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THE WEEK.

THE icnorance of art critics, or rather of
the mulitude of unlearned whoe ape the
title, is matter of marvel the world over.
But Cauadian newspapers have we should
suppose a monopoly of this kind of thing,
which we clip from a leading journal of
the Maritime Provinces:  Mr, M— in
these studies has adopted the modern
English style of water rolour work, which
employs mixtures of white paint to express
what was formerly and tediously produced
by working aroumd the whife erfuce
backyround,  In this way, though much
care in the mixing of the paints is requir-
ed, a skilful wielder of the brush may
avoid the hanl stiff edges and furrows of
paint formed by the mapidly dryving colors,
which detract so much from the smooth-
ness and finish of watsr colonr sk tehinge”
Comment upon such absolute rubbish is
impossible.  We can only gusp feebly
befure the audacity of the wan who can
sit down and talk in this way without, as
we may believe, intending (o pose ws a
satirist, or pructising for admission to a
lunatic asylum. But our critie i+ not con-
tent even with the above need of praize
to Mr. M——, who, if he be really an
artist, must exclaim with many others,
“ Save me from my friends " Some of
his water color sketches,” he cries exult-
ingly, “might well be taken for oil, se
smoothly have the gradations of distsnce
and light tints been brought out What
would the Institute of Painters in Water
Colors say to this, think you? After all
the years spent in bringing water color
painting to the perfection which it has
attained to-day, the highest praise which
our Canadian critic can afford a votary of
the art is to say that his work “ might al.
most be taken for oil.”

ALy this i3 no less serious than laugh-
able. When will Canadian journals learn
to employ none but compstent erities in
all branches of art, orif they cannot afford
the services of such men, to hold their
tongues on subjects with which they have
no acquaintance. Here in this city of
ours, which is daily growing, in spite of
the papers, to a knowledge«. what is good
in Art—in painting, in music, in the drama
—here in spite of the enlightenment of
the public, the critics still wallow in ig-
norance far behind thoss whom they pro-

- fess to lead. Wecan counton the fingers
of one hand the newspaper critics with
even an elementary knowledge of the sub-
jects on which they write, while it would

take a calculating machine to reckon up

the articles of the atyle of our specimen,
which appear even in our leading dailies.
1t is this sort of thing which as much, or
more, than any other drags us back, ar-
tistically speaking, in Canada. It is the
skid upon the wheel of Art progress, which
counteracts the efforts of true Art criti-
cism and true Art work the country over.
Art is in & critical position to-day in
Canada. W are striving after the light,
and we look to the press to hold it to us.
Woe to those who substitute for the lamp
of learning and culture the ignis fatuus of
ignorance and conceit.

Axp while we are on the subject, here
is a gem worth recording, as embodying a
comprehensive criticism in the choicest
flowers of diction. This of the frontis-
piece of a popular periodical: “ It is
really exquisite.  There is a combination
of life in its full vitality and its profound
repose.” W are prepared to offer a hand-
some prize to any of our readers who will
send us the solution of this before the first
of January next. Communications to be
addressed to the Puzzle Editor, and no
translation ‘o occupy more than two pages
of foolseap. Write on one side of the
paper only.

Tue stago his been put to various uses
io its day, but the ingenious idea of util-
izing & theatrical performance as an alter-
native for a night's lodging appears to
have first occurred to the Mayor of Swan-
sea on the occasion of the Prince of Wales’
recent visit to that town. The number of
visitors te witness the opening of the
docks was so great that s large number
were unable to find accommodation for
the night, and would have been left out
in the cold but for the ingenious idea of
the Mayor, who, after the usual perform-
ance at the theatre was over royally onder-
ed s second to go on all night, in onler to
provide shelter for the unhappy waifs.
The idea was at least original, and strik-
ingly successful.

Tue * Grand Duchess of Gerolstein,”
alias Mdlle. Hortense Schneider has not
it seemis obtained the full terms of her
marriage contract. M. le Comte de

jionue, so called, is neither a count, nor
even, it would seem, a da. The Henri TV,
is down upon him in common with a host
of ather bearers of titles te which they
have 1o claim.  This journal has of late
devoted itsulf to the very desirable task of
unmasking all such titled impostors, and /v

it M. le Comte is one of the fimt to full.

Poor Hortense ! We can only hope that
M. Bionne may prove an exemplaty hus-
band in other ruapects,

ExGLisn sportsmen are beginning to cry
out against the unsportsmanlike practice
of making large presents to jockeys, which
has been brought into fashion by a pro-
minent American plunger. The inference
of course is that some return is wade in
the way of information to which he has
no right. In any case the practice of
“tipping” other people’s servants is ob-
Jectionable in principle, and, in the case of
the turf, most dangerous in practice,

Ix spite of the theory which bas been
lately promuigated that Cambridge ia
growing in numbers at the expense of the
sister university, the October returns of
matriculation at Oxford show a large in-
crease upon last year. The total number
admitted, as given in the World, was 515,
against 169 last year, while tho returns
were pot quite full, though the omissions
were unimportant.

New Yong is awakening to the fact
that the lager supplied to her thirsty citi-
zens is not all that it shoutd be. Without
meddling at all with temperance matters
we may consistently argue that good beer
is suporior to bad, and prefer the beer
made in St. Louis or Cincinatli to that
which is supplied to patrons of the popu-
lar beverage in New York, And now the

murdor is out, The revenue officers have
unfathomed the mystery. Thoy find there
is scarcely any honest beer made in Now
York. On overhauling the books of the
principal brewers, it was discovered that
tho materials used wore glucose, grape-
sugar, rice-spirit and corn, but very little
malt was employed. This stuff’ is forti-
fied by some powerful drug which chemis-
try cannot detect, as it fails in its analysis
of vegetable poisons. In Germany, New
York lager would be promptly seized by
the polico and poured into the guttor.

This question of adulteration of in-
toxicating drinks is one over which the
fiercest war will have to bo waged before
the so-called temporance question is deci-
ded. If non-bstaining societies would
set themselves in the first instance to war
against the poisons introduced iute the
liquor trade they would do far more ser
vice than by unreasoning opposition to the
use of liquor good and bad.  The effect of
the prohibition of the liquor traflic in
sovernl of the States has been to produce
s large increase of adulteration.  llers, in
Canada, much of the liquor sold is absolute
poison. Such horrible ingredients as lye
even are introduced to give n * hite” to
well watered alcohol.  Whiskey por ae
may or may ot bo a desirable beverase,
but Ive and water is a deadly poison. For
ourselves we believe in encouraging the
sale of malt liquors, placing a prohibition
duty upou alcohol, and msking adulters
tion & felony in law.

Wirtan  Archbishop McHale a historic
pame has passed away. In his ninety.
second year the ableat and most respected
of the Irish prelates has gone to his rest
in the fulness of agesnd honors.  He was
a boy when Humbert landed at Killals
and the Irish of the west flocked w his
standard, among them perthaps seme of
his own relatives. He was a student
when Robert Emmet swung from the
acaffold, but he was a man full of vigor
and intellect when he assisted O'Connelt
t~ gain emaxncipation, and carned from him
the title of the Lion of the Fold of Judah.
The late Archbishop was one of the few
Irish acholars of the century and won
for himself a place o Hterature as well as
history, as the translator of Moure's Irisk
melodies, as well as the author of an Irish
dictionary and an Irish pgramaar, THis
loss will be deeply felt, and his memory
will ciaim the respect of all men and the
gratitude above all of his fellow cuuntey.
men,

THE MONTREAL ENZINEERS,

Our illustration representa a few tnebibents in
connection with the annnal inspecting on St
Helen's Island, last September,  As very hittle
is known about this {)muvh of the Canadisg
Mil tia, it may be as well o give a briel deserige
tion of the existing corps. There are now
virtuaily only four engineer companies in the
Dominion stationad at Montreal, Nt, Johu, N.RB
Brighion, and Charlotietawn, N.§., mspect.
ively ; the late Toroutn company nuder eowm-
mand of Lient.Col. Scoble having been disbanideld
at that officer’s resignation in August 'ast owing
to the lack of encouragement given by the Goe-
ernment to his corps, and to the engineer force
in geneml. The Toronto Compsny, or 2a0d
District Engineers ha:l baen in existence sitico
1572, and by the strenuous exertions of jtx Col.
onel had year by year added to, and improved
its equipment, until at the date of its dishand.
ment it held the position of hext egquipped and
organized Company in Canada, and its lms will
be keenly felt on that account. The Brighton
{N.3.) Company we believe have paseed a very
creditable inspection this year, the Inspecting
Officer having expreased himsell highly pleased
with their efficiency. The 8t. Johin and Char.
lottetown Corps have yet to commence. the
rudimenits of military engineering.

The Montreal Company dates itx existonce
from December 1861, and ix theiefiore, the senior
company, and has seen active service on two occa-
sions, having taken parciu the repulse of hoth the
Fenian raids of '868 and ’70, in both of which it
rendered valuable service aa an engineer cotpm,

The Commanding Officer Major Kenvedy has
been connected with the Company sinee its
organization, and is one of the oldest volunteer
Ofticers in Montreal holding his present rank.
It is to his energy and parseverance thut the
Company is in existence at the prexent day.

The following is a short roport of their juspee-
tion .

The Montreal Engineers assembled in their

Armory on Saturday morning the 3rd of Sep. !

tember, under Command of Major Kennedy, and

proceoded to St. Holen's

o
Inla
sunual inspoction was held in lf,.;}u :1!:.::? th
The moruing on the Island way ’peultoop .
completing the oxtensiva preparations whi x‘n
had bean wmade for soveral months pa our
fHustration represonting the ditferent llo'l 9]11 i
At half-past two, Mnjor Walker Ii. k£ orutln'
R. M. C, Kingeton, who was the hl!:pocti m,
Officer arrived on the Island accompanied ;lé’
Lieut-Col Strawbenzie D. A. G, "The usu'nl i)
fautry movements haviug been performed t}n.x
corps paraded on their working ground iu'“,lL
dress unifonin, where the Sergennts were m.'.
tioned on the coustruction and stability ¢ uﬂ:
double-lock bridge, which had been 'lhmwl;
across the miont at the old barracks, u distance
of somo sixty feet. The bridge as constrneted
had the appearance of a Jdurable military stryq.
ture, the strength of which was tested by the
men marching over it ; o high but well
compliment being paid by one of the
Oflicers remarking that in his opinion
beat piece of military engineering he had seey, in
the Dominion. In our sketeh wo show the carly
stages of its coustruction. y
The men were severely questioned ou e
different earthworks thrown up, a few of whiel,
wo have sketehed, such as the shelter trenaho,
aml double sap, the answers to which were yery
ereditable, showing a fair etficieney from i,
sppers. The fascines, gabions and other beygad,.
woad were inspeeted and R satisfactory kpow.
ledge shown of their construction. A [T
piering squald were put through the exercis o
the river’s hank, and two barrelpiers fopued
which were laxhed together to make o rafy, u,»»;
mover bridging. This is the conter sketel of ayp
Hlustration.  Tracmg o four gun batten and
sigualling two messages at aditanes of o
two hundred yards brought the Tospection 1
clisr when M.i}ur Wilher addreasd the ten
stating plainly he was much pleassd at vhop
efliciency.

‘\l("wrv‘Ad
lll:\[nzcuhx
1t wag thy,
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O front i this wrek s ectipied by ot
bewutiful hvm[i of Dorothea by Prank g
which may well take (19 plae atmong the
of beanty which we have presented ey Foaory
during the year

Vacorsariow v Jersey Crive Cangpad ge
vacoinaling meete withlo oppastiiong i :.ﬁ.x‘
continent than abroad, The people juoaay iy
alike, have had somsuy oppertuntie. for x
nessing  the  preveative Jaboss of Siate ot
Mupcipal Boards of Health, that of vacemanay
wers ot {orend upan the dwellers o podnr.
an:d tenetuents theen would bea lowler

SR

favor of the samitary precantion than Qep o,

ever heard by peasan of ity enforenent,
Eugland and Gernuany the vaeetoation fas heoo
wagedas Binthy as the vivisection selome, and o
hotme we find an dsolated cases an 1398 RS TINE PO
an the part of parents 1o periast the varinae,
af their cluldeen, Bot st may be aabd shas 00
wreal mass of pootr prople atd thove whose ey
cilm and moddes of B remder thew peeulin
stisorplible to contagious disexses anbanit w
ruu\‘riy gl gewee 2o the Hoealth Tusgw:
aveet and vacctae.

Druring the poes Sunimer and Fadl theee 1
beerp w parevadens o o svimatie disonders on Nos
Yirk sud nendhboring ciics, ated o net ne
Wilie SO of cuanpriseay
nught have termnated jnoan » : jnadi-
pox has fenvel gpauny vietims o New Yord and
Jernew City, wihde cearien fover, diphehong snd
typhord pardaosois bave been anarked teatur
of a low santary Aoudition in e o
Newark during the nteowdy bot we
the drought thar suevead-d. Wuhogt
thto the question of the right of 4 site to o
vaccination, 1t may b asamed that the - oo
of canpatlsion as w method of canilasy paes
bas confined contasions dizeasis within
that our heatth officers enuld readily
I, with its very vomplex popalation, and th
hundreds of thousinds of  strangers passing
through or stopping aver in the vty congalsion
bas saved Tereey trem an epblomie, the masos
will be satisted ; and they will adso be willing
leave the nedies legal phase ol the subject to
the consideration of those who am zeldum ex.
peted W the dangers of low sanitation.

NpEE Teealtne s
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Wi continae out illusteations of Queber o
1791 The one given this week i3 engravel
from the photograph of an old steel engraving of
that date, aud represents the view at the Bis
hop’s palace looking up the hill, the ohresve of
that of the same bmlding given in & rooent
nuiber.

Fatls oF iy Muiok.~The Tourist s in
Scotlsnd just now, ax well as in many other
countries, Toving ahout in search of that whole-
wome refreshment, for mind and body, which
comes of free and leisarely travelling, in fine
weathnr, throngh scenes of natural or historieal
interest, Deeside, in Abendcenshire, the Queen's
favourite Autamn eesidence, will b sure, as
usnal to attract many visitorsduoring this season.
The loeal head.quarters, it is well known, are1n
the convenient little town of Hallater, little
miore than forty miles from Aberdecn by milway,
and vight miles below her Majosty's Highland
mansion, Balmorml Castle.  Haorve iy the entrance
to Glen Maick, a romantic valley traversed by
the Linn or small river bearing that name, which
descends from the luck of the mountain called
Lochinagar, colebrated by some verses of By-
ron's ; the post having, in his boyhood, poased
gome months at the Emn-hmm» ol Ballatrich,

four miles from Ballater. Tho Linn of Muick,
with the Loch of Munick in its upper cours: and



