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ORIG'INA L SIX.

'l'ie ifth ver.,e of tie tiftytirst Psalm, whiei
reads, "' Biehoid, I was siapen i iiquity, and in, si
did ny nother conceive mie," is somnetiies (utoted
'I Behold, I was boni l sin and shapen in iniquity,'
and often used to establish the doctrine of ' originl
sin,"-a weaîpon used 113' the atheist, against Chris

tiiiity, as God i fls judgment t, by nî akiîng tue
innîocenît sotl stiffor for lthe gttilty, hs thîjust.

But the advocates of original sin, in order to iake
it. appear paliative, teîcli titit Goti ast ilistittted
lthe rite ot baptisi. aîid the oiîild soou after birthis
baptized on the faith of its parents, and thereby
frecd frot it.

Now, suppose the parents die before the baptisni
of the child takes place (and this is not an uncom
mon occurrence), on whose faith is the child to hce
baptized ? Wlere is the precept or apostolic ex
ample for sucli a procedurc ? What II to becono
of ail the children who have never been baptized
In ay way ? Thesc nuîst be accoutited for.

Baptisti having been enacted by the Saviotr foi
the remission of the sins of the bhevlieig and re
pentant sinîner (Mark xvi. 16. John iii. 5. Acts il
87,'38, xxii: 16.) the fact is, to iake infant baptism
in any way acceptable and not a meaniitgless rite
the doctrine of original sin las been inistitutted, no
by God but by men.

Ienry Ward Becelier, in adimtistering lte rit
of Iaint sprinkling, recently, said: " Wc do no
perforai this ceremony with any belief that it lia
anuy immediate effect on the child. It is an ordin
auce that lias cone down to is fron a faith that i
our denomination lias ceased to exist. It wa
originally that ordinance by which the old 3'fotie
Chuitreli hoped ta cure original sin whieh ail mtîanî
kind vas thoughît to have inherited fron Adain
There never was such aî sin, and it never did then
any good and nover did themi any harn. We don'
administer it because it was enjoined. We foun
the ordinance and have continued it." This is
frank and catdid statemnent made by but very fe

i Pedo.baptists.
But ta preserve this doctrine of original sin

another position is laid down by a certain cliss o
religionists. It is admitted by these that there i
original sin, but the child is regenrated fron it
sinful state by the Spirit. Now, there is a strikin
analogy between the natural birth and the birt
into the kingdon of God. . There are two parent
to every birth-a father and a niother; tlc forme
begets and the latter brings forth the child.

Sa in being bora sons of God, .lesuîs teachesther
are two parents-the loly Spirit by whicli we ar
begotton, and the water by which we are brough
forth. IIence Ie says to Nicodemus, " veril
verily, I say unto thee, except a man lie born o
water and the Spirit lie eni tint enter th kimgdoi
of God." The reason lthe Spirit cnnn'q lalt i ti
order namîed by Jesus, is. a child is not said ta b
bon of the father beforet itl bont of it- mouthe
If the child is freed froin the origimal sin by tl
Iloly Spirit alone without water baptismî, thon i

have a birth of one parent, a thinig not agrécable
the words of Jesuîs to Nicodenus. (John m11. 5.)

When a person is born iuto the natural kingdo
once, lue cau not be boril a second time into il; ant
when a son is born of his parents hie is always the
soi; lie imay b al good or bad son. If a good so
bis father vill bie pleased with and reward, hitm, h
if a prodigal, and spends lis father's goods given
hin, in riotous living, lie wili be eft In his pover
to which he is sure ta come unless he repents a
does well.

Now, wlen We become citizens of the kingdo
of hicaven, we are not born ito liat saie kingdî
a second time; also, whîen we becomo children
God We arc sucli for ait time-may be, prodiga
spending our part in rinotos living, but will be h
ln our poverty ta starve and die unless wercturn
our Father, confess our sins, and he received iu
lis confidence ta serve liim anew. Now, th
who toach that a child is freed from original sin

1&s infancy, have two births into the same kingdo

for they urge the saine clilidrein to lie boni againi
iwhei thiiey coime to the years of tIhe knîowidge of
goud and cvil. Surely thi, is a secoid birth ilito

tl.e saie kingdoin; and twice bon of the saine
parents!

But suppose WC Are freed frot original sin by

the IIoly Spirit aloine. ivIy mnake that a miattot' f

dispute or a point of doctrine? As we have ioth-

ing at all to do in the matter, it being enîtirely a

Wvork of God who will aIttend to that as well as ail
thlings else with which Ife has to dlo.

Bhit, by the way, if the Spirit of God frecs me
fromt original sin, how is iny child subject to it?
lias the h1oly Spirit not perfected is work in Ie?
If le has, thie iny child is not subject to original
sin. For how can I iipart that to my child which

is not in nie? If mny child is subject to original sin,
then 1 take it the lIoly Spirit docs not perfect its

work. Tiis certainly is edletctio ad ab·iwdmia.

But iL is said, there will be no persons in liciven
but those woin can praise God tnrough lte blood ot
Christ, and If there bc no original sin from which

to be regencrated, there will be sone in heaven ovito

cannot praise God throtigh Christ, as there are many
children who die very youing. What benenft shall

. thoy reccive frot Jesuîs?
IVo aniswer: Just what they lost in Adam. God

' said to Adami, " The day tiou eatest thereof thon

shalt surely die," and tfte. Audaimî did whîat the

Lord commanded hilm not to do, God appeared to

Sliin in the garden and spake as follows: " Because
Sthout hast harkencd auto the voice of thy -wife and

hast eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee,
tsaying, Thou shalt not eat of it; euîrsed is the

nround for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou cat of It

s lil the days of thy life; thorns and thistles shall It
bring forth to thee, and thou shalt cat of the herb
of the field: in the sweat of thy face shalt thon at

. ircad till thouu returti unto the ground, for out of
n it wast tiou taken. For du.st thon art, and unto
t dust thou shalt return."
:1 Aud the Lord God said: " Behold the uanl is

become as ote of us to know good froin cvil, and
now lest lie put forth bis hand and take aiso of tho
troc of life and ent and live forever. Therefore the
Lord drove then forth from the gardon of Eden tc

f till the ground fron whence lie was taken." (Gen
iii. 22, 23.)

And ta prevent them from going back into the(
garden a cherubin and a flaming sword were placed

h t the east of the garden to keep the way of thi
s troc of life. Life was in the garden, death outsid

of it. Now, being lef t outside of flue garden, in tht

region of death, formed of the dust of the ground
e "to dust must we return," as did Adan. And t
e restore tus to life and immortality is the work o
ut isus who died and rose again the third day-ac
y, cording to the Scriptures-which lie shall accot

f plisi when IIe descends from heaven with a shout

ne wvith the voice of th archangel and the trump o
e God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first ahd b

Scaugit up to ncet the Lord in the air." Amon.
these shall be the little children who have died be
fore they caine to the knowledge of good and evi'

e They, with all the rest of the redeemied front dent
antd the grave shall siug. " O death, where .

thy sting? grave, whterc is tiy victory?
"Thanks be to God whto giveth us the victor

id ,
ir throuh our Lord Jesis Christ."
ir There is not a passage in the word of God thi
n' teaches the soul of an innocent babe is responsibi
t before God for what Adam did. It is enouglh tt
to the ground lias been cursed; in sorrow shall wC eý
ty of it and suffer a tintural death for what Adam di
id withoutlosing our souls, which is certainly the ca:

if thöy are born in sin.
Mn Wlen David said: "Behod I was shapen

O inmquity. and in "sin did ny niother coiceiv

o8, me," stcli a thing as being bora in sin is n
lt unttioned. There is not a word about a birt
to A child iust be brought forth before it is bor

nto David is giving an account of the state of h
)se mother befure his birdh, at the tite of his conco

in tion. That shu was in sin, as all are who kuno
n; ingly and wilfully put forth thoi' hand, as.d

Adan in the begiinning, and ptick of the forbidden

frmtt hy breacing the commniandmiients of God.
If we ara born in sin, as is slubmtîitted by somte,

on accouînt of the sins of our parents, then Jesuîs

also mîuîst have beei borni in sin. Now, wC bolievo

le was without sin, nither was uile fotnd inI His

miouith. And We couneludo the child born to.day

into thIe world is as pure as was Adamn whuen hie

caîie forth fromt the hands of his Maker il Edon.

But whuen the child contes to flie years of the

knowledge of good aitt evil, and on account of the

sinful condition of soéiely in which hue lives he puits

forth his hand, as it were, and breaks the laws of

God, thou sins, and is îunîder condenualîtion uitil

lue accepts of Jesuîs, "The Laimb of God that taketh

away the sin of the wvorld," where thera is no

condentation, but freedot. and the promise of life

evermore into the enjoyiment of which lue shall

cone if faithful lutto death; for it is " hte that en-

duroth lutto the end that slall be saved."

But flua question is asked, what does the Lord

in Ex. xx. 5 iean, whîere lie says, " Tho shait

not bow down thyself ta thim, nor serve themu: for

I the Lard thy God amnt a joalous God, visitimg the

iiiqtity of the fathers upon the children uinta tho

third and fourth generation of thetu that hate me,"

if thore is noa original sin '? If so, thon the Word

of God is inconsistent with itself. For in Deut.

xxiv. 16, the Lord declares, " The fathors shall

rot b put ta death for the children, .neither shall

the children b put ta death for the fathers: .overy

man shall bo put ta death for his own sin." Then

liow are ve to determîine wvhat the Lord wishes te

toach?

The object against which the Lord legisilated at

that time was the worship of falso gods. Tlie

affect of this worship was injurious not only ta the

sotls of those Who worshipped but also ta their

bodies. Whtt is the history of those nations who

served false gods ?
l the first place these gods are ropreseuted to

ns as being very corrupt. Evet Jupiter, chief of
the celestial deities, who gatiters and disperses the

clouîds, cacts forth hisolightning, stirs up his

thtmder, sends down rain, lail . and ânow, and

his amnbrosal locks, causing the whole of Olympus

to tremble ; event li huas •a nîotoiious umîber of

mortal as well as immortal spouses avidenîcing his

sensuality and lasciviousness. lBesides, Jupiter,
Apollo, Mars and Vents, the highest objects of

their worship, were adîulterors, fornicators and

o prostitutes of the muost infamous kind.
f What would be the effect on those who worship-

ped those gods 1
Public prostitution formted a considerable part

of their worship. They ware accustomîed in their
f prayers to retuest the gods to muîtltiply the nuiner

e of their prostituites, and, in order to express their

g gratitude ta their deities for tho favors reeived,
they bountd themselves by vows to increaise their

.înumber, for commerce witlh thein was neither es-
teemîîed sinfuml nor disgraceful. Paul in l Romans

"s s: " Thoy worshipped and served the creature'
y înore than the Creator, who is blessed for eer.
Amen. For this cause God gave theu up Iutto vile af-

at fectionis, for ovenî their women did ehange tte
le natuîral use into that which is against nature, and

at likewise aiso the Mn * * * workinig that

it which is unstemly and receiving ii themselves that

d, recomîpenso of their errors whilc was tacet, beiiig

se filled with all îunrighteousness, foriication, covet-

cousness and naliciousiess." Such. profligacy of

i conduct debsinag them fair below the beasts that

?0 perishu would have anu effect upon their children, to
ot make thei sickly, defornmed, miserable creattres :
h. all the days of their life a reproach ta their parents,
n. and l'ving imovonents of their iu'uity, practiced
is uinder polytheisn.
p- If wro are ta beliovo that the iniquities of the

w- fathors wero literally visited upon the children
id ta the third and'fourth gonerations of the children,


