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MADAME BLAVATSKY.
It was witi a feeling ai' intense cuiosity, sud

mare than ordinary pleasure, tiat we staod at
the door ai 'Mme. Blavatsky's residence in New
York~, sud swaited ail answer taounr ring, It
soon came, sud iin an odmi way, for the door nvas
uulaeked by lie visible hand, sud for a seccond
wc did not realize tiat it was donc by eleetricity.
Asceudiug ta thc second fluor, we were îishered
inta a tiuy reception rout, wherc Col. Hemry S.
Ocott, tie presîteutoai'tic Theaso phicai society,
greeted us withî cardiality. We inqîiired if
madame was visible, sud lie sent s servant ta
ilîquire, wia returued with a prompt and dcci-
sive answer, " No." Wc had arrived at a vcmy
unfavorable heur, it ieing in tic mnaning, sud
were inform@d tîat it wass lmost ai imposai-
bility tu gain access ta madsnre's preseuce lu the
da. Convemsiug, liowever, with Col. Olcatt,
wiile lie o;mied bis eggs sud took bis coffe-e for
breakfast, we questioned hlm regarding the aims
sud abjects ai' tus society, which is becnuîing se
well known, su muci discussed, s0 well grouuded
ami the basis ai' 2ultured sud honorable men
simd wamen as members, sind reccivcd for reply,
lu substanmce, tic following:

The abject ai' Theosophy is individuah cultiva-
tien in tIc science aud mysteries whih madame
lias given lu a measure ta tic warld timougli ler
book '« Isis Unveiled," It la ta imitiate some
cliaseit unes into tic kuawledge of timase secrets
tviiclm are liguier anmd limer than anything uow
tangit, and, whici are ta cventuallv lift ecd
memuber ta thie power and position ai' au adept.
"lun religion," lie ssi, -wc vork ta break down
aid dagimmas aud carpuiig theohugies, whetier
Ciristisu, Braiianie, Budmîlhigtie, Jewisl,
Mohasmmedan or athers, sud ta teagi tlie unde-
filed religriomîs piosophy whici prev',iled befare
even tic Vedas wcre %%ritten. mad whicli fur-
nishes tic grains of whîeat lu every mauntain
ai' chaf tiat lias been piled upimi any nation
sud lahelcd withm tic names shove euumemated.

Iu thie stite we wislî ta spead iigli nations ai'
lionor, patriatism, responsibility, ammd that inter-
national exhiamîge ai' caurtesy based upan the
Golden Rule, wiciil would make a brother/mood
of linm.asbi,passible. Iu ticeimdividual we
would purge away tic vicions taste, tic gra.
veliug, sersnait.y, the umemuît sardidmîess, tic pet.
tiuess ai' aim, tic obtusemess as ta civil, social
sud mural obligationis, which cverywîem- prevail
under te patronage of tic churcl. This 18 a
wide field, mid were aur laborers an hundrei
times mare numeramîs it canld not be cavercd at
once. We are imtunureasonable or optimistie.
Wc are quite content witi tic ate ai' aur pro-
gress up ta this timîe, sud siah aaId ta aur ral
ai' Fehiows from timîme ta time as thîey offer them-
selves (for we salicit ia oue), if tic-y prove ta be
in syumpmthy witli aur wark, sud mre willing ta
ielp us in tiese projects. Amîd, flrst ofai'ah, wc
who lead tic mavememît meaîm ta set an example
ai' correct livinîg and dealiug whicli wili mt least
win tic respect ai' the cammunit. " Wc pre-
anme tiat thase whmu become meimers are bonnd
by the mast solciiioaiti are iviiiated I y tic
most fearfimi amoi nyteriýus ciereiuoiies?'
wc rcmam'ked inquirimiigiy. " The piedge we ex-
set," eplied thc colonel, 'lis that noue wio
juin ut shah m(Ioanmmythimmg ta retard, by word or
deed, nnr pragmess. We are quite wiling ta leave
your awmm conscience ta be theic oamîtor. We
bind mcmnii ers 1)'v noa ati whatever, saving ticir
word i' ofîmr, ta kfeju striretiy seoret tiose
matters camifidemi ta themmi whici slmomld, in tic
opinionm ai'tiîeir aupeiars, ime kcpt sacmcdly
private !" "«Bitt yuubave ules, hy-laws, offleers,
etc., In youneimt ?" "'Certainly!1 Its oficers are
a president, two vice-i reside ilts, a corrcspouding
seeretmmy, a ecading seeretary, a treasurer, s
librarian sud conucillurs. At flrst it was su
open bodiy, but later it 'vas reorganized au tic
princilule ai' secrecy. experiemîce lisving demon-
strated the advisability aof sncba change." "«But
what arme tic benefits ta be deived front suci s
membership? Can ahi members hecome 'sdepts?'"
«'By muaemcaîîs! Ta be amlnitted inta tic iigliest
degree, ai' tic fimt section, tic Tleosapbist must
bave becumne freed of evcmy leaiig taward any
une form oai religion lu prefercîîce ta anather.
He must be free from aIl exacting obligations ta
saciety, palities, sud family. He must be ready
ta lay down ils life, if mecessary, for tic good ai'
bnmanity sud ofai'sbrotlier lèllow ai' wlat-
ever race, color or ostensible creed. 1He must

enounce wine simd evemy athier descriptioni ai
$ ntaxicating bevemmges, anti mdoît a life ai' strict
cliastity. Tiose wlio have imt yet wiolly dis-
cnthraled thimmslves fmam religions prejudices
sud ather foerassai' seifislmuess, but bave made s

Europe. It was only this marniug, also, that
we had from Bombay full permission ta anaunce
aur society as the American brandi ai' the Ayra
Srjmjaýi' India. This is a great arganizatian,
founded by one of the holiest and most iearued
mien ai' aur age, the Pnndit l)yamuuid Surs'vati.
His preacbiug and teachiug ofai'acieut Vedic
phiiasopliy aud ethics have created a profound
sensation, Thraughout the Indian peuinsula
among the natives. He preaches azainst castes,
idalatry and superstitions observances ai' al
kiuds. Many ai' the latter, origiualiy devised
by the priesthood ta incresse their pawer sud
emolument, have become accepted as ai' divine
autharity, aiter many centuries. Among these
are suttee (widow burning), sittiug dliurna (s
creditor deliberately starviug himself ta death at
tic door ai' lis debtor), sud others, for whicli the
Vedas cantain no antliority.

" What the Pundit teaches is the identicai,
pure, wisdam religian, about which Madame
Blavatsky discourses su learnediy in hiem 'Isis,'
and which was the primieval substratum upon
which not aniy Brahmanism, Bnddhism sud
Zoroastrianism were ut, but which is the es-
sence of Christism when the embroidered sere-
clotbs are uuwrapped fromi its bady.

Il t teacies anc incampreliensible, eternal,
Divine essence, aut ai' whici ail things came,
sud ta which 811 returu, in a meverending series
ai' evointion sud involitiai-' Days sud Niglits
ai' Brahma.'" "The correspandence for your
saciety mnust be enornions ; who (lues it, pray 2"
"Madame. She writes fine lag asmndi rîls

three more. She converses fluently sud daily
witli ber varions friends utr at teast five. Yon
may bear them -ny eveuing at lier littie reeep-
tions-but madame lias concluded ta see you."
Tic colonel said this without hiaving moved
from bis chair; no anc hiad entered the raam,
the door was shut; there was no visible means
by whicli lie could have received this communi-
cation ai' madame's pleasure. We were deiighted
as well as astanished, and only waited -ta ask
one question befare entering lier palorr " There
are s0 nany rumors regarding madame, colonel,
that aoie is almost driven ta desperation in tryi
ta select whieb is most probable. Caniyau teli
us liow aid she is? We have heard that site is
thirty, eiglity, an liundrcd ; that hier conttenance
is so changeable that at aoîe ma)ment she seems
s yaung girl, at another she seems ami nid lady.
But the general tcudeucy is ta beliet in lier great
age !" Il Perliaps my sister will tel you,"
lsughcd the colonel, as lie gave the reluisite
intraductions ta thate stimable 1ldy sud two or
tliree chldren, wlio were entering.

IlWill von not saY how aid you think madame
ta be 1" I thiuk it would be utterly imupas.
sible ta detemmine ; lier age seems ta mue as
mysteriaus as lier character, for al I have
kuown lier so long sud so iutimately. liideed,
aithoungli 1 ive in the same hanse witli them,"
she added, "suad see madame at auy time-, there
are some suhjects on which she is as non-com-
mittal as the Sphinx ! " " Whst is your iiiiazi-
nation ai' hem persan .2" inqnired the lady. " We
have thonglirsite might h>e taîl, with a tlick,
compact figure, cold grey eyes, s broad f'ace, a
higli foreliead snd liglit hair." "1 dtectare,"
exclsimed Col. Olcott, "yau must be a clair-
voyant! Thui is a very fair description." Ma-
dame was seated in hiem littie work-roomn sd
parlor, ail in one, sud we may add, lier curiasity
shop as well, for neyer was apartment more
cmmmmed witi add, elegaut, aid, besutiful, costly
sud appsrently worthless tluimgs t han this. She
liad cigarette in montli sud scissors ini han 1,
sud was liard at work elipping pamagaplis,
articles, items, clticisms sud other matter fromu
lieaps af journals from ail parts. of the world,
mlatiug ta lierseif, ta hiem book, ta the Thea-
sophicat suciety, toanansd everything, connectedl
with hiem ife, work snd aims. She wsved us ta
a seat, simd whule she inteutly rcad same article,
we had s chance ta observe the walls sud fnrni-
ture ai' this New York Lsnîasery. Directhy iii
the centre stood a stuffed spe, with a white
"dickey " sud uecktie arouud lis tîmoat, matn-
script in paw sud spectacles on nase. Could it
be a mute satire on the clergy 1 Over the door
was the stuffed liead ai' a lioness, with open .jaws
sind tlireateuing aspect, the eyes glariug _it an
almast natural ferocity. A god iii gohd occupied
the centre ai' the mantel-piece ; Chijiese and
Japanese cabinets, fans, pipes, implements sud
rîîgs, law divans sud couches, a large dvsk, s
meclanical bird which sang mismechanicalhy,
albums, scap.books, sud the in evitable cigarette-
bolders, papers sud ashpots, made the louse, ricli
robe in whidh madame was apparelled seini
perfecthlarnmouy with hem surronndiugs. A rare,
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aucestors lived ta be more than une hundred,
sud preserved ail lis faculties. Yon doubt my
ace ? I eau slow you My passports, my docu-
ments, my letters for years back. I eau prove
it by a tliousand things." She began ta talk
witli us in s friendly sud cordial manner, tinc-
tured witli foreigu nonchalance sud piquancy
combiued. We cxplsiued tliat aur crrand was
ta psy aur devoirs ta the author afI'l"Isis
IJuveiled," but aur courteaus speeches were
hushed witli a peremptary command ta take a

ýcigarette, whidh we gladly procecded ta do. The
chat was uaturalhy tunued into tlat channel
which lesds ta, the great ocean ai' the unseen
mystemies, sud we were astonished at thc rapidity
sand fluency ai' lier speech. Hem English is fsr
better thse the ordinary run ai' conversation in
Amemica, liowever, for it is absolutely correct ;
boakish, in fact. Hem accent is not very marked.
She said, 'il eau not get your Englisli. 1 eau
nat pronouince it."

IlWliy, madame," we mep lied, "tlere is
liardly as sholar in New Yorkwlo eau equal
your elegance ai' speech. "

11Yes, yes, 1 know, " she aîswered impatient-
ly, " but your accent I eau mot jget it! "

ilHow do you sa preserve your looks, your
liealth, madame? What magie recipe lave you
ta kcep youm fresiness, aud ail tlese evidences
ai' youtli? Our womnu i'farty, liowever fat
anmd faim, would1 seil their eyes, almoat, for the
knawlcdge ! You must have druuk ai' the fon-
tain ai' perpetual yout ! "

IlThat is what we study for," she replicd,
quietly.

IlWeil, haw long do yau imteud ta live ?" we
added, aughiugly.

"O!if no accident occurs, as long as I
please; thimty, i'orty, or fiity yesrs, pcrhîaps. I
dorm't know ! "-in the înost indifférent mînner,
as if it werc a mcme matter ai' hem goad pics-
sure.

IlIf ail the stories we hear about you are cor-'
rect, you must be the great uîystery ai' the world
youimseli, madame ! Why, do yon kuaw, we
leard thc other day tiat, instead ai' laving su
inimense libmary, as we hsd supposed it wass
absolutely necessry you sliauld have, since van
quate froni at leat s thausand suthors in.twemty
lauguages, you reatly have no library at ail, but
whîeu you desire to-make use ai' a passage, say,
for instance, in some aid Hindua parcdlint,
tiat ail you have ta do is ta wiil it ta appear
befare you, sud there it is, ready ta be copied!1
Tîemi we have heard that it is nat to be donc iu
that way, but tlat you eau send mental tele-
grams ta brother adepts ail over the globe, sud
they give you the desired information in the
same way! Wly, we presume, if auadcpt were
in the planet Venmus, sud you desired lis pre.
scuce by your desk icre, ail you would have to
do would be ta mentslly eaul him, sud bis astral
body wonld csst its shadow on thc flor! "

Madame secmed licartily ta enjoythc speech.
Wc dei'y, however, the kecnest observer ta have
discavemed whctliem we were, as anc miglir say,
Ildriviug the n tiI. home," or mercly amusiîîg
lier, witl aur haif-badimiage. SIc evidcntly dacs
nat wesm hem heart amu hem siceve.

-"Wlitler these umours may be truc or iot,"
she remamked, scrcmîely, aiter s singular littie
amile ta lierseli', Iltîcre is eertainly nathing
supemnatural in auytliiug wc teaci. Thc
womdemi'ul things reeorded in the ' Isis,'
if they wcrc produccd at ail, wcre- pro-
duced according ta the etemnal laws. Lt
is ail natural, ail scetifie. You people do
nat kîîow the laws of your own atinasphere, yonr
own bodies, your own pawers. TIat is ahi
We da. We bave lcarncd tIe mysteries ai' real
wisdamn i'ram those wlio kncw tlem before us.
If you did but liold the kcy you would sec there
is nothiug in aur knowlcdge or aur powcrs but
what is natural sud sccording ta the plani ai'tIe
universe. Tîcre neyer was s miracle, sud neyer
eau be. What are called miracles were not sa.
They wcre produccd by natural laws. Que must
have thc gif t oainfle intelleetual pawers, m:bral

sutyad physical lcsltli ta attain ta thec
ile ytries. Nat &Il wla live arc immor-

tal. ome wl e annihîilated. Their natural
tendeucy is ever dowîîward. It is inevitable.
They eau not go higlier ; they înnst go îower.
Chamîge ai'same kind constanthy takesp lace.
There are two pragressioîm-upward sud dowu-
ward. Those wlio go dowuward in virtue, in
experiemice, iu taste, will be eventually blotted
out sud etumu juta tic clemeuts. Those wlio
live lomgest ou this earth sud ever advance np-
ward will stand the iighest wleu tliey enter tIc
spiritual ife. This is thc prepamstomy sehool.
There hegins action."
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wiii, no character of their own. A poor, miser-
able se.

Glancing at a pile aof letters which the servant
had just brouglit, we exclaimed: " What an
immense correspondence muât be yours, madame!
And in so mauy different languages! Tell us;
what langiaage do you tkink in?"

"In ai anguage of my awn, which is noither
Russian, Frenchi, nor any yau know."

"L t may be in the Pythagorean nuînbers,
who eau teli; or in some dead language em-
played by races who had attained to a civiliza-
tion of which the present phonograph may have
been but the merest commauplace to them.
Who knows but madame may sametime find a
sheet of tin-foil in some future museum af'«'récent
excavation,' which she ivili mun inito hier littie
instrument here and make talk to hier ini the
very language aof lier thaughts? " The colonel
said thiswith the mock solemnity of one very
amusedly in earnest.

Madame laughed. When we write madame
laughied, we feel as if we were saying, laugliter
were present! for aof ail clear, mirthfui, rollicking
laugliter that we ever heard, hers is the very
essence. She seems, indped, the genius of the
mood shie dispisys at ail tiines, sa intense is lier
vitality. As she uow apene 1 lier bag of letters,
we immediateiy felt that this interview must
end. " You wiIl be quite welcoine to corne any
eveniug," she exclaimed, busily tearingo open
envelope after envelope, "sutn no* doubt you
will meet many agreeabiv p--ople. 1 want te
show you my album, also, coutaining portraits
aof many of aur fricnds in India," an d here her
face brightened as a ma n's does wheu lie is far
away from home, and speaks of the dear, beioved
spot. 'II want ta tell you of them, and have
yon meet others who have lived in that grand
country." We accepted the invitation with
pleasure.

[t was the foiiowiug evening, after our intro-
duction ta various people, among whom were no
Ainericans save Cal. Olcott sud ourselves, that
in tdame displayed ta us lier mucli treasured
album containing portraits ai' fareigunimembers
of the Theosophical society. Lt was, indeed,
on, ai' the finest collections aof intellectual, cul-
tured, refined faces, that it had ever been aur
pleasure ta examine. Men and womeu of every
nation were there n3presented. Every type aof
cauntenance, from the veteran Euglish general
ta the Indian philosopher, with lis delicate
features, cleau-cut, expressive counitenance and
wonderfuilly perfect fori. The costutues were
as curions as élegant ; and ini many cases char.
acteristie of the persans who wore them. Here
was a face, filled with self-will, commaud sud
power ; here one poetic, imaginative and
Pasthatic.

"India !" exclaimed madame, turuing the
leaves lovingiy. 'I India !I love it. It is the
country aof my heart, my souil! Born in Russia,
and of Russian parentage, my physical body
may be claimed as of chat country ; but tie land
afi ny adoption, the home ai' my affections and
ambitions, is grand aid ludia, ancient aof days"'
The spsrkle, the enthusiam, of hier mooai was
catching. Conversation was for a moment
liushed. The eloquence of lier intense emation
was felt by every one ta breathe itseli' fram eye,
lip and hand.

The conversation becaming more general, we
were held breathless, listening ta the advontures
and incidents happening ta the narrators, and
which are well warth reproducing. A yaung
English colonel of lier Msjesty's service-regi.
ment in India, wha hiad been there three yeams,
a perfect hercules in stature, and with a i'rsnk
genial countenan ce-detailed thé fallowin g
tricks or phenomena, whichever we choseticc
them : 1'I have seen msny fakirs and juggters
peri'arm inexplicable tricks, but 1 think the best
I ever saw, and the mast incamprehens4ible, was
one which I am told madame pemtèctly describes
in lier book. A juggler in the open air, in the
p rese nce of a dozen of our oflicer.4, ini broad day.
I iglit, and unde, excepting a cloth about bis
loi ns, toak a melan seed which was presented ta
him by one ai' aur number, and digging a littie
liale in the earth with his finger, thrust it in, and
making some passes over it, the seed soan
sprouted and put forth littie leaves. Lt grew aud
grew, adding lesi' aftem leaf, and flowem atter flaw-
er, until the ftowers became fruit, andl the jugglem
hatîded us the melons, snd we eut them up and
ate them, fiuding them very rich and sweet, alI
within the space o ai'lsf au hour."

" Do you mean ta assert that you ate them -
atm' fruit grown lu half an bour 1"

'".I not only assert it, but can prove it by 20
wituess.;Rpq Why, it is not an uneaummonn thincy


