whether 1 see them
to-nizht or not; for nine of them have such bad
eoustitutions that all the physicians in the
world can’t save them ; and the other six have
such good constitutions that all the physicians
in the world can’t kill them.”

Attorneys have ever been fair game for « joke,
and Foote certainly made the most of thewm.
One day, a simple farmer who had just buried a
rich relation, an attorney, was complaining of
the great expense of a funera]l cavaleade iu the
conntry. “*Why, do you bury your attorneys
here 17 Foote asked,  **Yes, to be sure we do ;
how else ™ “0Oh, we never do that in Londou.”
“Nuo 1" said the other, much surprised : ¢ how
do you maxnage ?’ *“ Why, when the patient
happens to die, we lay him out in a room over-
night by himself, lock the door, throw open the
sash, and in the morning he is entirely off.”
“ludeed 17 said the other, with amazement
‘what beeomes of him 7 “Why, that we ex-
actly vannot tell: all we know is there’s a
strong smell of brimstone in the voom the next
morning."” .

Swift had some whimsical contrivauces to
punish bis servauts for disobedience ot orders.
The hiring ot his maidservants he left 1o his
housekeeper, and, thut torm bemng over, he ac-
quainted therm that he had but two comwmands
to give thom-~one, to shut the Jdoor whenever
they came into a roow : the other, to shut the
door atter them whenever they went out of a
room. One of these mandservants requested
permission of the dean 1o go to her sister's wed-
ding, which was to take place at about ten miles
troty Dabhin, Swift not only couseuted, but
lent the servaat one of his horses, and direeted
that a manservant shoald ride before her, Tae
wand, in her joy at this favor, forgoet to shut
the doeor whon she left the Dean’s room. In
about a guarter of an hour after she had left the
house the deun ordered a servant to saddle
another horse, overtake the maid and her escort,
and oblige them to return howmediately. Tius
was done, aud the girl came into the dean’s
presence with the most mortified couuntenance,
and begged to know his honor’s commuauds.
*Only to shut the door after you,” was the
reply.  But not to carry the punishment too
far, he then permitted the maid to resume her
journey,

e night Garrick and Foote were about to
leave the Bedford together, when the Intter, on
paying their bill, dropped a gninea ; amd not
fimling it at onee, said, * Where on earth enn

it be gone tof “Gone to the devil, 1 think,"”

rejoined Garrick,who hud assisted in the search.
“ Well said, David,”” was Foote's reply ; “let
you alone for making a guinea go farther than
anybody else.”’

Foote having dined at Merchant Taylors’
Hall, be was so well pleased with the eatertain.
ment that he sat till most of the company had
left the table. At length rising, he said, ““Gent.
lemen, I wish you both a very good night.”
“Both I exclaimed one of the company ; “why,
you must be drunk, Foote; here are twenty of
us.'’  “f have heen counting you, and there are
Jjust eighteen ; and as nine tailors make a man,
I am right. 1 wish you both a very good-
night "

A nobleman of questionable veracity told
Lord Chestertield one Jday that he had drunk
six bottles of champagune. ¢ That is more than
I ean swallow,” remarked his lordship.

A young person, being hardly pressed to sivg
in a company where Colman formed one of the
party, solemnnly assured them that he could not
sing; and at last said rather hastily, *‘that
they wished to make a butt of him.” ), no,”
said Colman ; “my good sir, we only want to
get a stave out of you.”

Colman aud Bannister were dining one day
with Lord Erskine, the ex-chancellor, who, in
the course of conversation on rural affairs,
boasted that Iie kept on his pasture-land nearly
a thousand sheep. ‘1 perceive, then,” said
Colman, *“.your lordship has still an eye to the
Woolsack,”

George Selwyn’s morbid passion for public
executions and similar horrors became notorious,
He paida visit to Lord Holland while the latter
was on his death-bed.  When his lordship was
told that Mr. Selwyn had called, he siid:
“Should he come azain, please to show him
up. I 1 ani alive | shall be happy to see him ;
It T am dead, he will be happy to see me.”

Some ladies were bautering Selwyn on his
want of foeling in going to see Lord Lovat's
heads cut off. ““Why,"” said he, ““I made amends
by going o the undertaker’s to sce it sewn on
aguin.”

Satire is reckoned the easiest of all wit ; but T
take it to be otherwise in very bald times ; for it
is as hard to satirize well a man of distinguished
vices as to praise well a man of distingnished
virtues. It is vasy enough to de either to people
of moderate characters.

The common lluency of speech in many men
and most women is owing to a scarcity of mat.
ter anid a scarcity of words ; for whoever is a mas-
ter of language, and has a mind full of ideas,
will be apt, when speaking, to hesitate in the
choice of both ; whereas common sprakers have
only one set of ideas aml one set of words to
clothe them in, aud these are always at the
mouth ; as people come faster out of a church
when it is almost empty than when a crowd is
at the door.

0Old men and comets have been reverenced for
the same reason—their long beards, and pre-
tences to foretell events,

It is with men as with beauties—if they pass
the flower they lie neglected forever.

Dr. Younyz relates: “I'll send vou my bill of
fare,” said Lord B, when trying to persuade
Dr. Swift to dine with him. “Send me your
biil of company.” ¥ift’s answer to him.

Swifr, in the Ewwvaincr, defends aristocracy
oun its true grounds, but with a fierceness quite
cqual to his brilliant wit. A pearl,” says he,
writing of the positions from which great men
have come, **halds its value though it be found
on a dunghill; only that is not the most pro-
bable place to look forit.”

Lord Palme:rston, during his last attack of the
gout, exclaimed playfully to his medical adviser,
*f Die, my dear doctor? That’s the last thing 1
thiok of doing.”

One warm summer night, at the Hay-market,
Foote had put up Garrick’s ‘“Lytag Valet,"”
when the little manager ealled in at the green.
room, and with self-sarisfaction said, ¢ Well)
Sam, s0 vou are taking up, | see, with my
farces after all.” ““Why, vyes, David,” was
Foote's reply; ¢ What coubl I do better? |
wust have some ventilator this intolerable hot
wenther.'

Lard Chestertield, whin Lord-Lieatenaunt of
Ireland, being asked one day whom he thought
the greatest mau in the country, replied, ¢ The
last man who has arrived from Fagland, be he
who he may.”

A story is told of Swift's commanding S weet-
hieart,” as be ealled his cookmaid Mary, to carey
down a joint of meat, amldo it less: and on her
alleging that was impossible, his grave request
that when in Tuture she chiose to commita tanlt,
hie hoped she would chose one which might be
wmended.

CUSTATE DORE,

The death of this versatile artist, at Puaris, rve-
cently, removes the foremos! character in the
French school of contemparary art.  1ndeed, for
certain elasses of illustrations, Doré stands so
eutirely by himself, that he may be said to form
a school of his own.,  His work is ditlerent in
scope and treatment from anything, by other
artists, ever seen in France.

Doré was by extraction from Alsace, aud was
in his fifty-third year. He dittered inthree im-
portant respects from his leading French cons
temporavies ¢ ho laid great stress on light and
shade { bad but little of the genius of color,
which characterizes the work of the German
Markardt, for example ; and he was a great mor.
alist.  As an iliustrator for wood enwraving, he
was prolitic beyoud all precedent.  Tis illustras
ticns of Biblieal suljects and others similay, are

good specimens of hiy wonderful powers in this
direction.

Doré was the only artist in Paris who chos-
subjects with a moral, as do the German artists.
In the later phases of his genius he has been
called the Hogarth of France. Ameng his most
impressive paintings are such wonderful com-
positions as his ** Martyrs in the Coliseum,”
““Dream of Pilate’s Wife,” *“ Christ Leaving the
Prictorium,” and “‘Christ Entering the Temple,”’
in which are grouped scores of life-sized figures.
The imagination displayed, the massing of
chiureo-ossure, the rush and wmovement of the
multitade, and the moral impressiveness of the
ideas conveyed are indicative of an iminense re-
serve power.

Doré was not only a great artist ; he waq a
broadly educated man. Of course, he loved
music, and understood it. He sang well —arich
baritoue voice ; played on the pianoe, violin,
flute, and guitar. He was a regular opera-goer,
where he was sure to attract attention by his
shabby attire. For it is said that he was the
“*worst dressed man in Paris.”

Doré passed his life in drawing and painting,
sleepinyg, or dancing about with a fiddle in his
hand. Insociety, when he was not napping or
fildling, he was constantly making sketches.
His fertility was prodigious, and on that account
his bruther artists do not look upon him with a
favorable eye. = A statistician has calculated that
Doré’s pictures aund drawings, if laid flat, side by
side, would suffice to cover the railroad track
from Paris to Lyons. He attached no import-
ance to his work, and althongh in business
transactions a wman of singular acuteness, in
private life he wag the most “giving” of artists.

When he was in Switzerland, a few years ago,
he used to give his water colors away right and
left to his neighbors at the table d'hote. It is
told of him that, on one oceasion, an English
lady begged Doré to write his name on a slip of
paper, so that she might possess his illustrious
autograph,

“0h! madame, I will give you something
better thau a mere signature.'’

And, suiting the action to the word, he took
off his black necktie, asked for a bit of flake
powder, mixed it with water, and, with a match,
he painted on the necktie a gay procession of
cupids offering a necktie to a lady, signed it
“Gustave Doré,” and handed it galiautly to his
fair admirer.—Musicl People,

HE WON'T PAY.

*“ [ got that notice this forenoon,” he remark.
ed as he handed the printed slip into one of the
ward windows at the Water Office recently.

“ Y.e-s, I see,” replied the clerk as he handed
it back.

‘[ am notified,” resumed the.citizen, *¢that
the water is to be shut off from my house unless
I pay rates at once.

“Yes, sir.”

¢ 1s this despotic Russia or[ree America 2

¢ [ guess s0,” sighed the clerk as he looked
overa lot of ficures.

*Then you'll shut my water off, will yon "

‘1 presume we will.”

“I don’t believe it! We've been frozen up
for ten davs, and il anybody can fiad auy water
to shut oft they may try it on.”’

‘¢ Frozen, eh ¥

‘* Frozen tight as a crowbar, aud whose faualt
isit? You contract to give me so mush witer
daily or weekly or monthly for so much muoney.
Where's my water to-day 7"

“Theu it’s frozen "

“Frozen? Dudn't I say every water-pip» in
my house was frozen as solid as the Rock wt Gi-
braltar?  And whose fanlt is it ¥

1 see,” murmured the clerk.

“What do you see! Do you sec me going
around the neighborhood borrowing water, or
do you see those frozen pipes. Tae landlord
says he didn't freeze em up !’

“No?”

“And Udida't.”

“That's sa.”"

“Bat the weather did, Am 1 any more re-
sponsible for the weather than you are !t Why
dan't you run your water over a haster in the
winter and take thechill ot ¢

€1 think we will."”

“And now 1 won't pay until I g+t water!
No, sir! I will see vou hung first! Youcun

#oup and di ¢ and pick and turn your ofd rods .

around, but yon ean’t scare me into payving!”

1 know 1t,” was the brisk answer.

“You may advise me to light a candle and
crawl under the house and kuock the tap of my
head off against the joists, but | wou'tda it!
You may advise hot bricks, but I'd like to see
wyselt holding  bricks against the cold pipes to
please anybody 1 Warm rags will sometimes do
the business, but am 1 going to haut all over
Detroit for rags and burn hatf a ton of coal to
warm ’em 7

¢ No,”" softly said the clerk.

“ Aud don’t you forg-t that you are a servant
of the public, either!”

¢ Never !

“ And as [ said before, shut ol an-l be hanged
tovou!"

* Yes."

“and 1 owill move!”

* You will.”

S And you may sie for the amoint and 1 will
tight you to th» highest court 1n the universe !
This monopoly can’t bint me for x cent !”

“ That's s0,” was the calm reply, and the eiti-
zen walked out as stiflly as if his legs had been
drilled for water-pipes and there had teen a
Treoze-up.”




