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FENTANISM. AND THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT.

Tug result of the trinds ae Ciavadirgun of the Fenians
accused of violuting American neutrality must, we are
rure. be gratifying to every Canadivn, and o every man
who desires to sce the United States oceupy an honour
able place among the civilized nations of the world., [t
was feaved, and with good reason, too, that the faree of

1866 would have heen repeated 1 that the Unitedd States, |
presumably compromised in U inception of that wicked |

and worthless organization, would have been compelted

to blink its every crime.  But no.  For the first time in a

deeade, the world has seen that the neutrality laws u!'%n morebygrant abize and he aecordinglv-—without strain-

the Ameriean Republic are not a dead letter: that an

American prosecutar, an Aumerican judge, and an Ameeri-

can jury, can do their duty impartinllve.avithont fonr or

favour—in a ease involving internationa) obligations, with
which national prejudices are most intimately Lound up.
Now, though what has been done i no more than justive
of the very barest kind, still we nny be pardoned for po.
joieing that justice has for onee overcome prejudice
that our Republican neighbours huve shewn, in this prate
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of nations, by their impartial infliction of punishment
upon those of their citizens whose conduct had proved
them unworthy the freedom and the responsibility eon-
ferred by popular government.  The men who have been
condernned to penal servitude had previously won military
honeurs under the banner of the Government whose laws
they hud detied by invading Canada s they, therefore,
hopad to b excused for their ragh deed on the ground of
national gratitude. But, as Judge Woodrull well put it,
the very fiuct of their having been soldiers under the Stars
and Stripesnade their vielation of the laws of the country

ing the Eoweawaoded the m aomeasure of punishment that

bearsa elose approximation to the weight of their ottence. !

The prisomers, as most of our readers know, were: tron.

Sturr, Coll Thomip=on, and Capt. Mannix,  The two first

Preceived cach two yeanrs in the State prison at Auburn, and

Thix wu= supplemented with a

Accord-

which, if carried out, can hardly ever hereafter be forgot-
ten. In this no one will deny that Judg. Woodruff has
fully vindicated the honour of his country—even if trading
politicians should sct the rognes at liberty within the next
three months.

In our issue of the 25th May last we said, “were only
“half a dozen of them (the Fenian leaders) put on trial
< and duly punished on conviction, it would do much to re-
~store the feelings of friendship and respect for the Uni-
+ 1ed States, which in this country have been very much
<impaired by the toleration heretofore accorded to the
- Fenian nuisane«”  We must say now, therefore, that
with these characters—Starr, Thompson and Mannix—
already consigned to punishment, and with Gen. ()'Neil

awaiting trial, we are pleased 1o note the very great ad-
Uvance which the United States have made within a tew
- vears in the faithful discharge of the duties imposed by
“international obligations towards their neighbours.
The judge. doubtless, believed |
U that aoinoney line weuld Le no punishment to the often-
suders, beeause their triends would make it up.
tcular case, their right to recognition in the great farmily | ingly he administered o measure of personal chastisement

A
persistent disregard of thes¢ ought to entitle any country
10 the united hostility of every other nation in the civi-
lized world; and if the United States had continued, as
they have done in the past, to harbour and encourage the
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