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MEN, WOMEH, AND THINGS 1H CENERAL.
l'lie dlenrest explanation of the Anglo-Russian complication 1 have

yet seuin is contained mu a lutter tram Licut.-Coloncl R. D. Osborn, in the
Ncv York Nation, of April 3o. The writer is a well-known -English con-
trabutor tu the magazines un rnlilitary stîbje.cts, on which hie is cntitled to
spcaic with some authority, and lie lias c.vidcntiy made a long and minute
study of the Indian problem. If his contcntion is correct, then England is
in a position wcll-nigh untenable on :nilitary no less than on ethical
grounds, and the soozier site witiîdraws altogether froirt Afghanistan, pro.
vided bile eau do bu withuut any injury ta bier prestige %with the natives ui
Hindosta-n, the hetter.

Col. Osborn explains in his letter that there have always been two
Ines of policy advocatcd by opposing paities in the East Indian adiîîînis-
tration. Sir Johin Lawrence, Sir James Outrani, and other emninent civilians
and soldiers, lîavc steadiiy maintaincd tit tic Indus river is India's
natural fronticr, and that if the B3ritish people would oui>' recoguize tbis
fact, andi act on il, tlicir Indian Empire wouid be invulncrable, even if
Russia shouid appear on the souilhera instcad of tie northcrn border of
Afghanistan. To reacli tie Indus, the Russian army îvouid have ta cross
wclimigh a thousand mîiles af tcrritory pcoplcd by atountain tribes, while
J3ritain nmust projcct lier forces across hialf this. distâtce in ordcr ta meet
Russia at 1-erat. Thelî truc î>ulicy, these officers, arguei, was ta leave the
Afghans alone, cultivate their fricndsliip, respect their independence, and
aid them in nîaintaining it as against Russia, should tète latter attack thein.
This pahicy sîrikcs the unlprejudiced observer as a common sense one, un-
lcss the aim ib ta acquire posscssion of Afghanistan with a vicw ta adding
it ta UicIndianl Empire.

The other party ln India, niade up) largcly of scions af aristocracynd
af nîilitary men eagcr for some reief front the înonotony of Indian garri.
son lifé, have always rz-sented the Ilmasterly inactivity> policy, thougli i
was favored by veteran iiitary officers like Sir Jamcs Oîîtramn andi Sir
Charles Napier. Tliey have maintained that Herat is thc natural gate af
India, which nîust be kept cioseti against any invader ftrn the north if
India was ta bc secure. Tliey couid not, even whien their counsels were
ini the ascendant, attempt ta garrison Herat with a Blritish force, but as fr
back as 1838 they inducet ei Brlî,sh Govcrnment through the mediuîii ai
the Governor.Gencral, Lord Auckland, ta invade Afghianistan for the pur-
pose ai dethroning one native Amir, and setting up anotiier ln bis plIace.
The terrible massacre af 12,000 tra.ps in the Klîourd Pass gave the Jingo,
nieddlers a lesson, which shoulti have sufficcd for ail time. The "forward"
policy feil into the background for fort>' ycars, but it wvas reccntly rcvived by
Lard Beaconsfielti, who went ta war with Afghanistanî for the purpose of
crcating a "lscientific" frontier, and b), Lord Lytton who, as Governor-
Gencral afIn dia, put hiniseif in the hands of the afficial part>', w~ho were
eagcr for a northward extension. The invasion ai 1878 resulteti in the
deposition ai Shir Ali, the elevation of Abd-al-Rahmnan ta the Airiship, the
paynîent af an annual subsidy af $300,000 to enabie hlmt ta niaintain hlm.
self in office, andi the obligation ta defenti against Russian aggressian a
ruler wvho is not the choice af his awn people, and who nîay nat bie able ta
contrai theni.

It is greatiy ta be regrettcd that those wha are determineti ta have for.
England a spirited foreign poiicy, without reference ta the riglit or the
wrong af the quarre], have stilI sa mucli influence with national counicils.
Whether matters will be impraveti in this respect after the extension ai the
franchise takes effect remnains ta be seen, but there is a strong probability
that the Engiish democracy, who, in the long-run, have ta, pay the buis, will
be less ready than the classes above ta engage ln needlcss wars af conquest
or aggrcssion. Even the preparations already miade, though not a shot be
fireti, will entail a heavy expenditure in the face of a deficient revenue, and
divert the national crnergies for a time from useful refornis at home ta use-
iess efforts abrond. The worst ai the situation is, tlîat wher) the line ai
delimitation between Afghanistan anti Russia is fixcd, Great Britain %vill be
flot unjustly field by Russia respansible for the conduct of turbulent and
predatory tribes over whom shte bias no contrai. The Afghans niay at any
time engage in a confiict with their oid.time neiglibors, the Turcomans, may
follow thent inta Russian ter. itory, niay even assail andi plunder thern there.
This may leadti c reprisais iroin the Russians and ta renewed international
troubles, aIl af which Col. Osborn shows, might easily have been avoided
had cammon sense, nat ta speak ai cammon hancsty, been allowcd ta sway
East Indian counsels. [t is doubtful whethcr at this time Lard Dufferin is
the best man ta fil1 the position ai Governor-General af Itîdia. IHe is him-
self anc af the «'torwards," thaugh a mnan af too large calibre ta be their
puppet, as Lord Lytton was.

One ai the outeanies ai the thrcatencd Anglo.Russian war is iikely ta
be su ch a change in the navigation iaws of the United States as 'viii enable
Americans ta purchase Englishi vessels andi register thcmn under the stars
and stripes. Shoulti war be dcclared at once President Clevelandi nia> caîl
a speciai session af Congrcss and propose in a special message the repeal
or modification ai the navlgatiun laws. If %var is tcmpararily avcrted the
effcct ai its apparent inevitabilit>' iili probab>' bc thc repeal of these sanie
laws during the next regular session. Tlîe danger ta merchant vessels un-
der the British flag wouid be very great at a tui-e îvhcn Russian privateers
were at large in considerable numbers, and awners wvould be glad ta scîl or
transfer them. If any other nation must divide the carryin- trade ai the
world with aid Englanti let it by ail meaais be aur Aniierican cousins, wha
have for a generation tied their own bauds by navigation laws tao absurd
for even niedievai cnactmrent. These iaws wouid have been repeaied long
ago, but for the fcar that other protcîianist ineasures wauld foilow tiin.
Tite fcar is, no doubt, %vcll foundcd, but this docs not prcvcnt jouruals ai ail
politicai shades froin advocating the immediate repeai ai the fcîtering laws,
andi even an immediate special session af Congrcss for tue purpose. Pas-
sibly the next ycar or two ina> witncss an cconomical revolution an titis
continent, if nat a political anc. ONLOaKRi.


