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tracted the attention of a tall elderly gen-
tleman, who with his two daughters, had
come to drink the waters. - < Ha’, said the
ladies, ¢ there is a pretty little country maid
selling roses, and very choice ones they are,
‘What ray vougirls to a bouquet, to remind
you of home? Pray, child,” asked he,
looking at the flowers very sharply, for he
was a bit of a florist, ¢ Where did this Rose
Unique grow ?

¢+ In the county jail, please your honor/
answered the little girl, all of a tremble, for
he was a quick gentlewen, and spoke as if
be thouglht she might have stolen them.
‘Thedoor keeper gave them me when I
went to to ses poor grandmother.

«¢Prison roses? cried oneof the young
ladies, gazing curiously at the pretty un-
conscious flowers ; “who would have
thought you could thrive in such a cli-
mate "

& Is your grandmuther a prisoner #' asked
the old gentleman, quickly Lut not unkind-
ly. And for what offence ?

“¢«For going to sce mother die, an-
swered litle Jame, innocently. *Mother
went to heaven and took my brother along
with her; and poor grandnother is in Juii,
because wicked men stole her master’s things
while she was absent.

“ ¢ She should bave got some one to
wateh for her] said he; but if what you
say be true, the case seems a cruel one too,
How came she to be accused of the rob-
bery ¥

“*Because the things were found in her
garden, though she knows not how they
came there)

“+ What shameful villainy " exclaimed
the young ladies, for the little girl’s story
had interested them doeply.

“ ¢ Very unlncky,” sd the gentleman,
rubbing his forchead ; «is there noone here
can vouch for your grandmother’s charac-
ter?

“ ¢ Sure, sir, every one can, answered
Jane, in her simple way. ¢ There’s no one
in but knows old Martha Wilkins.

¢ Witlins ! excluimed the gentleman,
¢ Wilkins " screanied out both ladies. < Can
it be our old nnise Martha? Did she ever
live in Darsetshire?  Was her husband a
game-keeper? What family hadshe?

+¢ ¢ Little Jane knew nothing about mat-
ters which Lappened before she was born,
but she could answer the Jast question ina
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