isabbath School Lessons,
" Jpril 10th, 1864,

JEPHTHAH.
Read Judges xi. 29-40.

1. What happened before the Victory.
3 Ver 29. The Spirit of the Lord came on
4 Jephthah. God was grieved for the misery
4 of bis idolatrous people (see chap. x. 16), and
4 10 thue endowed a man with all the requisite
{ couragre to lead Israel to success. uaged
over Gilead—it lay on the east of Jordan;
T Manasseli on the west; Mizpak dt the ex-
yreme north-east of Gilead—his levies were
concentrated there.
Ver. 30, 31. He had now done &}l his duty
4 _te looks to God—the God of battles. His
Qeow. It was common to make such vows—
Jacob—Hanneh. Whatsocver cometh forth
%310 meet me—a most rash vow ! What could
came forth to meet him hut some of his family ?
14 burat-offering.  'The law appointed death
iu the mode of consecration to God.

4 Ver 32,33. The victory was complete,
%'I‘he pursuit extended twenty miles south-east,

lfrom Accer, on the plains of Jordan, to
1 Mjnnith, in the country of Ammon.

Bi 1L What happened after the Victory.
§ Ver. 34, 35. The triumphaot Jepbthah
returned to his city and his home at Mizpab.
(None koew of his vow. He might have
waroed his dauguter, but it would have been
tan infringement of his vow.
'8 Imagine the scvne. With flying banners
. and sounding trumpets the victors approuch
“Mizgpah—its gates are thrown open—forth
tream old aud young to welcome their de-
“diverer—the horsemen advance through the
“trowd—the general’s war-chariot, surrounded
by lis guards and gay with trophies, draws
~Jpear—when forth to meet it comes & band of
Joung damsels, with cymbal and dauce, with
%owery wreaths and sougs for the victor—the
“gint and fairest is bis own daughter—his eve
atches hers—he covers his face with bis
- pauds, and turning away, bitterly exclaims,
. §Aks, my daughter! thou hast brought me
- ey low ©?
:4 1t wos customary for the women thus to
4%brate o victory—Darid's over Goliath—
;dlifam at the Red Sea.
§ Canuot go back. e would have willingly
.2¢ed any foe to save her, but ke could not
feto God. "The righteous man is ever true
0 his promise, Psalm xv. 4.
4Ver. 36,37 "T'he magnanimous answer of
3 daughter—her country is safe—she will
lingly die.
o 38—40. What was doue is matter of
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dispute. Some think he consecrated her to the

gervice of the Lord, as one of those females

who vraited on the temple, Exod. xxxviii, 8.

Others that she was really slain. 'I'he Jews
hold this. Whichever way, Jephthah per-

formed his vow, and with a bleeding bears

Did with ker according to his vow,

APPLICATION,

1. God’s Spirit fits for duty. Gods
Spirit raised up avd fitted Jephthah and the
other judges. Saul, 1 Sam. x. 9; Paul, Eph.
iv. 11. Nothing can be well done without
God’s Spirit, John xv. 5. Not even a common
doy's work (see Bezaleel, Ex. xxxi. 2, 3
Seek God's Spirit for your daily duties.

3. Beslow to promise. Jephthah suffered
for his rashness. Never promise hoping to
escape from performing your promise. e
that keeps his word with God will keep it
with men, Eccles. v. 5. God hates liars,

8. Be sure fo perform. How nobly
Jephthab stood to his vow !—had he said
pothing, mex would never have known thoagh
he had broken his vow. It always costs moss
to break your promise—it costs God’s favous,
Have you said you will serve Christ? Re-
member you cannot go back. Fearing men
makes us lie. )

4. God never calls us to snffer needlessly,
Jephthoh made his own sufferings—*¢troubled®
his danghter and himself without being so
required. God sought ne such vow—he sees
no excellency in suffering for its own sake.
‘Try to keep God's law with your heart, and
you will have work enough, Matt. xv. 9;
Deut. xiv. 1.

3. Seck a large loving heart. Jephthah’s
daunghter, a youthful girl, could die willingly
for her country, though she could not fight for
it; so Eli's danghter-in-law, 1 Sam. iv. 21.
Simeon rejoiced when he saw the Saviour of
the world, Luke ii. 30-32. Do you feel happy
when others hear the good news of Christ,
aud believe in him ?

SUBORDINATE LESSONS.

1. How true death is the only way to God !
ver. 31— dead to the world.”

2. How submissive to her father was thag
daughter ! ver. 36.

3. How becoming a danghter—an only
daughter—to sympathise and rejoice with her
prrents ! It makes them happy.—Edin, 8. S,
Lessons.
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April 1ith, 1864.
THE PRODIGAL SON.
Read Luke xv, 11-32.
L The departure, ver. 11~13.
God is the Father of all, Isa. Ixiii, 16, Alf



